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| Cotes, the offspring of ſportive invention, ma- 


Advertiſement. 


A to the title of theſe Memoirs, 


the Reader will perceive, that the Author has 
not confined himſelf to a mere narrative of the 


amours of his heroine. Whatever pleaſure a 
ſubject of that nature might afford to ſome minds, 


his plan, he preſumes, will be found more com- 


prehenſive, and his views more laudable. Eve. 


ry thing intereſting to curioſity or reflection „has 
been collected with apparent ſcrupulous atten- 
tion ; and great care has been taken to avoid in- 
ſerting any of thoſe abſurd and extravagant anec- 


licious ſlander, or diſappointed envy, which ge- 


nerally make up the greater part of modern 
productions of a ſimilar claſs. 


In purſuing the thread of Madam Dubarre's 
life, through all its extraordinary viciſſitudes, 


from the cradle to her laſt ſcene in the convent, 
after the death of her royal lover, not a ſingle 


fact has been introduced but what was properly 


authenticated, when it was poſſible to procure 
ſuch teſtimony ; and when ſuch could not be had, 
| the 


C1 


the Author has treated them accordingly, inſert- 
ing them only for the pleaſure and entertain- 


ment of his readers. 


Whatever reception thoſe Memoirs may meet 


from an Engliſh reader, the Editor would not 
have attempted to offer it to his peruſal, had it 
not appeared to contain ſomething more impor- 
tant and inſtructive than a work entirely cal- 
culated for the gratification of idle curioſity, 
If we conſider the influence of Madam Du- 


| barr@ for ſeveral years, over the mind of one of 


the moſt powerful monarchs in Europe, who, in 


' 2 manner, idolized her charms, and who, from 


his boundleſs paſſion, repoſed the moſt unlimited 
confidence in the miſtreſs, we may venture to 
affirm, that her hiſtory is not beneath the atten- 
tion of the ſerious ; eſpecially as nothing of mo- 


ment, either with regard to domeſtic or foreign | 
affairs, was tranſacted by Government without 


her knowledge. But, not to anticipate the 


the pleaſure of our readers, we will conclude ; 


with obſerving, that the following ſheets will not 


only gratify the taſte of thoſe who read chiefly 
for amuſement, but prove an agreeable entertain 


ment to the more ſpeculative and curious. 
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IN the early part of the year 1768, 


Count Dubarre accidentally met with 
Monſ. Le Bel, one of the principal valet 


de chambres to the prince. This gentle- 

man enjoyed the largeſt ſhare of his ma- 
ſter's confidence in hat related to his ma- 
jeſty's private pleaſures; and it was his im- 
mediate province to provide freſh ſtock 


for the royal deer-park. By this appella- 


tion was known that quarter of Verſailles, 
where Madam Pompadour had eſtabliſhed | 


a kind of ſeminary for the reception of 
young damſels that her emiflaries were 
perpetually colleAing in the city and ſu- 


| burbs of Paris, to furniſh new entertain- 


ment for the bed of her royal lover. The 
ſagacious miſtreſs was ſenfible of the ne- 
ceſſity of compenſating for her own phy- 
ſical defects with foreign ſupplies; and by 


this prudent attention preſerved the heart 
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of the prince, and all the honours that be- 
longed to the oſtenſible miſtreſs. It would 
be endleſs to enumerate all the different 
ladies who were introduced into this ſera- 
glio, where each expected her turn, and 
frequently met with a diſappointment; or 
if any were admitted to a familiarity with 
the ſultan, their empire ceaſed after a few 
trifling careſſes, owing either to the lover's 
diſguſt, or the alarms of the chief ſultana, 
who was extremely careful to remove all 
thoſe who by their accompliſhments or ca- 
pacity, or the inclination of the ſovercign, 
were likely to endanger her pre-eminence 
and power.  Admiſhon however into this 
ſeraglio became a title to particular fa- 
vours. It was common to portion out girls 
thence, with a fortune of 200,000 livres, 
and ſend them into ſome of the more re- 
mote provinces of the kingdom. Some 
few were, by particular indulgence, per- 

mitted to ſettle in Paris; among the lat- 
ter was Madam Gianbonne, who was mar- 
ried to a banker; Madam David, wife to 
a commiſſary of ſtores; Madam Le Nor- 
mand, who firſt ſucceeded to the honour 
5 of 


MADAM DUBARRE z 
of the royal embraces after his majeſty had 
quitted the bed of Madam Pompadour : 
this lady was then known by the name of 


Mademoiſelle Mori, and is in great con- 


fideration on account of the marriage of 
her daughter with the nephew of Abbe 
Terrai; in fine, Mademoiſelle Selin, a 
young lady of family from Britanny, who, 
by choice, retired to a convent where ſhe 
held the firſt rank, with many others whom 


it is unneceſſary to mention. From thoſe 
particulars it is eaſy to conceive that this 
eſtabliſnment muſt have been attended with 


conſiderable expence, not only on account 
of thoſe young nymphs who retired from the 
ſeraglio, and who, upon a moderate cal- 
culation, amounted to one every week, 
which was an object of at leaſt half a mil- 
lion annually; but likewiſe the pay of the 
(everal chief agents and ſubalterns employ 


ed in collecting them, with the charges of 


ſweetening, perfuming, dreſſing, and adorn- 
ing the ladies, in order to 3 them to 

captivate by external embelliſhments, as 
well as by their native charms : and if 
ve add to the principal articles of expenc-, 
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the idle waſte and extravagance that na- 
turally reſult from ſuch buſineſs, and from 


thoſe who have the management of it, we 


may readily account for the continual 
draining of the public treaſury under the 
vague and abuſive title of diſburſements. 
REPEATED loſſes had ſo far chagrined 
the ſovereign, that he gave orders to un- 
people the deer-park, that he might in- 


dulge his ſorrows in filence. The ap- 


proaches of old age, and the facility with 


which a powerful prince may gratify all 
his deſires, had greatly abated his paſſion 
for the ſex. This appetite, however, 


tho' leſſened, ſtill ſubſiſted; beſides, the 


courtiers thought it expedient to divert 


his majeſty from thoſe melancholy ideas 
which the long and painful fickneſs of 
his virtuous conſort had occafioned. The 


- phyſicians ſuggeſted, that fo ſudden a pri- 
vation of a pleaſure that was become ne- 


ceſſary to his exiſtence, might prove dan- 
gerous. The ſovereign mult have reliſhed 
the advice of the medical gentlemen, not- 


withſtanding his affliction for the illneſs 


and loſs of his companion; as he ſtyles 
the 
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the queen in the letter which he wrote tothe 
archbiſhop to inform him of her death. He 
ordered Monfieur Le Bel to make the ne- 
ceſſary proviſion for that purpoſe. This 
zealous domeſtic, the better to ſerve his 
royal maſter, frequently went in purſuit of 
the game in perſon; it was on one of 
thoſe occaſions, that after running him- 
ſelf out of breath in the chaſe, that he 
happened to meet with the Count Dubarre. 


The latter was a keen ſportſman in affairs 


of gallantry, his talents were beſides well 
| known to the valet de chambre; he there- 
fore found no difficulty in extorting the 
ſecrets of his commiſſion. Le Bel inform- 
ed him with great concern, that in all his 
reſearches he had been unfortunate enough 


to ſtart no game that was likely to pleaſe. 


the appetite of his maſter. . The Count 


with his uſual effrontery defired him to 


be no way uneaſy on that account, aſſuring 
him that he had the very thing itſelf that 


would fuit his purpoſe. You know my 


taſte, ſaid he, leave the matter to me; 
do me the favour to dine with me, and 
1 brand 
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brand me with the name of an impoſing 
knave, if I do not introduce you to the 


moſt lovely, freſh, and bewitching of her 


ſex. She is a moſt exquiſite morſel, and 


worthy of an emperor. The royal pur- 
veyor overjoyed at ſo pleaſing a propoſal, 
embraced his friend, and promiſed to wait 
upon him at the hour appointed. Mon- 
ſieur Dubarrè hurried home as faſt as he 
could, in order to ſet off all the charms of 


Mademoiſelle: L'Ange. This was the 


name given to Mademoiſelle Vaubergnier 
from the time ſhe had lived with him; it 
being uſual with courteſans, in imitation 


of the military in France, to aſſume a dif- 


ferent title at their firſt entrance into 
keeping. He told her the part ſhe was 
to act, flattering her with hopes that he 


muſt have looked upon then as chimerical, 


tho' they were afterwards realized. He ſet 
before her eyes the ſplendor of her future 
elevation; aſſured her that his object was 
not merely to introduce her to Verſailles 


for the temporary gratification of the ſo- 


vereign, without more eclat or noiſe; his 
| intention 
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MA DAM DUBARRE 7 
intention was to procure her the rank and 
title of Miſtreſs, in as ample a manner 
as they had been enjoyed by Madam Pom- 
padour; that it would be neceſſary there- 
fore to introduce her : his ſiſter-in-law, 
to Monſieur Le Bel, whom he expected 
every moment, as if ſhe had been really 
married to the elder Dubarrè; that if ſhe 
ſupported that character well, and put 
forth all her power of coquetry and charms, 
ſhe might leaye the reſt to him, and he 
would anſwer for the ſucceſs. _ 

MapEkolszLLEE L'Ange had already 


been frequently called Counteſs Dubarre _ 


in jeſt. It is very uſual with ladies in 
keeping, to aſſume the title or name of 
their lovers. She found but little difficul- 
ty therefore to act her part before Mon- 
ſieur Le Bel, who, ſurpriſed and charmed 
with the elegance of her perſon, her vi- 
vacity, wanton glances, and love- inſpiring 
eonverſation, quickly forgot his debility 
of years, and felt a renovation of vigour 
thrilling thro' his aged veins; hence lie 
conceived by experience what a happy 
effect a woman poſſeſſed of ſuch accom- 
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pliſhments, muſt operate on the heart of 
his maſter. Pleaſure and joy triumphed 


at the table during the time of dinner, and 


the valet de chambre was ſo elated, that 


he would have gladly made a perſonal ex- 
periment, in order to know how far he 
might boaſt of his diſcovery. Monſieur 
Dubarrè took advantage of the raptures 
of the old letcher, and gave him to un- 


derſtand, that his ſiſter was not to be pro- 
poſed to the king like one of thoſe in- 


ſignificant creatures, who being introduced 
to him as temporary conveniencies, were 


_ afterwards diſmiſſed without any ceremo- 


ny; that ſhe was a lady of quality who 


ſhould doubtleſs think herſelf highly ho- 
noured in being admitted to the embraces 


of ſo great a prince, and fo defireable a 
lover; but who raiſed her hopes ſtill higher, 


and had the ambition ro with the conqueſt | 


of his heart, and who had alſo ſome claim 
to the honour from the attachment ſhe 
already felt for his ſacred perſon, an at- 


tachment that mult increaſe upon a cloſer 


intimacy. 


Taz 


; 
| 
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TE old fool was too much ſmitten not 
to admit the truth of theſe remarks, or to 
refuſe concurring in every article that 


was thought neceſſary. From that mo- 


ment it was reſolved, that the fictitious 
counteſs was a moſt delicate morſel ; 


that Monſieur Le Bel ſhould acquaint the | 


Monarch with all that he had ſeen ; that 


he ſhould inform his Majeſty of the earneſt 
defire the lady had to pleaſe him ; of the 
entire refignation of the huſband to the 
will of his ſovereign, and how happy it 
would make this loyal couple to be any 


way inſtrumental to his pleaſures; but 


that this paragon of beauty, conſcious of 
being able to prove her long attachment, 


ventured to hope for a fimilar return 
from her auguſt loyer, and the excluſion 
of every other rival. 


Some wag of a courtier pretended to 


ſay, that after this converſation, the am- 


baſſador was permitted to take poſſeſſion 
of the intended ſultana in the name of his 
Majeſty. Others will have it, that hirts 
were artfully thrown out to give him a 
proſpect of ſuch a happineſs, in caſe he 
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executed his commiſſion well. Be that as 
it may, as he was ſo much inflamed him- 


ſelf, his warm and animated deſcription 


had a powerful effect on the paſſion and 
curiofity of the prince. To inflame his 


Majeſty ſtill more, and before he had 
formed any attachment, he propoſed giv- 


ing him a ſight of the object, without her 
knowledge, and thus enable his Majeſty to 


form a judgement himſelf; the valet de 
chambre had a ſmall houſe fitted up for 
that purpoſe, to which he invited the Coun- 
teſs to ſupper. It is probable that the lady 
had been previouſly prepared to expect this 
ſecret obſerver. The company was ſuited 


to the intended ſcene. The entertainment 
was ſo voluptuous, that the monarch 
could contain himſelf no longer. That 


verynight he ordered Mademoiſelle L' Ange 


to be introduced; and in the poſſeſſion of 
the lady found ſecret charms ſuperior even 
to her external beauties. Indeed thoſe 
who had the honour of preceding the 
ſovereign in thoſe enjoyments, unani- 
moufly aſſert that ſhe was miſtreſs of every 
_ qualification, to revive the moſt ſhattered 
cConſtitution. 


| 


MADAM DUBARRE. is 


conſtitution, Worn out as this fuperanu- 


ated lover was, with a general difinclina- 


tion to the ſex, who, till then, awed by 
reſpect and veneration, even in the very 
moments of pleaſure, had withheld from 
him its various reſources, to find one who 


introduced him, as it were, into a new world 
of joy, who preſented him with an endleſs 


ſource of delights to which he had been a 


ſtranger, what a diſcovery was this! 


what a treaſure ! Many ladies, no doubt, 


had been admitted to the royal bed, 


who were equally experienced with 
Mademoiſelle L'Ange, but they were 


not of a character free and open enough, 


nor had they confidence to boaſt of their 


powers, or reſolution to apply them. The 
latter, on the contrary, beſides her can- 
dour, freedom, and ſpirit, was, moreover, 
tutored by a man of conſummate experi- 
ence in all the refinements of libidinous 
pleaſure. He did not doubt of the aſto- 


niſhing effect or the ſenſations that muſt 
ariſe from the ſtrixing contraſt of the leſ- 
ſons given to his pupil, with the cold and 

- aft=cted 
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affected careſſes of the firſt miſtreſſes of 
the ſovereign. He had only to leave this 
well inſtructed nymph to her own volup- 
tuous imagination ; and the ſucceſs of her 
firſt triumph was a powerful encourage- 
ment to her to diſplay the full extent of 
her art, If men who are accuſtomed to 
the practices of ladies of pleaſure, to their 
lively and animated manner, till feel with: 
them ſenſations of pleaſure, what impreſ- 
fions muſt not thoſe efficacious arts pro- 
duce upon a voluptuary, who had never 
experienced them ! In this predicament 
was the monarch, according to the teſti- 
mony of thoſe courtiers who were beſt 
acquainted with his Majeſty” s private life 
and amuſements. 
Tuts daughter of Paphos exerted her 
talents ſo well, that the king could not 
bear a ſeparation, and he had her carried 
to Compiegne, where ſhe continued during 
his reſidence there. She was kept very 
privately, becauſe his Majeſty was then in 
deep mourging for the Queen, ang, it 
would be proper on Sock” an occaſion 
to 
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to make an open avoral of his paſſion. 
Beſides, he was an admirer of decency, 
and of thoſe appearances 'which- his rank 
required, for the preſervation of good 
E morals. But even thoſe little reſtraints 
ſerved only to inflame and ſtrengthen 
; his paſſion, inſomuch that it has been 
aſſerted that Monfieur Le Bel having dit- 
covered the fixed attachment of his maſter 
to Mademoiſelle L'Ange, and that mat- 
ters were carrying much farther than he 
had imagined, began to repent of having 
concurred in the manœuvres of the Count, 
eſpecially as he was not ignorant of the 
nature of the prior connections of the 
lady. He thought it therefore his duty 
before the favourite had completely eſta- 
bliſhed herſelf, to throw himſelf at the 
feet of the king, and inform him in what 
manner he had come to the knowledge 
of that beauty ; that he had been impoſed 


upon; that ſhe was ſo far from being a 
married. The ſoverciun, as it was ge- 


nerally reported by the  courtiers, ex- 
Slaimed, o * the wore ; let her be 
married 


lady of quality, that ſhe was not even | 
2 
| 
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married inſtantly, that I may not have it 
in my power to commit any act of ex- 
travagancy. It is added that the officious 
_ valet then attempted to be more particu- 
lar; but a ſevere look of the maſter 
awed him into filence. Some people will 
have it, that the concern he felt for having 
raiſed a creature of that ſtamp, and the 
idea he entertained of the conſequences that 
might flow from a paſſion ſo violent in a 
prince declining in years, ſo deeply affected 
the faithful domeſtic, that he died of a 
broken heart. Others pretend that he was 
hurried out of the world by a poiſonous 
doſe that was prudently adminiſtered, to 
prevent him making any indiſcreet diſco- 


Veries. 


However the or was, the conduct 
of the King greatly raiſed the expectati- 
ons of the Count Dubarre, hence called 
the Great Dubarre, in order. to diſtinguiſh 
him from his brothers. One of thoſe 
brothers, whom we ſhall name Dubarrè 
the Groſs, was a moſt egregious ſot, a 
mere ſwine that was continually wallowing 
both night and day in the moſt filthy de- 
baucherics, 
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baucheries. Such was the man to whom 
it was reſolved that Mademoiſelle L'Ange 
ſhould be married. The matter had been 


previouſly propoſed to him, nor was there 


any great difficulty to perſuade him to a 
compliance, when he was informed, that 
by ſo doing he ſhould be furniſhed with 


the ſums neceflary to gratify his inclina- 
tions, and purſue that manner of life 


that was moſt pleafing to him. Such an 


offer might have corrupted a more delicate 


mind. He ſubmitted to the ceremony; 


the marriage was ſolemnized in the pariſh 
of St. Lawrence, on the iſt of Septem- 


ber, 1768. The notary, Monſieur Pot 
D'Auteil, who drew up the contract, was 
then ignorant of the exalted deſtiny of the 
lady whoſe marriage he regiſtered ; but 
being ftruck with her grace and beauty, he 
was defirous of making uſe of the privi- 
lege uſual with thoſe of his profeſſion on 
ſach occaſions; he advanced with an air 


of gallantry to ſalute the young bride: 


the lady unacquainted with theſe forms, 


made that reſiſtance which modeſty ſug- 


ge ſts 
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geſts to all others of the ſex, and the part 
ſhe had been acting for ſome time paſt, 
was a ſtill better motive for the reſerve. 
Her brother-in-law prevailed upon her to 
indulge the notary with the liberty of kiſ- 
ſing her cheek, and afterwards addreſſing 
that officer: Do Sir,” faid he, © re- 
member this indulgence, for it is the laſt 
vou will obtain from the lady.” 

Tk royal lover was in raptures to 
hear the ceremony had been per- 
formed. He ſeemed now to give him- 
ſelf up without reſerve to the new Coun- 
teſs; and his paſſion, inſtead of being leſ- 
ſened by enjoyment, daily encreaſed to 
ſuch a degree, that the Dubarres began 
to conceive the moſt ambitious hopes. 
But the important affair no was to regulate 
properly the conduct of the miſtreſs ; for 
this matter required the utmoſt ſkill and 
circumſpection. 

Tux Lady had none of thoſe ones for 
intrigue that her ſituation demanded. Mee 
have ſeen in the courſe of her adventures 
to the hour of her elevation, that the was 
deſtitutc. 
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deſtitute of thoſe arts that are ſo com- 


mon among courtezans, and which are 


ſo uſeful in captivating the hearts of men, 
Having neither ſelfiſh intereſt or ambition 


at heart, ſhe was not actuated by the 


powerful ſprings of thoſe two paſſions, 


which have ſo great an influence over the 


moſt vulgar ſouls ; but the new Counteſs, 
in the part ſhe had undertaken, was poſſeſ- 


ſed of a quality that is perhaps ſuperior. 


She had good ſenſe enough to follow the 


advice ſhe received, and to apply it with 


advantage; in ſhort, ſhe liſtened with the 
moſt docile attention to the inſtructions 


of her brother-in-law, whoſe ſucceſs in 


the plan he had formed, perfectly ſecu- 
red him the confidence of his fiſter-in-law. 


The only difficulty was now to conceal from 
the prying eyes of courtiers the ſecret clue 


that directed the ſteps of the favourite; for 
not only the Count, by too great aſſiduity 
about her perſon, might become ſuſpici- 


ous to the ſovereign himſelf, but it would 
give a handle to the malignity of the 


courtiers ; and the ſudden removal of this 


monitor might lay the miſtreſs defence- 
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leſs, and betray her into many errors and 


L abſurdities. 


Tux Count Dubarrè formed a plan 


of conduct which may be conſidered as a 


maſter- piece of art in that way. This 
was to ſeem to leave his ſiſter- in- law en- 


tirely to her brilliant deſtiny, and not to 
ſhew himſelf at court; but at the ſame time 


he placed his ſiſter Dubarrè near her, whom 
he judged very capable of the employment 


for which he deſigned her. She was too 
| homely to give the leaſt alarm to the jea- 
louſy of the Counteſs, or even to be en- 
gaged in amorous intrigues that could di- 
vert her attention from the principal ob- 


ject. She had, moreover, talents; ſhe was 


a wit, and had diſplayed her literary merit 
by ſome eſſays in the Weekly Journal. 
She poſſeſſed the arts of inſinuation, and 
ſoon found means to govern the mind of 
the favourite, which was an important ob- 
ject. Thus a perpetual advice was paſſed 
from the brother to the ſiſter, and from the 


latter to the Counteſs; and in like man- 


ner from the Counteſs to the ſiſter, and 
from the ſiſter to the brother. Truſty 
e 5 young 
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young perſons, tutored by the Count, were 
continually on the road to Verſailles, and 
carried verbal or written orders from him, 


according to different circumſtances, The 


number of meſſengers was augmented as 
often as there was occaſion, and the miſ- 
treſs, by that means, was adviſed at any 
moment. Sometimes ſhe made little ex- 


curſions to Paris, and having no houſe in 


the capital, ſhe lodged at her brother - in- 
law's, where ſhe received general inſtruc- 
tions, which ſhe might apply to particular 
J 
NorwirgsTANDIxG all theſe wiſe, 
multifarious, and particular precautions, 
it muſt doubtleſs appear aſtoniſhing to our 
readers, that a girl of vulgar birth, low 
education, and who, in ſome ſort, never 
had ſeen any but the worſt of company, 


without a natural diſpoſition to intrigue, 
ſhould have been able to keep her ground 


for near a year, which had elapſed from 


her firſt interview with the king to the 
day of her being introduced publicly, 
and never expoſe herſelf to cenſure or 


raillery, 
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raillery, by any miſconduct or indiſcre- 


tion in words or actions. 

CikcuuspECTIOx was the mort neceſ. 
ſary as ſhe had againſt her the moſt pow- 
erful party of the court, that of Choiſeuil. 


At the bare idea of this name, we are loſt 
in aſtoniſhment, when we conſider what 
has happened, and what a ſeries of revo- 
lutions have been rapidly produced by an 


agent ſo contemptible and feeble in ap- 
pearance, and who ſeemed no more than 
glaſs in the hands of an e 
miniſter. 

For perhaps the great Richlieu bimfelf 
never had a greater aſcendency over the 
mind of Louis XIII. than his Grace the 


Duke of Choiſeuil had over that of his 


maſter. Ever fince the peace, he had 
been daily infinuating himſelf till far- 
ther into his confidence. His extraordi- 


nary talents for intrigue had gained him 
the character of a great politician with 


the king. His Majeſty was firmly per- 


ſuaded, that by his negociations diviſions. 


were fomented among the natural enemies 
e of 
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of France, which diſabled them from dif. 
turbing her tranquillity : this made him 


appear the more neceſſary, as the prince 
looked upon him as the only man capa- 
ble of ſecuring a peace ſo defirable, and 


which was the firſt object of the royal 


wiſhes : Beſides his manner of doing bu- 
ſineſs was conciſe, dexterous, and eaſy, 


and completely ſuited to the indolence of 


the maſter. Even when he went to give 
him an account of the moſt important af- 


fairs, he frequently talked of nothing but 


pleaſures and entertainments. 


ExcLusive of thoſe motives of plea- 
ſure and utility, or rather neceſſity, which 
one would think ſufficient to render the 


Duke of Choiſeuil invincible, during the 


reign of a prince, who, as he adyanced 


in years, could not but grow more weak 
and more patient of controul, this no- 
bleman was in himſelf of great confidera- 
tion. His birth was illuſtrious ; he was 


allied to ſeveral ſovereign princes, and 


particularly to the family of Lorraine ; 
this gave him confiderable reſpect and in- 


fluence 
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fluence at the court of Vienna. His fa- 


mily compact had made him a favourite 


with the different branches of the houſe 
of Bourbon; and by his openly attacking _ 


the Jeſuits, he was become particularly dear 


to the kings of Spain and Portugal. In 
a word, he had an immenſe party in the 


dominions of France, | All places of ho- 
nour and profit were filled with his crea- 


tures and dependents : one half of the 
princes of the blood feared him; the reſt 


were attached to him by the bonds of 


pleaſure and friendſhip. 
Tux Dubarres terrified at ſo formidable 


an adverſary, endeavoured at firſt' to gain 
him over to their intereſt, This noble- 
man was a lover of gallantry and pleaſure. 


Some pretend that the brother-in-law ad- 


viſed the Counteſs to play off all her 


charms againſt him; and that the reſent- 
ment of the lady was raiſed to the higheſt 


pitch to ſee them deſpiſed by her haughty 


- opponent, who, thinking that he ſhould 
never have any thing to fear from ſo inſig- 
nificant a female, treated her with the ut- 
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moſt contempt : but probably that which 


occaſioned an implacable war between the 
two parties, was the attempt made by the 
Dutcheſs of Grammont, fiſter to the mi- 


niſter, to rival the favourite. The Dutcheſs, 


more haughty, more imperious, and more 


artful, if poſſible, than her brother, had 
the entire aſcendant over the latter, and had 


ſo far moulded him to her purpoſe, as to 
make him a mere puppet in her hands. 


Their intimacy had given room to the 
malignant reports of courtiers ; and ſome 


even went ſo far as to infinuate that they 
ſlept together. However that might be, 


ſhe was a court lady in the fulleſt extent 


of the word, that is to ſay, ſhe was unre- 


ſerved, bold, and impudent, and looked 


upon virtue and morality as calculated 


only for the meridian of vulgarity. She 


had neither youth or a perſon formed for 
_ attraction, Notwithſtanding this, however, 
ſhe imagined ſhe had charms to captivate 
the prince. By her rank, and the favour 


of her brother, ſhe found admittance to 


the private apartments, and ſhared in the 


pleaſures of his Majeſty. As there had 


been 


-- 


——_ 


8 — — | 
* — ñ — 
— — — — — — — 
yl _ 4 = e——_ 
n pre , — a 
—_ ; — - 


24 MEMOIRS OF 

been no female fince the death of Madam 
Pompadour, capable of counteracting her 
deſigns, ſhe took advantage of the pli- 


ant and eaſy temper of the prince, and 
knowing his weakneſs with regard to the 


ſex, and how eaſily he was led away by 


the firſt object of pleaſure that offered, and 
that circumſtances alone fixed his inclina- 
tions, ſhe in a manner forced herſelf into 


the royal bed, in ſpite of his Majeſty : this 


at leaſt was the genera 1 opinion at Ver- 
ſailles. But as this connection was merely 


the reſult of convenience or compul- 


ſion, and that each time the monarch 
was in a manner violated, if we may be 


allowed the expreſſion in ſpeaking of a 


prince ſo much accuſtomed to pleaſures, 
the was quickly thrown afide, when an 
object more capable of inſpiring amorous 


ſentiments approached to rouze his be- 
numbed ſenſes, and touch the firings of 
his heart. An injury of this nature is 
unpardonable even among the loweſt of 
the ſex. What then muſt have been the 
rage of a lady of quality, whoſe ambition 


was boundleſs, when ſhe ſaw herſelf ſud- 


denly 


fan, 
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thrown out of a part which ſhe expected to 
perform! Vexation and revenge droveher al- 


moſt to diſtraction; and without confider- 
ing the fatal conſequences that might reſult 


from her proceedings, ſhe took advantage 


of her empire over her brother, to per- 


ſuade him to eſpouſe her quarrel, and make 
him deaf to every propoſal that might be 
offered by the other party. 


cauſe of the fall of the Choiſeuils. The 


Dubarrès ſecing no hopes of a coalition of 


parties, and that the only alternative they 
had left, was either to effect the ruin ot 


their opponents, or ſubmit to be cruſhed by 
them, did not heſitate to prefer the for- 
mer, and foon found a powerful ally in 


the Chancellor Maupeou. But we muſt 


not anticipate events. 

Tux Dutcheſs of Grammont in her views 
of revenge, imagined that the beſt method 
of ſucceeding would be to expoſe the in- 
famous life of the new favourite, to ſwell 
the ſtory of her ſhame, and to blacken 


her character fo far as to make the king 


aſhamed of the depravity of his taſte, She 
C | was 


In this intem- 
perate rage we may properly trace the firſt 
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was too knowing to carry on the ſcheme 
1n perſon ; as it might prove unſucceſsful, 
or appear like revenge, which is ever to 
be ſuſpected in a forſaken miſtreſs. Her 


brother alſo was artful enough not to at- 
tempt to inform the prince; and they 


both agreed, that it would be much bet- 


ter for him to receive the information 
from the clamours of the people, which 
mult reach his ears ſooner or later. The 


power of the miniſter enabled them to 


ſpread an account of the king's new at- 


tachment thro' all quarters. Emiſſaries 
were ſent into every circle, who related all 


the particulars that could fink her reputa- 


tion; and after having communicated her 
memoirs thro' the channel of the Police, 
ſome anecdotes were inſerted to make her 
an object of ridicule and contempt, and 


they even went ſo far, as to have her bur- 

leſqued in a variety of ballads that were 

echoed thro? the capital and provinces. 
 Hanp-81LLs were circulated thro' Pa- 


ris for the ſame purpoſe ; among the firſt 


we have read the following : 


6 Sept, 


4 Ea. A 


> 
” 
* 
5 


MADAM DUBARRE 23 


& Sept. 3, 1768. T here has lately appeared 


cc at Compiegne a certain Counteſs Du- 
& barre, whoſe figure has been the ſubject 
ce of much converſation. It is reported 
cc that ſhe is much liked at court, and has 
e been well received by the prince. Her 


cc beauty and ſudden fame have excited 
e the curiofity of many. Some have en- 
“ deavoured to trace the origin of this 
lady; and if we way credit the accounts 


ce that are publiſhed, ſhe is of very low 
* birth, has raiſed herſelf by ſhameful me- 


5 thods, and her whole life is one ſeries 
of baſeneſs and infamy. A perſon of 
the name of Dubarre, who pretends to 


* be a deſcendant of the noble family of 
© Barrimore in Ireland, and who had her 


„ married to his brother, is the ſecret di- 
c rector of the new miſtreſs. People ſay, 


© from the taſte and ſagacity of this ad- 
5 vyenturer, in what relates to pleaſure, 
that he has the ambition to aſpire to 


the office of confidante, in thoſe amuſe- 
ments of the ſovereign; and that he is 
* likely to ſucceed Monſieur Le Bel in that 


department.“ We may naturally ſup- 
| C 2 | | poſo 
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poſe that ſuch a paper could not have 


been eaſily diſperſed, unleſs ſome power- 

ful hand ſeeretly directed the circulation. 
VoLTAIRE himſelf, in order to flatter 

the Choiſeutls, exerciſed his wit on the oc- 


cuſion. 
Exclusiv of thoſe writings, the ge- 


neral deſign of which was to collect toge- 
ther whatever might ſet the king's taſte 
in the moſt degrading light, and make him 


aſhamed of the new attachment he had 
formed, the Choiſeuils alſo ſtirred up the 


reſentment of the royal family, and en- 

deavoured to raiſe ſuch a fermentation | 
among them, that his Majeſty, for the 
ſake of peace, was obliged to let the Coun- 
teſs ſtill remain in a ſtate of obſcurity, 
not daring to have her publicly introdu- 
ced at court. An introduction at court is 


the more eſſential to the miſtreſs of the 


| ſovereign in France, as ſhe cannot have 
any rank there without this ceremony; and 
her fituation is fo precarious, that ſhe is 
liable to be diſmiſſed every moment, 


without any proviſion, to which this pub- 


lic mark of favour gives her at leaſt a 


claim, 
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claim, if it does not entirely ſcreen her 


from diſgrace, that may attend her ſooner 


or later. In fine, Madam Dubarre had 


been hitherto no otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed | 
from the female herd of the royal deer- 


park, than by accompanying the prince in 
the different excurfions he made to the 


Country, and rivetting the chains of her 


auguſt lover. She Jodged at the palace 
of Fontainbleau all the time his majeſty 


ſojourned in that city; ſhe might flatter 
herſelf with the excluſive poſſeſſion of his 


heart and bed, but ſhe never went out in 
his coach; ſhe never fat at table with 
him in public ; ſhe could not preſume to 


vifit the Dauphin, or any of his royal 
brothers or fiſters. The crafty miniſters 


would doubtleſs have paid great reſpect 


to her recommendations; but as they might 


be ſuppoſed not to know her ſituation, 
they might plead ignorance, or give a de- 
nial without inconveniency. She received 
no viſit of ceremony from the nobles or 


foreign miniſters ; and after being once 
preſented in form, ſhe enjoyed all thoſe 


privileges, ſome as a matter of right, and 
„ the 
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the reſt as the offering of compliment and 
flattery, which cuſtom had eſtabliſhed. 
It was therefore very natural for her to 
aſpire to this firſt ſtep to honour, and 
this the oppoſite party endeavoured to pre- 
vent. She affected to give out that it 
- would not take place. The following ac- 
count was publiſhed : 

„ 12th Decemb. 1768. It is now look- 
« ed upon as certain that the Counteſs 
** Dubarre will not be introduced at court. 
© The lovely figure of this young bride 
had attracted the eyes of all the cour- 
tiers; and the king ſeemed deſirous of 
having her enrolled among the num- 
* ber af court beauties ; but the unfa- 
*« yourable impreſſions which the prin- 
ceſſes had received relative to the origin 
© and early life of the new counteſs, indu- 
„ ced them to beſeech the king not to 
«© permit her to appear in their preſence, 
His majeſty has thought proper to give 
„ way to thoſe intreaties, and endeavours 
to ſoften the mortification of the coun- 
« teſs by every mark of attention and 
** kindneſs, She refides at Verſailles in 
* « the 


« the apartments that had been occupied 
ce by Monſ. Le Bel, the firſt valet de 
chambre, who had introduced her to 
© the king. This vain ceremony occaſi- 
* oned much noiſe at court, and it is 


6 imagined that the jealouſy of the court 


ladies, who were under juſtapprehenfions 
of being eclipſed by the appearance of 
this bright luminary, contributed in a 
e great meaſure to raiſe the general com- 


* motion againſt her. The miniſters had 


taken part in this affair, in which they 
ere become materially intereſted.” _ 

Tars artful and malicious article could 
proceed only from thoſe of the oppoſite 


faction. In a few days, however, things 
took another turn, or people talked ra- 


ther in a more doubtful manner; but with 
the appearance of decency, they ſtill en- 
deavoured no leſs to make her odious and 


ridiculous by turns, either by declaring 


the revolutions that ſhe was to occafion, 
and which could not but appear fatal to 
the dependents of the Choiſeuils, and to 


the people who were prejudiced in favour 


of their miniſterial conduct, or by paint- 
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ing her in colours that ſhewed her unqua- 
lified for the part ſhe was to appear in. 


The following article was printed 28th 


December: 
« HE Counteſs Dubarre ſill continues 


ce to engage the attention of the court 


and city. The deſign of eſtabliſhing her 


* at the former, and publicly introducing 
cher, is again revived. Many wagers 
are depending at Verſailles on the iſſue 
© of the matter. Should ſhe obtain this 


* honour, there will no doubt be great 


changes in the miniſtry, The diſre- 
„ gard which his Grace the Duke of Choi- 


ce ſeuil has openly ſhewn to her, would not 


permit him to remain in office. She has 


La) 


. 


on her fide Meſſrs Bertin and St. Florentin, 
the Dukes of Richlieu, and Aiguillon, 


3 


** 


** 


ho would think it meritorious to pro- 
cure the diſmiſſion of the premier by any 
„means. They look upon him as an 
© enemy to religion, and they dread his 
& keen and reſolute capacity, particularly 
*« with regard to eceleſiaſtical matters. 


(„ As 


and all the faction of the religioniſts, 
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« As for Madam Dubarre, it is reported 


« that ſhe grows tired of the court, the 
& ceremony and reſtraint of which do not 


cc agree with her gay and open diſpoſition. 
„She is faid to be nothing but a mere 


© machine ſet in motion by certain men 
* to accompliſh their ambitious purpoſes.” 
A FE days after, the ſame journaliſt 


mentioned her in terms ſtill more moderate; 
nay, he even became her panegyriſt, This 
will appear in the following paragraph, of 


the 31{t December of the ſame year: 


Tux general converſation at Verſailles 
is, that the Counteſs Dubarre will be 
« publicly introduced the 3d of next 
«© month. There is an anecdote related 


& of her that does infinite honour to her 


_ * heart, and diſplays her moderation in 


{© that exalted condition to which ſhe is 


H raiſed, in a manner r contrary” to her de- 


et fire. 
« A FE W days ago, this lady "IO for 


6 Monkcur Billard de Mouceau, an old 
© rent-gatherer. The old man very much 
* ſurpriſed at the invitation, obeyed the 


* ſummons, in ſome doubt whether it 
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was deſigned for him. He was tharm- 


«© ed with the polite and even chearful 


d reception he met with. The lady, af- | 


tor amuſing herſelf with enquiries about 


* a little girl to whom he had ſtood ſpon- 


_ *-for, about 24 or 25 years before, and 
having chid him for his indifference, and 


total forgetfulneſs of his god- daughter, 


** ſhewed him a certificate of baptiſm to 
prove the fact, and declared herſelf to 
* be that identical girl; that, confidering 


= him as the deareſt friend ſhe had next 


©. to her mother, ſhe felt great pleaſure in 
** renewing an acquaintance with him, 


** wiſhed to cultivate an intimacy, and was 


„ happy to have it in her power to give 
him proofs of her gratitude and affec- 


* tion. Monfieur du Mouceau was quite 
*« aftonithed, and could not conceal the 
<« ſtory, as it did her ſo much honour : it 


now paſles for authentic in Paris.” 


A PARTICULAR circumſtance that was 


matter of fact, was a demonſtration to the 


court of the growing ſolidity and power 


of the Counteſs Dubarre, and of the great 
intereſt ſhe had in the heart of the king. 
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MAD AM DU BARR k. 
His Majeſty, who till then kept her at a 


diftance from his apartments and the pa- | 
lace, had her placed in the apartments 


which the late Madam Pompadour had oc- 


cupied, and which were partly become an 
appendage of the government. The Count 


of Noailles thought it his duty to make 


fome remonſtrances. with reſpe& to the 


confuſion that a change of this nature 
would create in his department. He at- 


tempted it, but without ſucceſs; and 
having infiſted too ſtrenuouſly, thro” the 


warmth of his zeal, he was near lofing the 
favour of the king. Happily, however, 
his majeſty excuſed the intemperance of the 


governor, as proceeding from his attach- 


ment to him. 


Ir was now no longer doubted hut that 
the fayourite would be introduced. without 
delay. Wagers were daily laid both for 
and againſt ; the loſers ſtill continued the 


bet, in hopes of better ſucceſs another time. 
Among other days, Wedneſday 25th Janu- 


ary, was marked out as the happy period 
for the Counteſs. This new report was ſo 
generally believed, that numbers thro” cu-- 
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riofity went poſt to Verſailles, in order to 
be preſent at the ceremony. They were 
however diſappointed in their expectations. 
It was then ſaid that the delay was owing 
to the indiſpofition of the Counteſs of 
Bearn, who had been appointed miſtreſs of 
the ceremony on the occaſion. 

Tux friends of the Dubarres pretended 
that Count John, ſo the brother-in-law 
was called, had requeſted that before the 
intended honour was conferred on his ſiſter - 


in-law, he might have time to diſſipate the 
injurious reflections caſt upon his family, 
| and authenticate his noble origin; that in 
_ conſequence he had certificates ſent from 


England, which contained a regular ge- 
nealogy, proving his deſcent from the il- 
luſtrious family of Barrimore. 

Ix the mean time the public already 


gratified Madam Dubarre with many va- 


luable landed eſtates. Some people ſaid 
ſhe had purchaſed the barony of La Lelle 
near St. Germain en Lay, formerly in the 


poſſeſſion of Monſ. Rouſſel, who fold it for 
Soo, ooo livres. Others made her miſtreſs 


of the principality of Lux that had been the : 
property 
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property of the Houſe of Luxembourg ; 
and this acquifition was believed not fo 
much on account of its real yalue, as on 
that of the brilliant title of princeſs which 
it would give her a right to aflume. 

Taz Counteſs of Bearn, whom public 
rumour had declared ſponſor at the intend- 
ed introduction of the Counteſs, received 
particular marks of favour at this time, 
which confirmed the part ſhe was to per- 


form. Her ſon, Viſcount Bearn, had juſt 
quitted the condition of page to the king: 


he was an intimate companion of the ſon 
of Count John, then page likewiſe to his 
majeſty, and afterwards known by the 


title of Viſcount Adolphus. This young 


gentleman having entered the regiment of 
Carabineers, was ſoon after introduced to 


his majeſty, He was moſt graciouſly re- 


ceived ; he had the uſe of his majeſty's. 
equipages, and from that moment was 


admitted to all the parties of pleature in 
the private apartments. 


Waar the deep politicians then doubt- 
ed, has fince been acknowledged ; that the 
delay of introducing the Counteſs Dubarre 

proceeded 
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proceeded only from the goodneſs of th 5 


prince, who wiſhed to avoid giving any 
umbrage to his family, and waited for an 
opportunity of finding them in a better 


humour for ſuch an event. He was not 
ignorant that the princeſſes were ſtimulated 


under hand to oppoſe the introduction. In 
_ conſequence of this, the Duke of Vauguyon 
was commiſſioned to inform Madam Ade- 
laide of his majeſty's intentions, and to 
perſuade that princeſs to conform to the 


will of her auguſt father. This negocia- 
tion did not ſucceed ſo quickly as the 
monarch wiſhed. The Choiſeuils, whoſe: 
influence ſtill prevailed, animated the 
princefles to adhere to their reſolution; and 
to increaſe their averſion ſtill more to thoſe 
meaſures, they painted the baſe origin of 
the favourite in the moſt extravagant co- 
lours, and exaggerated: the depravity of 
her private conduct, as well as the infamy 
of her public life: and the better to con- 


firm their repugnance, as they could not 
preſume to lay before them. the indelicate 
couplets that had been made on the Counteſs, 
and nid that this method of conveying 

ſcandal 
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ſcandal thro' the channel of ballads was 


the moſt ſevere, as well as the moſt et- 


fectual and indelible, they had verſes com- 


poſed, that expreſſed the ſame meaning in 
fact, but in a more artful and delicate 
manner, and conſequently contained great- 
er ſeverity and malice. The ſatire in 


them was dreſſed in the ſtyle and orna- 
ments of the Graces, which excluſive of 
the hiſtorical facts that they proved, 


made them valuable on account of their 
intrinſic merit. ET 8 


Bur they were ſo far from being ruin- 
ous or even injurious to Madam Dubarre, 
as her enemies had expected, that they 


ſerved only to increaſe the ardour of her 
lover. It is well known that paſſions grow 


ſtronger by oppoſition, and that thoſe of 
old men in particular are moſt obſtinate on 
ſuch occaſions. This was caſily ſcen in 


the conduct of the ſovereign, That 


prince being deſirous to have the favou- 
rite nearer to him, ordered the apartments 


of the late Dauphineſs to be given to 
| Madam Adelaide, and fixed Madam Du- 
barre in thoſe of the princeſs. This ar- 

rangement 
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rangement was neceſſary to the pleaſures of 
the king, that he might eaſily, and at any 
moment, enjoy the ſecret charms of his 


miſtreſs. He gave himſelf but little concern 


abaut the uneaſineſs of the Princeſſes, who 


were thus ſeparated from their ſiſter, in order 


to make room for a new neighbour, whom 
they deteſted ſtill more and more. The 


managers of this removal inſinuated, that 
if they had a real affection for their auguſt 
father, they ſhould ſacrifice every thing to 


his ſatisfaction without murmuring.. 


FO all thoſe particular machinations 
of the Choiſeuils, from their animoſity and 
violence in exclaiming againſt the new fa- 
vourite of fortune, in reviling her, and 
circulating the moſt ſcandalous reports and 


infamous ſtories, it became neceſfary for 


the Dubarres not only to defend themſelves, 


but likewiſe to attack their formidable 


enemies ; and as they could not do it 
openly, to endeavour to undermine them 
gradually, and by ſecret meaſures. This 
ſpecies of polite treachery, of flow and 


premeditated malice and villainy, did not 


ſuit the diſpoſition of a. young, giddy, 
artleſs 
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artleſs female, who was accuſtomed to ſay 
every thing that came into her head, with- 
out regard to the conſequence. The Coun- 
teſs therefore did not attempt to conccal 


her hatred againſt thoſe enemies, who wan- 


tonly provoked her reſentment ; but ſub- 
ſtituting humour inſtead of the bitterneſs 


that generally accompanies thoſe diſputes, 
ſhe made a jeſt of what excited the moſt 
violent rage in others. We cannot forget 
that about this time ſhe amuſed herſelf 


with a play that was quite childiſh, which 


however was a prelude to the great events 
that followed : ſhe frequently uſed to take 


an orange in each hand, and throwing 


them up in the air alternately, cried out 
in a jocular manner, 2 arc ay chene fy 


away Proſlia. 

Tus revolution however that took place, 
was not effected ſuddenly. The great cre- 
dit of the miniſter, that coloſſus of in- 
fluence and power, like a towering oak 


that with its head ſeemed to touch the ſkies, 
and with its roots to penetrate the infernal 


regions, ſtruck awe into thoſe very people 


who were moſt cager for his downfal. NO 


lady 
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lady had reſolution enough to attempt the 
introduction of Madam Dubarre : the 
Counteſs of Bearn, who at firſt intended 

to perform the ceremony, was reſtrained by 
the conſequences ſhe was made to appre- 
hend. However as ſhe had agreed to un- 


dertake it, in order to elude the promiſe, 


the pretended to have ſtrained her foot, to 
have an apology for confining herſelf to 


the houſe, 

Cour John then, who was the ſoul of 
the whole intrigue, perceiving the ne- 
ceſſity of fixing the King by an authen- 


tic act of acknowledgement, bent his 


thoughts another way. He found out 
a certain Madam D'Alogny, who, though 
qualified for admiſſion to court, had not 
however appeared there. She was a lady 
of no great reputation in Paris. He did 


not find it difficult to dazzle her with fine 


promiſes : ſhe was therefore introduced, 


and confidered as the perſon who was to 


ſupply the place of Madam Bearn. The de- 
ſign of this ceremony was ſo publicly 
talked of, that the Princeſs Adelaide (as re- 
port then ſaid) was fo diſpleaſed with the 
„„ 
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part Madam D'Alogny was about to per- 


form, that when ſhe was introduced to 


her, and kneeling, agrceably to the eti- 


quette, in order to kiſs the hem of her 


garment, ſhe was ſo very far from raifing 
her, or preſenting her hand to kiſs, as was 
uſual, that ſhe even ſuffered her to remain 


in that humiliating poſture. 


TRE intended introduction however was 


now looked upon as certain, as the Mar- 
quis of Marigny had given orders about 


this time to the comptrollers of the ſeveral 
royal habitations, ſuch as Marli, Choifi, 
Belleveu, to fit up the apartments of the 
late Marchioneſs of Pompadour, in the 


ſame manner as they had been; and to re- 


ſtore all the communications between them 
and thoſe of the ſovereign. Hence it was 


concluded that Madam Dubarrè would 
move about to thoſe places, to which none 
were admitted but ladies who had been 


introduced and appointed by his majeſty ; 


and as the ſeaſon approached for thoſe 
country excurſions, the hour for the cere- 
mony ſeemed to be at hand. 85 
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ALMosT a month however had elapſed 


fince the death of Madam D'Alogny, the 
ſecond intended ſponſor ; this revived the 
hopes of the oppoſite party, and encou- 


raged them to think that his majeſty was 
ſtill perplexed, and timorous of oppoſing 


the defires of his family in ſo public a 
manner. Various introductions that hap- 
pened during that interval, corroborated 


their conjectures, and numberleſs wagers. 


were now laid about the matter. 
Taz Count Dubarre at length adviſed 


his ſiſter- in- law to exert the laſt reſource 


which could not fail of being moſt effica- 
cious. She threw herſelf in tears at the 
feet of her lover : ſhe conjured him by all 


the tenderneſs and love that he was pleaſed 
to ſhew her, not to leave her expoſed to 


the injurious attacks of her enemies; ſhe 
earneſtly begged of him to filence their 
malice by declaring his favour and kind- 
neſs for her in a ſolemn manner, and thus 


ſhelter her under the wings of his royal 


5 protection. This ſcene, which was acted 
in the moſt pathetic manner, had all the 
wiſhed-for effect. . 
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N | SEVERAL meſſengers were ſent from | ' 
Verſailles in the evening of the 22d of 1 
; April, to notify that the Counteſs Dubarre 1 | | | 
had been publicly introduced that day, bt 
when the king returned from hunting. : 41 
: This occafioned a great ſtir and buſtle in " 
Paris. Tt was afferted that all the foreign | & 
miniſters were to diſpatch couriers that K 
very night to their reſpective courts, to make | 14 


Ek non the important news. As there is 
no better method of aſcertaining facts 
than py the teſtimony of contemporary 
1 writers, and that, in accounts of this na- 
ture, where ſo many people are intereſted 


4 2 of A jen 5 < — — r 
rr n 1 * 
"IO 
N N 


in diſguiſing the truth, the firſt general 1 | 
cry is always the beſt, the moſt authentic, ii iþ 
and beſt calculated to prove the effect Wes 
they produce ; we ſhall therefore give our 909 | | 
; 8 
readers the accounts as they were publiſh- | 1 
ed the 25th of April, three days after the = 


introduction : 1.237 
* His majeſty, after - a long ſtruggle 

about the introduction of the Countels, 
* was at length worked into a compliance 
by the repeated ſollicitations of that 
© lady, who conſidered as reproachtul the 
" ſuſpenſion 
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wy ſuſpenſion of a ceremony, that had been 
“C Jong fince talked of, and frequently men- 


* tioned in the foreign newſpapers. Mov- 
ed by her tears and intreaties he at length 
66 has fixed his gracious reſolution. 


IN conſequence whereof, on Friday : 


cc the 21ſt, after returning from the chaſe, 


c his majeſty gave notice that there would 


* be a preſentation at court the day fol- 


„ lowing ; that it would be ſingle; and 
e one that had been long expected; in fine, 
* he declared that Madam Dubarre would 


«© be the ſubject. 

<« In the evening a jeweller. carried 
« diamonds to the lady to the amount of 
* one hundred thouſand livres. 


© Txpe next day ſuch numbers appeared 


„ at court, that it was thought to be more 
* more crowded than on the marriage of 


e the Duke of Chartres; fo that the ſove- 
c reign, aſtoniſhed at ſuch a deluge of ſpec- 


6e Qtators, aſked if the palace was on fire. 
„TE Counteſs Dubarre was very well 


ce received by the princeſſes, and even had 
* particular marks of favour ſhewn her. 


© The next day being Sunday, ſhe was 
preſent 
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ce preſent while they were at dinner. Every 


e ſpectator admired the dignity of her car- 
© riage, her graceful attitudes and motions. 


c The part of a court lady is generally 


e Riff and aukward the firſt days of per- 


c formance, but Madam Dubarre acquit- 


« ted herſelf with as much eaſe as if the | 


« had been. long habituated to the prov. 
& tice. - 

« Ever ſince, the Count Dubarrè 
« gives ſuppers, to which ſhe invites the 


„ nobility and foreign miniſters ; it is aſ- 


6 ſerted that ſhe concludes her invitation 
« with theſe words: His Majeſty will Ho- 


© nour me with his company. 


«© By ſome fatality inſeparable from * 
6 moſtall human felicity, it is apprehended 


„ that the happineſs of this idolized miſ- 
* treſs, now at the very ſummit of great- 
e neſs, is not without alloy. People have 
6 obſerved for ſome time paſt an altera- 
« tion in her health; ſhe grows thinner; 


and thoſe who are apt to make the worſt 
of every thing, pretend to ſay that this 
« waſting ſurely portends her approaching 
0 Anon.“ 
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| Ir was the Counteſs of Bearn who offi 


ciated at the ceremony of introduction, 


The general opinion was, that the received 


a gratuity of 100,000 livres for her 
complaiſance. 


Turs event, and the part which the 
lady performed on that occaſion and af- 


terwards, being the only female about 
court who affociated with the favourite, 
made her the ſubje& of much converſa- 
tion, and occaſioned many enquiries about 


her origin. It was afferted that ſhe was 
a lady of quality, in poor circumſtances, 
who had been married to a gentleman of 


Perigard, an officer in the life-guards, of 
no fortune, who died ſome years ago in 
obſcurity, without being honoured even 
with the order of St. Louis. Madam de 


Bearn being a woman of art and intrigue, 
made a journey to Paris, in order to 


carry on a law-ſuit, the origin of which 
went ſo far back as the time of the 


celebrated Montaigne ; who, by a lame 


clauſe in the article of marriage of his 


daughter, had given room for a conteſt 


that began above a century ago, between 


the 
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the anceſtors of Madam de Bearn and thoſe 


of the family of Saluces. This lady 
being determined to bring this impor— 
tant diſpute to a concluſion, it being an 
object of more than 100,000 crowns, having 


but little money to proceed with, made 
| herſelf known to ſeveral perſons at court to 


whom ſhe was related, and among others 


to the Dutcheſs of Aiguillon. By perſe- 
verance and application ſhe ſucceeded ſo 


far at firſt, as to obtain a confiderable pro- 
viſion, which enabled her to make an ap- 
pearance ſuitable to her birth, and to ob- 


+ain credit. She made ſuch uſe of the 


opportunity, that ſhe launched out into ex- 
travagance ; the more readily too as ſhe 


had not been accuſtomed to that train of 


lite; fo that notwithſtanding the powerful 
{upplics ſhe had obtained from the deciſion 


_ of the law, ſhe was ſtill involved. Thoſe 


circumſtances, and her being related to the 
family of Aiguillon and Richlicu, natu— 
rally threw her on the ſide of the Countefs 
Dubarre, and determined her to the ſtep 
ſhe had taken. She had, however, gained 


her cauſe in the interim; but being wiruans 
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engaged, and wanting afliſtance beſides, to 


provide for five children ſhe had, the over- 


leaped thoſe prejudices which might have 


reſtrained other court ladies, unawed by 


the fear of becoming an object of their 
cenſure or ridicule, which ſhe was very 


capable of returning by her wit and r 
talents for repartee. 
SHE therefore accompanied Madam Du- 


barre in the journey to Marli, which hap- 
pened ſoon after the introduction of the 
latter. Marli is a delightful rural reſi- 


dence, deſigned as a place of retirement 


and relaxation for the heads of the ſtate, 
from the fatigue of bulinels in winter, and 
the pleaſures of that ſeaſon. 
Taz king was in hopes that the proxi- 
mity of this place to Paris, would make 
the favourite more familiar at court; but 


the expectations of his majeſty were diſ- 


appointed. A gloomy dulneis prevailed. 


The ladies could not as yet familiarize 


themſelves to the new beauty of the place, 


who far outſhone them. It is even affirm- 


ed, that the Princeſs of Guemene had 


openly affronted her in the preſence of the 
ſovereign; 
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ſovereign; which gave great offence to 


his majeſty. She was diſmiſſed from her 


attendance on the young princeſſes, to whom 


ſhe had been appointed governeſs, after 
the death of the Counteſs of Marſan. 

 OrHess, without ſhewing any exterior 
marks of contempt, did not aflociate with 
her; ſo that Madam Dubarre, Madam de 
Bearn, and Madam D'Alogny, formed a 


| ſeparate trio. The favourite, at this firſt 
excurſion, had no regular quarters allotted 
her. She lodged in the palace in a ſmall 
apartment next the king's, that was fitted 
up for the purpoſe, 


Tn conſternation or ſtupidity of the 


court had a viſible effect even on the ſpirit 
of gaming, which was leſs animated than 
uſual. Many noblemen declined cutting 


in, under the pretext of wanting money; 
ſo that the journey ended without being re- 


markable as others had been, for ſacri- 
ficing many wretched victims to that de- 
ſtructive paſhon. The capricious humours 
and intrigues of the women engroſſed the 
attention, and prevented the rage of play 


from being carried to exceſs. 
D 2 
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Mapau Dubarre however played. We 


are told that one day, while ſhe was enga- | 


£ed at pharoah, upon ſeeing the fatal card 


turned up againſt her, ſhe exclaimed incon- 


fiderately, I am finely cooked. The expreſ- 
ſion did not eſcape notice. The winner, 
while he took her money, made anſwer,“ e 
© have no room to doubt what you ſay, Aludam; 


o myſt be the beſt judge in thoſe matters.” 


The remark was ſevere, as it alluded to the 
profeſſion of her mother, who had been 
a cook-maid. 
Ix fine, the excurſion, which could net 
be agreeable to Madam Dubarre on ac- 
count of the frequent mortifications ſhe 
experienced, was concluded ; and the 
Court returned to Verſailles with as little 
ſatisfaction as they had left it. 
Tur retiring of Marſhal d'Eftrees from 


the council, on account of his ill ſtate of 
health, was an event of greater im- 


portance, and engaged the attention ef 
the courtiers at this critical period. For, 


though the death or retreat of a miniſter, 


by making a vacancy in the council, does 
rt ab! »lutely require it to be filled up, it 
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was not however ſuppoſed, that this place 
would remain vacant. Every body was there- 


fore curious to know what choice his ma- 
jeſty would make on account of the circum- 
ſtances, and the conſequences that might 


be deduced from ſuch a reſolution. The 


Dukes of Richlieu and Aiguillon were on 


the liſt; and ſhould either of thoſe no- 


blemen be appointed, as was conjectured, . 
ſuch an event would demonſtrate the ap- 
parent influence of their party, and of 


courſe the declining intereſt of the oppo- 


fite faction. The moſt able politicians | 


were then of opinion, however, that the 


Duke of Choiſeuil would not be diſmiſſed. 
＋ hey thought him ſo ſecure by his on 


Power and influence, and by the intereſt 
of ſoreign ſtates, to whom he was in ge- 
neral very acceptable; and he appeared ſo 


neceſſary from his intimate knowledge of 
all the various intrigues carrying on in 


Europe, that they looked upon it as diffi- 
cult to remove him from the miniſtry, 


where he laboured with ſuch abilities. 


This reaſon, however, was but triſling. In 
courts we have frequently obſerved the 
D 3 moſt 
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moſt uſeful men ſacrificed to little private 
paſſions. But the hour of triumph to the 
adverſe faction, was not yet arrived; it 
was neceſſary to proceed ſlowly, and work 


upon the king with caution. Madam Du- 


| barre, while her friends were thus ſche- 


ming for her, indulged the natural gaiety 


of her temper, and amuſed herſelf with 
little ſcenes of humour, which ſoothed her 


| vanity, and did ſome honour to her heart: 


hence it was concluded, that ſhe was not 


unmindful of herſelf. Her interview with | 


Mr. Dumouceau, her father-in-law, 1s 


a proof of this; that anecdote afforded 
much pleaſure and entertainment. There 
has been a ſhort account of the affair al- 


ready publiſhed in one of the newſpapers, 
which we have quoted; but we ſhall gra- 
tify our readers with a more exact and 
circumſtantial narrative. 
Wi have obſerved in the beginning how 
that financier had deſerted and entirely 
forgot his god-daughter. Age had ſo far 


deade ned his inclination for the ſex, that 
he was no longer curious about affairs of 
gallantry; he only heard what was known 


0 
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to every body, that a lady of pleaſure had 


been introduced into the royal bed; but the 


change of name, and other circumſtances 


of her ſtory, that were but little known, 
prevented him from ſuſpecting his god- 
daughter to be the fortunate heroine, that 
had been raiſed to the brilliant rank of fa- 
vourite miſtreſs. Moreover, ſhe had notbeen 
introduced at court as vet, and the vulgar 
ſtories which the Choiſeuils endeavoured 
to circulate with regard to the origin and 


early life of Madam Dubarre, could not 
but miſlead and decerve him. Judge then 
how great his aſtoniſhment, when he receiv- 
ed an invitation from the Counteſs Dubar- 
re in rue des Petits Champs, where ſhe then 


refided ! He was ſo bewildered in thought, 


that he could not form any probable con- 
jecture. Beſides, he might perhaps have 
been guilty of ſome indiſcretion, and im- 
prudently repeated one or other of the 
fabulous ſtories that had been fabricated 


to vility the lady's reputation. He could 


not however refuſe going to the place ap- 
pointed. He made his appearance there, 


more dead than alive. His appretieafions 
D 4 in 
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in all probability affected his fight, and 
prevented him from recollecting a figure, 
which could not have eſæaped him on any 
other occafion, We may readily fuppoſe, 
that his tefror and contuſion afforded no 
ſmall entertainment to his god-daughter, 
After enjoying his uneaſineſs for a while, 
| the told him that ſhe would be glad, if 
he could give her any information about 
a god- daughter of his, who had been an 
intimate companion and friend of hers, at 
Mr. Labille's, the haberdaſher's; that 
tor curiofity proceeded from her affecti- 
0526 regard to the girl. This was a new 
fubiect of confuſion to the old man, as it 
zeminded him of his culpable negle&. 
He confefled his 1gnorance of the fate of 
that young lady. He apologized for his 

conduct, by obſerving, That the mother 
had ſeduced her youth, and fo far cor- 

rupted her morals, that he had abandoned 
her entirely, For ſhame! ſhe ſaid, how 
could you deſert her, at the very time 
when your protection and aſſiſtance were 

moſt neceflary ? Your neglect, inſtead of 
recalling her from the paths of error, 

nr +3 _ 
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may have been the occafion of her ſinking 
into the depths of depravity, beyond a 
poſhbility of her recovery. Would you not 


rejoice, ſaid ſhe, to find her again? Should 


you know her again 2 The old man now 
began to recover from his terror and un- 


eaſineſs, and aſſuming more courage, re- 
plied, with a faultering accent, Moſt un- 
doubtedly I ſhould know her; I daily re- 
pent of my cruelty. . Well then, know 
her, added the Counteſs haſtilv, you have 
her before you; I am the perſon. No- 
thing could exceed the contuſion of Monſ. 


Dumouceau at this ecclaircitiment. A 
thouſand different ideas which he could not 
account. for, crowded upon his unagina- 


tion at once; his fears returned, and ab- 


ſorbed every other ſentiment, until the affa- 


bility, Eindnefs, and tender behaviour of his 


ward, which even ſoftened her into tears, 
had ditpelied thoſe apprehenſions, and called 


up every ſentiment of gratitude, He funk 


with emotion at her feet, and kiſſed her 


hand with the moſt reſpectful ardout. 


The Counteſs aftiſted him to get up, af. 


ſuring him at the ſame time, that the had 
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only the favours ſhe had received from 


him, and that one of the moſt flattering 


circumſtances in her preſent elevation, was 


the power ſhe had of repaying him a hun- 
dlred-fold for all the obligations he had 


conferred upon her. And indeed he poſ- 


ſeſſed ever after great intereſt with his god- 
daughter, which he has not abuſed : this 
plainly appeared in the unhappy caſe of 


Billard his relation. Madam Dubarrè did 


every thing poſſible, in order to fave him. 
Her efforts in favour of the criminal pro- 
ved unſucceſsful, owing to an unfortunate 
rupture at that time between her and the 
chancellor. 

ALL Paris heard of the viſit the Counteſs 
paid to Madam de la Garde: her dreſs 
and equipage were of the moſt ſplendid 
kind on the occaſion. After thus mortify- 


ing the pride of that haughty Financier's 
Lady by this pomp and parade, in one 


who had formerly been her attendant ; 
the then aſſured her of the moſt grateful. 


diſpofition, promiſing to exert all her in- 
- tereſt and friendſhip for the children; nor 


did ſhe fail to ſerve them with the moſt 


> 2alous protection. Tae 
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Taz adventure ſhe had with the Count 


de Coigni, in the winter before ſhe was 
introduced at Coun, did not prove fo 
agreeable, That officer was juſt returned 


from Corſica, and impatient to renew his 
connections with the fair ſex, which 
had been entirely ſuſpended during his 


ſtay in that iſland, where the women are 


ugly, ill-bred and difguſting ; the mo- 
ment he arrived in Paris, he waited on 


Mademoiſelle L'Ange, of whoſe good for- 


tune he was totally ignorant: beſides the 
affair was ftill doubtful. The lady, at 
firſt, flattered by the attention of that 


nobleman, received him with her uſua! 


politeneſs and good humour :. this en- 
couraged him to a greater familiarity and 
freedom. The Counteſs, whoſe connection 


with the king was ſtill a fecret, did not 


think herſelf authoriſed to aſſume the 
character of royal miltreſs, in order to 
check the forwardneſs of the Count; the 
only told him that ſhe was married, — O, 
married To hom? — 
Dubarrè, brother to him at whoſe hoult 
you viſited me. 


To Count 


You banter ſurely, my 
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dear, 


But tho' you were married—what 
then ?— Tis a circumſtance will give a 
new reliſh to our enjoyment. You will 
have the pleaſure of adding one more to 
the long hiſt of cuckolds you have made. 

Tux Count was now grown more warm 
and preſſing ; the Counteſs found it necef- 
ſary to expreſs her diſſatisfaction; ſhe aſ- 
ſumed an air of dignity, and told him 
that weighty reaſons oppoſed a repetition 
of his vifits; that the was willing to for- 
give his impertinence on account of their 
former connections, to which a ſuperior 
cauſe muſt now be an eternal bar; the 
public however would ſoon inform him of 
thoſe matters. She then rung her bell, 
ordered the Count's ſervants to be called, to 
wait on their maſter out, and thus diſmiſſed 
him with an air of majeſty that filled him 
with the utmoſt confuſion and aftoniſh- 
ment. Being ſoon after informed of the 
blunder he had committed, he wrote a 
molt reſpecttul letter to the favourite, and 
begged of her to attribute his preſumption 
to his ignorance. We have not heard that 

the 
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| the ever expreſſed the leaſt reſentment 
about this affair.. 

Ir is farther obſerved, in juſtice to 
Madam Dubarre, that no lady, however 
accuſtomed by rank or birth to the pomp 
and ſplendor of high life, ever behaved 
with more moderation and diſcretion in 
the exalted fituation to which ſhe was 
raiſed. Far from being intoxicated with 

her elevation, ſhe diſplayed a prudence 
and caution beyond what could have been 
expected. Being ſenſible how much ſhe 
was expoſed to the jealouſy of ſo many 
rivals of her charms and power, ſhe aſ- 
ſumed a modeſty that muſt have ſilenced 
and difarmed them, if it was poſſible to 

fubdue envy. While ſhe lived with all 
the ſplendor that her rank required, ſhe 
perſonally avoided all public ceremony. 
The day after ſhe had been preſented at 
court, which was Whitſunday, the people 
flocked to Verſailles in hopes of ſeeing 
her ; but they were ö ſhe did 
not appear the whole day. 

SHE ſolicited no favours for herſelf or 


family, and ſeemed to have no other with 
Or 
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or defire, but to merit the eſteem and fa- 
vour of the prince by her zeal and attach- 
ment to his perſon. 

Bur what was moſt extraordinary, her 
royal lover, whoſe paſſion was then un- 
bounded, who could not bear to be a mo- 
ment without her, never thought of ma- 
king any proviſion for her. He only gave 
her one half of a place of farmer- general 
of St. Virly, to which he had not nomi- 
nated any perſon: he gave the other half 
to the ſon-in-law of Monſieur Andouille, 
who had the reverſion of the Place of ſer-- 
geant- ſurgeon. 
| Mapan Dubarre not only neglected 
| herſelf and friends, but by a rare inſtance - 
of generoſity, obtained favours for her 
enemies. 

Cour de ie ile brother to the Duke 
de Choiſeuil, obtained the reverſion of the 
government of Straſbourg.. That city is 
the key of the kingdom. The place is 
generally conferred on the oldeſt marſhal of 
France, as being a poſt of the utmoſt con- 
fidence and importance. This deviation 
from a long eltabliſhed cuſtom, was a 

| proc 
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proof of the moſt fignal favour; and more 
particularly fo, as it was confidered as an 
earneſt of the batoon of Marſhal of 
France : befides, from the great age 
of Marſhal Balincourt, who was then 
_ governor of the place, the Count in all 
appearance had not long to wait for 
poſſeſſion. It was thought, therefore, that 
this new favour conferred on the family 
of Choiſeuil was not beſtowed, at leaſt 
without conſulting Madam Dubarré. 
Thoſe who were unwilling to attribute 
her conduct on this occaſion to the ge- 


nine ſentiments of true greatneſs, aſcrib- 


ed it to policy. It is certain that the 
king, to whom Choiſeuil then appeared a 
neceſſary miniſter, . endeavoured to affect 
2 reconciliation between him and his 
miſtreſs. The ſupper that was given a 
few days after at Belle-Vue leaves no room 
to doubt this. The Duke and Madam 
Dubarre were of the party, and the Dut- 
cheſs of Grammont might have been there 
likewiſe, had that haughty lady defired it; 
this at leaſt was the common report among 
the courtiers. As this ſupper was an ob. 
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ject of univerſal curiofity at the time, we 
ſhall give our. readers the particulars as 


they were circulated in hand-bills. 

Wx have collected with care and at- 
*© tention the particulars of the famous 
« ſupper on Thurſday laſt, on account 


of the important conſequences it may 


produce; as this is the true thermo- 


e meter by which the courtiers are to be 
directed, in calculating the degrees of 


© heat and cold, neceſſary to be uſed in 
their future addreſſes and aſſiduity. It 
e is related, that the lady of. Marſhal de 


« Mirepoix, and Madam Flavacourt ar- 
5 rived firſt, and were walking in the gar- 


dens of Belle-Vue when the Duke of 
Choiſeuil entered with his train, and 
* formed a group on the oppoſite fide. 


The company, as they went in, turned 


© to the right or left, as their inchnations 
* led, and increaſed one or other party; 
„ farcaſm and raillery were flying about 


% on both fides, when the king made his 
appearance. His majeſty advanced to 


„Madam Dubarre, paid her many com- 
60 * pliments, expreſſed. his ſatisfaction of 
© enjoy ing 
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e enjoying her company for the firſt time 
* in that agreeable place, and politely 
offered to ſhew her all its beauties. In 
* the mean while, the Duke of Choiſeuil 
remained unnoticed with his followers, 
* who gradually diminiſhed, until at 
« length he was left walking alone. When 
© the hour of ſupper came, the king 


ce placed the favourite next himſelf, and 


* on her right hand Count la March, 


well knowing he ſaid, his friendſhip for 
* that lady. The reſt of the company 


© might fit where they would. The king 
* and a great number of the gueſts were 
perfectly gay and ſprightly all the time 
of ſupper, but the Duke of Choiſeuil did 
6e not diſplay that ſerenity and good 


“ humour which he generally ſhews on 


© occaſions of ſuch feſtivity. He con- 


© yerſed with none but thoſe who ſat 
© near him. The Counteſs behaved with 


„the ſame eaſe ſhe had ſhewn at her 


te firſt introduction. Her wit, her viva- 


« city and charms ſhone with equal luſtre. 


After ſupper the king, having the gueſts 


to play, defired a table for the Counteſs, 


ard 
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ce and the game that was moſt pleaſing to 
& her. Madam Flavacourt requeſted to be 


ce of the party, and Marſhal Richlieu like- 
6 wiſe, adding, That he was perfectly de- 


C voted to the ſervice of Madam Dubarre. 


* The king made up a party at whiſt, of 
«© which the Duke of Choiſeuil was one, ac- 
4 cording to cuſtom. The next morning, 


& after his Majeſty was dreſſed, he went 


with the captain of the guards, and 


& his firſt gentleman of the bed-chamber, 


c to the toilette of Madam Dubarre, 
where he ſtaid an hour. The young 


_ © Dubarre, nephew to the Counteſs, who 
© had lately been one of the pages of 
* the king's bed-chamber, had the honour 
eto be invited to the ſupper.” 5 
SUCH is the account, as publiſhed of 
this ſupper ; whence every one formed con. 
jectures as fancy ſuggeſted. The depar- 


ture of the Duke of Choiſeuil a few days 


after, for his eſtate of Chanteloup, gave 


birth to new ſurmiſes. As it was not 


uſual with him, at that ſeaſon of the year, 
to take ſuch a journey, it gave ſome peo- 
ple a plauſible pretence to ſpread a re- 


port. 


no” 


bim. 
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port of his having been diſmiſſed. Others 
on the contrary ſaid, that it was a politic 
reſolution in the miniſter, in order to know 


preciſely what he had to expect. Being 


perſuaded, that if his intereſt ſuffered no- 


thing by his abſence, he ſhould then be ſu- 


perior to every future attack. They added, 
that this bold ſtep by proving ſucceſsful, 
filenced every unfavourable report that had 
been circulated on that account, and was 


a farther confirmation to the whole king- 


dom of the confidence the monarch re- 
| poſed in him. ” 
It is certain, that many perſons were 
_ deceived by this politic reſolution of the 
Duke, who in fact, returned from Chan- 


teloup without any viſible decreaſe of fa- 


vour; but unfortunately that of the Coun- 
teſs daily augmented, a circumſtance that 


could not fail fooner or later being fatal to 


made a preſent of Lucienne to his miſtreſs. 


That delightful villa had been given to 
the Counteſs of Toulouſe, for whom the 
king had a particular love and veneration. 


at 


The public was convinced of this, 
by a diſtinguiſhed gift of his Majeſty. He 
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At the death of that princeſs, he made a 
preſent of it to the Duke of Penthievre, 


who- having had the misfortune to loſe his 
fon the prince of Lamballe there, con- 
ceived a diſlike to the place, and returned 
it to his maſter. It is a- moſt delicious 
habitation, calculated merely for pleaſure, 


and of no other ufe; it is even too confined. 


for a lady who has to entertain the mo- 


narch and his court. Madam Dubarre has · 


fince built an additional wing, of which 
we ſhall take notice in another place. 


Soo after the ſupper at Belle-Vue, the 
favourite obſerving, that ſome ladies of 
quality paid aſſiduous attention to her, 


thought the might diſpenſe with the at- 


tendance of the Counteſs: of Bearn, who 
had acted as miſtreſs: of the ceremony, at- 
her firſt introduction at Court. From that 


period ſhe had been her conſtant com- 
panion; ſhe has been even nominated one 
of the firſt of the company for a ſecond 
tour to Marli, Madam Dubarre wrote 


her a letter, to acquaint her with the in- 


tended. ſeparation, Copies of the letter 
- were 
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were handed about. The contents were as 
follow : 


Madam, 
« | cannor ſufficiently thank you for 


6c your kind complaiſance and attention to 
* me. It would be an abuſe of your fa- 
ce yours, if I laid you under any farther 

© reſtraint. I beg you will therefore enjoy 
ce that liberty which I know you love, and 
of which you have ſo long deprived 
46 yourſelf out of a partial regard to me. 


It would be exacting too much from 


*« friendſhip, to defire a continuance of the 
:* ſacrifice. You have frequently hinted 


« your diflike to a place for which you 


are better calculated than J am, and 
c where however we in a manner firſt made 
our appearance together. You have 


e buſineſs in Paris. As ſoon as the jour- 


ce ney to Marli is over, I beg the favour of 
you to indulge your wiſhes and put 
*« yourſelf to no farther inconvenience 


about me. Go and amuſe yourſelf at 


the palace of Luxemburg. Leave me 
{© to the hurry and buſtle of Verſailles, 


ce where, 
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«© where, you may be affured, I ſhall never 
forget you.“ 


Tais epiſtle was the (abject of much 
criticiſm. Some people declared they 
could ſee nothing in it but the good- nature 
of Madam Dubarre, and fincere defire to 


avoid any farther reſtraint to a lady, who 
from choice, had always ſhunned the 


Court, and that formality and ceremony ſo 
foreign to her vivacity and temper. Others 


_ fancied, they diſcovered ingratitude, too 
frequent among courtiers. They ſaid that 


Madam de Bearn, whoſe perſon was far 


from agreeable, and whoſe conduct did 


not correſpond with her birth or education, 


had diſpleaſed the king; and that Madam 


Dubarrè having no longer occaſion for her, 


as has been already remarked, far from 
oppoſing the will of her illuſtrious lover, 
had facrificed her without any hefitation, 


And certain it is, that, from this time, all 


intimacy between them ceaſed. It is more 
probable that Count John, who was the 
Mentor of his ſiſter- in- law, had conceived 


apprehenſions from the intriguing ſpirit 


of the god-mother, and thought it necel- 
ſary 
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ſary to remove her, before ſhe had gained a 
greater aſcendant over the royal miſtreſs. 


As Alx, this removal was a farther con- 


firmation of the increaſing influence of the 
favourite at Court; as the ladies who had 
before avoided her, now began to ſeek. 


her acquaintance. But a ſtill ſtronger teſti- 


mony of this matter, was the homage paid 
her by men of letters. The firſt offering 


of the kind made to that lady, is thus re- 
lated in one of the newſpapers; 


* 11 JUNE, 1773. Tho' it is the province 
cc of the muſes to ſing the graces, ſtill the 


ce beauty, talents and virtues of the Coun- 


© teſs Dubarre, had till now remained in 
<£ unjuſt obſcurity, notwithſtanding her 


introduction at Court had placed them 
< in ſo elevated a point of view. All the 


5 literary -gentlemen, whether from re- 


<« ſpect or admiration, had neglected to 


burn incenſe on the altar of this new 


* divinity, The Chevalier de la Mor- 


© liere, more daring or fortunate, has 
* lately dedicated a book to her, on the 


** doctrine of Fatality; this work is a col- 


lection of particular ſtories, calculated 


cc to 
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to prove, that there is no avoiding our 


* fatal deſtiny. By this artful manucevre, 
© the author will eſcape the fate of bad 
books; this compoſition, which does not 


even riſe to mediocrity, has a moſt ra- 
te pid fale. Every perſon is impatient to 
read the preface, It is. generally be- 


* lieved, that Mr. de la Morliere had a 
c tacit permiſſion from the modeſty of the 
ce lady, and that his example will be fol- 
«© lowed by ſome panegyriſts more worthy 


£6 of the heroine.” 


Tux journaliſt was right; all the men 


of letters gradually took ſhelter under the 
wings of the new Minerva. The Duke of 
Choiſeuil, the Dutcheſs of Grammont, his 


fiſter, and their party, reſtrained them for 
ſome time. Their vanity and ſelf- love was 
flattered, by infinuating how much they 


_ would debaſe themſelves, in proſtituting 
their pens to dignify the character of this 


illiterate Urania, who could ſcarce read, 


But the captivating gale of fayour, blow- 


ing entirely from that quarter, all, even to 
the philoſophers, and authors of every art 
and ſcience, bowel the knee to the idol. 

| Ax p 
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AXD indeed it was no wonder that men 
deſtitute of intereſt or protection, and 


| ſometimes labouring under all the diſtreſſes 
of poverty, ſhould follow the example of 
perſonages of the higheſt rank. An anec- 


dote is related of the Duke of Tremes, 


that manifeſt to what a depth of proftitu- 


tion a courtier is capable of finking. This 
titled reſemblance of man went to Marli, 
in order to fee the Counteſs, and not hap- 


pening to meet with her, wrote to her in 


the following terms: The little jackanapes 
of the Counteſs Dubarre has been to pay hi; 
devoirs to that lady. In order to compre- 


hend all the meanneſs of this term, the 
reader muſt obſerve, that the Duke is much 
deformed ; that the Counteſs uſed to make 
a jeſt of his hump-back; and that this 


deſpicable courtier thought himſelf happy 
in being an object of nurth even in that ri- 
diculous light. Hence we may form an 


idea of the turn of mind of the lady, ot 
her behaviour at court, and the manners 


that prevailed there through her example. 
A $SPECIE3 of adulation more inſipid 
and no leſs extravagant, induced another 


5 courtier 
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courtier to compoſe the following lines: 
They were written at St. Hubert, where 
the king went to obſerve the tranſit 
of Venus, a phenomenon that then en- 
gaged the attention of the Academy of 
Sciences. The Prince was a lover of the 
arts, and had a reliſh for their moſt ſub- 
lime ſpeculations; he held the teleſcope 
to the eye of his new miſtreſs, as he had 
already given her ſome leſſons in aſtrono- 
my, ſufficient to make the phenomenon in- 
tereſting. This was the ſubject that in- 
ſpired our poet. He thus addreſſes him- 
ſelf to the nobles who attended his majeſty 
on the occaſion : 

What can this teleſcope explain, 

This Venus, or this God of Day? 
The apparatus all is vain, 
A brighter horoſcope ſurvey. 
In thoſe delicious gardens move, 
Stars of more propitious light. 


Mx. de Maupeou, the new chancellor, 
naturally fawning and ſupple, was not 
the laſt to adore the riſing ſun, He 
claimed kindred with the Dubarres ; and 
this affinity, of which nobody before had 

„ "he 
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the leaſt idea, became very public, by his 


frequently addreſſing the Counteſs with the 
familiar appellation of couſin. It was even 
related, that having purpoſely waited on 


that lady, at an hour when there was a large 


company, and as every one aroſe out of 


reſpect to his gown, he begged that they 


might uſe no ceremony with him, obſerv- 
ing that he viſited only as a relation, and 
he was one of the family. 

Tax above magiſtrate had about this 


time, a more becoming opportunity of 


complimenting his pretended couſin, as it 
ſhewed her goodneſs of heart in a moſt 
conſpicuous light. The affair was this 
A young girl, from a place called Lcan- 
court, was pregnant by the rector of the 
pariſh, The latter died ſoon after. The 
girl, either thro' ſhame, or out of reſpect 
to the memory of her paſtor, had omitted 


to declare her pregnancy as the law re- 


quires, and was at length delivered of a 


ſtillborn child, owing to a weak habit of 


body, which grief and anxicty had natu- 
rally occaſioned. The judges had taken 
cogniſance of the affair, and ſentenced the 
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unfortunate mother to be hanged, as guilty 


of procuring an abortion ; for not having 


complied with the letter of the law, which 


expreſlly injoins a previous declaration in 


thoſe caſes. The ſentence had been lately 


confirmed by the parliament, and the 


- priſoner was to be ſent back to be executed 
in the place where the affair happened. 


A GENTLEMAN belonging to the Muf- 
keteers, of the name of Mandeville, having 
heard the ſtory at a houſe where he dined, 


was greatly affected, as were all the com- 
pany preſent. He propoſed to have a 
memorial of the affair drawn up immedi- 


ately, and go to Marli, where the Court 
then was, in order to ſolicit a pardon for 


the unfortunate creature. The account 


being properly ſet forth in a petition, he 
ſer off, and waited on the Counteſs Du- 


| barre, Though he was not known to the 


lady, he however flattered himſelf that he 
ſhould intereſt her compaſſionate feelings: 
he was not miſtaken : the caſe appeared 
to her in fo favourable a light, that ſhe 
wrote a letter that very moment to the 
chancellor, copies of which were taken; 
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and this not only refutes the calumny of 
thoſe who falſely aſſerted her incapacity 
to write, but likewiſe proves the power of 
the native eloquence ot the heart. The 
letter was as follows : 
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* Mr. Chancellor, 


& I xxow nothing about your laws; 
but they are unjuſt and barbarous; they 


are contrary to every principle of po- 
licy, reaſon, and humanity, if they 


hang a poor girl that happens to be 


delivered of a ſtillborn infant, without a 


previous declaration of her pregnancy. 
According to the memorial here annex- 
ed, the petitioner is thus circumſtanced; 


it appears that her condemnation has 
ariſen either from her ignorance of the 


law, or from her filence, which pro- 


cceded from a modeſty that was entirely 
natural. I beg you to re-conſider this 


affair with impartiality and tenderneſs : 
the unfortunate girl merits compaſhon 


and lenity. I requeſt, at leaſt, a mi- 
tigation of the ſentence; but your own 
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feelings will, I doubt not, — what 
6 is right. 

I have the honour to be, &c.“ 


Ms. Mandeville carried che letter to the 
chancellor, who ordered a reprieve ; and 
having made proper enquiries into the 


matter, thought proper to pardon the girl. 


All Paris was loud in applauding this ge- 
nerous act of humanity, that did equal ho- 


nour to the Muſketeer, the Counteſs, and 
the Chancellor. SO 

WII E thus Madam Dubarre was ex- 
erting her influence in the cauſe of bene- 
volence and generoſity, it was neceſſary for 
her friends to be watchful of her public 
conduct, and guard her againſt the ſecret 


deſigns of her enemies. Happily ſhe had 
a friend among the courtiers very expert in 


theſe intrigues, and whoſe long acquaint- 


ance with the character of the maſter, 


qualified him to inſtruct her admirably 
well: This friend alluded to, was the 
Marſhal Duke of Richlieu. This noble- 
man, who was the avowed adherent of the 
favourite, perceived that he was grown 


odious 
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odious to his enemies, and that it became 
neceſſary for him to uſe all his efforts to 

ſupplant them. But he acted with great 
art and caution, and endeayoured as much 
as poſſible to perſuade the Duke of Choi- 
ſeuil that he was ſtill devoted to him. A 
trifling incident that happened during the 
ſecond journey to Marli, is a proof of 
1 . 
Ox a Sunday, when it happened to rain, 
as the Duke of Richlieu was going to the 
king's chapel with a parepluye, meeting the 


Duke of Choiſeuil without any fuch pro- 


5 tection againſt this unexpected ſhower, he 
offered him ſhelter ; as they went on toge- 


ther, the miniſter faid to the marſhal laugh- 
ing, What will the courtiers think at ſeeing 
us thus linked togerher ? That we are two 


heads in one bonnet, replied Richlieu. 
Theſe two noblemen ſeparated when they 
reached the chapel; the weather cleared 


up, and the ſervice being over, the Duke 


of Choiſeuil ſignified to the Marſhal, That 
he thanked him for his politeneſs, had no 
farther occaſion for the favour, and was 


going another way. The latter anſwered 
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in a loud voice, You are right, my Lord, 
the weather is indeed now fair, you do 
not want my aſſiſtance; bur ſhould a 


ſtorm ariſe, you may depend on me, 1 


am your faſt friend, 

Ir has been affirmed, that duripg this 
excurſion, the Duke of Choiſcuil come to 
a full explanation with the king relative 
to the Counteſs Dubarre ; he proteſted 
his reſpect for the will of his maſter, as 
well as for the object of his favour and 


attention : at the ſame time he begged 
of him not to make him accountable for 


the ſupercilious pride of his wife and fiſter : 


he aſſured his majeſty that he had done all 


in his power to reconcile them to another 
behaviour ; that the former, over whom 
he had the greateſt influence, had, at 
leaſt, acted with decency on the occaſion ; 
having out of delicacy made a journey to 
Chanteloup, that ſhe might not appcar to 
neglect the duty which the choice of her 
ſovereign preſeribed: this journey, how- 
ever, was cenſured, as too early and un” 
ſeaſonable, when the whole Court was ſen- 
ible that it was cuſtomary at that time of 
4 the 
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the year: that in regard to his ſiſter, ſhe was 
of a headſtrong violent temper, and he 
deſpaired of bringing her to reaſon : that 
he imagined perhaps there might be in 
thoſe humours and flaſhes of paſſion, ſome 
mixture of ſentiments which it did not be- 
come him to ſcrutinize before his majeſty, 
but which might palliate a conduct found- 
ed on jealouſy that originated in the feel- 
ings of the heart. Thus the courtiers 
talked without perhaps eve: hearing a 
word of any ſuch converſation : but 
what gue credit to the report was, 
that lets antipathy and reſerve were after- 
wards obſerved between the two perſona. 
ges ; and it was even known that the mi- 
niſter had accompanied the favourite in 
one of the three tours which ſhe had ſuc- 
ceſſively made to Triel. This was a mag- 
nificent ſcat that Monſicur Rouſſæl, a far- 


mer- general, who was then declared hank- 


rupt, wanted to make ſale of. 

Taz momentary interruption to the 
war that was declared between the two 
perſons in queſtion, gave a more lively 
and chearful air to the Court. It was at a 
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time when his majeſty moved about moſt, 
viſiting his different palaces, and continu- 


ally ſhifting his reſidence, in order to elude 


uneaſineſs by variety. Endeavours were 


uſed to make the journey to Marli parti- 
cularly agreeable to Madam Dubarre, by 
entertainments ' and ſhows that would be 
pleaſing to her; his majeſty was the more 
deſirous of diſtinguiſhing this epoch, as it 
was the firſt viſit the favourite had made 


to the place. The preſence of this new 


divinity neceſſarily prevented the princeſ- 
ſes from appearing there: ſo that he was 
at liberty to give a looſe to all the extra- 


vagancies which his paſſion for his miſtreſs 


inſpired. Preparations were made to per- 
form pieces of the gayeſt kind, without 
being over ſtrict in regard to decency. 


The three theatres contributed to the 
entertainments. Unfortunately, however, 


the execution was not equal to the mag- 


nificence. The Italian comedians, by a 
prepoſterous choice, played Alix and 
Alexis, a comic opera of Anthony Poin- 


finet, or as he was otherwiſe called in 


derifion Don Antonio Poinſinetto, from 


being 
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being the manager of a company of players 
in the ſervice of his Catholic majeſty. The 
muſic was compoſed by La Borde, firſt valet 
de chambre to his majeſty, who had the 
indiſcretion to propoſe this piece, which 
had been firſt repreſented on the theatre 
belonging to Mademoiſelle Guimard. 

Taz Court, however, was rouſed out of 
the gloomy reflections and melancholy 
into which ſo many domeſtic loſſes had 
plunged them; they were gradually pre- 
pared for the joy and pleaſures which the 


young Archdutcheſs, the intended conſort 


of the Dauphin, was about to introduce. 


War gave the King the greateſt plea- 
fare in this journey, was to fee that the 


ladies of quality, who at firſt ſhewed ſuch 
diſlike to his miſtreſs, and who had conſpi- 
red together to avoid appearing in her com- 


pany, were now gradually ſhaking off that 


reſerve, and ſeemed captivated by her ſweet- 


neſs and ſprightly fallies. No. lets than fit- 


teen or ſixteen of thoſe ladies were pre- 
ſent at Choiſi, where every thing was con- 


ducted with the moſt perfect harmony) 
Madam Dubarre behaved with all that 
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openneſs and freedom with which ſhe had 


won the heart of his majeſty. She ſpent 


the greateſt part of the day at her toilet; 


ſhe ſtudied the various modes of dreſs, in 
order to make herſelf pleafing to her lover 3 
ſhe often appeared in the habit of Flora. 
Thoſe different metamorphoſes were fo te- 
lious, that it become neceſſary ſometimes 


to retard the dinner. The king was in 


iuch good humour, that he. condeſcended 
o wait; and when the time appeared ra— 


ther too long, he tent her word to come 


o table in her night-gown. The ſpecta- 
tors were witnefies to the daily increaſe 
of his paſſion. One of thoſe trifling in- 


eidents that are to pleaſing to lovers, at- 
tracted the particular attention of the cour- 
tiers. His majeſty having dropped his 


toothpick-caſe, Madam Dubarre took it 
up immediately, and preſented it Knee- 


ling ; that the ſovereign ſeeing her in that 
ſituation, threw himſelf at her feet, ſaving, 


This poſture belongs to me, and tor lite ; 


a piece of gallantry worthy of the ancient 


Jays of chivalry, and very different trom 
the 
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the careleſs indifference with which our 


modern petits maitres treat the fair ſex. 
Nortw1THsTANDING this declaration of 

the king, the lady in queſtion once more 

appeared in the character of a ſuppliant $ 


and this ſecond anecdote of her vifit to 
Choiſi did her infinite honour, and gained 


her the hearts of one part of the great fa- 
milies of the kingdom, who was intereſted 


in the affair. 


Tu caſe was this: the Count and 


_ Counteſs of Louerme were condemned to 
| doſe their heads for certain acts of rebel- 


hon. Applications had been made to ob- 


tain a pardon for thoſe illuſtrious crimi- 


nals, which the Chancellor refuſed to 
grant; but by a ſtroke of policy that 
ſhewed his judgement, he ſuſpended the 


execution of the ſentence, and by that 


means, gave his couſin an opportunity of 


acquiring popularity and friends; mor did 


ſhe let flip ſo favourable an occafion. The 
Counteſs of Moyan and Baroneſs of Hel- 
dorf, one daughter, the other daughter- 
in-law to the deſtined victims, had pro- 


ſtrated tkemſclves at the feet of the 


ſovereign, 
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ſovereign, but their ſupplications were in- 
effectual, until Madam Dubarre became a 
ſuppliant with them. She proteſted that ſhe 


would never riſe, until his majeſty had 


granted her requeſt. The king was af- 


fected, and raifing her from the ground 
with emotion and joy, Madam, he ſaid, 


I am charmed to find that the firſt favour 
you in a manner force me to confer, 1 is an 
act of humanity. 


TRE journey to Compiegne, which the 


Court generally takes in the beginning of 
July, gave riſe to new events. As the 


king could not now bear to be abſent 


from the favourite, ſhe was of courſe one 
of the company. Till then ſhe had viſited 


privately there : this year ſhe went in all 


the pride and glory of a court lady, and 


was defirous therefore of fignalizing her 


viſit by the greateſt ſplendor and pomp. 
She ſet out from the capital with three 
coaches and fix. She then refided in the 
rue des Petits Champs, a place much fre- 


gquented and very populous. Such pre- 


parations at a private houſe excited the 
curiofity of the people, which increaſed as 


ſoon 
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ſoon as it was known for whom all the 
buſtle was occaſioned. It was not her in- 
tention to ſhun the eyes of the people; at 
leaſt every body judged ſo both from her 


retinue and the hour of her departure: ſhe 
took coach at one o'clock in the day. 


Aſtoniſhed however at a crowd that ſeem- 
ed to proclaim the departure of ſome emi- 
nent princes, and 1n order to ayoid accla- 


mations that were not all bleſſings, ſhe let 


down the blinds of her carriage, and be- 


came inviſible until ſhe got out of Paris, 


and then graciouſly drew them up to ſhew 


| herſelf to the paſſengers who thronged the 

road. This excurſion was not equally 
pleaſing to all. When preparations were 
made, his majeſty having defired to ſee 


the liſt of thoſe ladies who had been of the 


party the preceding year, he ſtruck out 


with his own hand the Counteſs of Bri- 


onne, the Dutcheſs of Grammont, and 


Counteſs of Egmont, three ladies of the 
court, two of whom, at leaſt, had great 
pretenſions to beauty. It was generally 
believed, that thoſe ladies felt great morti- 
fication at ſeeing themſelves eclipſed by the 

Counteſs 
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Counteſs Dubarre. The dutcheſs, indeed, 
uſed no endeavours to hide her reſent- 


ment: the other two, without being ſo 


open, either thro? pride, emulation, or 


caprice, had preſerved a conduct that was 


uniform, and never ſhewed thoſe civilities 
to the favourite, which were cuſtomary at in- 


troducing ladies at court. This excluſion, 
which they richly merited, mortified them 
exceedingly. Their revenge for the diſap- 


pointment was gratified by a fingular car!- 
cature, of which probably they were the 
authors. The defign alluded to that event, 


and muſt have proceeded from the moſt 


rancorous jealouſy, It had for its title the 
Battle of the Anagrams. Thoſe ladies were 
repreſented by the three graces with their 
proper emblems, with looks of ſorrow and 
fear; they ſeemed to avoid the fight of a 
beauty of another kind, whoſe diſorderly 
appearance, and laſcivious geſtures ſhocked 
them. This figure was diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of Garce, which in the French 
language is the anagram for Grace, anc is 
only applied to the moſt abandoned pro- 
ſtitutes. Happily, however, this pictureſ- 
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que and infamous epigram was not much 
circulated, but ſhewn with great caution 


in private, It was particularly aſcribed 


to the Dutcheſs of Grammont, as ſhe was 
naturally malicious, ſatirical, and daring, 
and moreover had molt reaſon to dilike 


| her rival; for the king had before given 


her a very ſenſible mortification which ſhe 
could not eafily digeſt. 

Ir was about this time, that his majeſty 
made an excurſion to Chantilli. This is 


one of thoſe places remarkable for the 


beauties of nature, which belongs to the 
prince of Conde. His majeſty pleaſed to 
make known his intention of honouring 


his couſin with a viſit at this place. 


His highneſs, according to the etiquette 


of ceremony, having waited on the king 
to enquire who were proper to be invited 


on the occaſion, was told, That the choice 


of the company was left entirely to him 


ſelf. This was conſidered as a ſhrewd 


trick of the ſovereign to embarraſs the 


prince, becauſe ſhould he invite the mit- 
treſs, he could not decently requeſt the 


company of the royal princeſtes, and 


ſhould 
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ſhould therefore diſoblige them ; and by 
inviting thoſe ladies he could not poſfibly 


have the company of Madam Dubarre. 
He concluded however that it was beſt to 


comply with the duties of his rank, and 
ſolicited his coufins to honour him with 


their company. When his highneſs laid 


the liſt before the ſovereign a ſecond 
time for his approbation, the latter erazed 
again the names of the Dutcheſs of Gram- 


mont and Princeſs of Beauveau. 


Bur tho” the Counteſs Dubarre was not of 


this party publicly, it is certain how- 
ever that ſhe ſpent one night with her royal 


lover, and returned the next morning 
mcog. Whether this no&urnat viſit was 
owing to the impatience of his majeſty, who 
could not bear a long ſeparation, or was 


the voluntary act of the miſtreſs, in order 


to create an agreeable ſurprize, we do not 


pretend to determine. 


TRE Prince of Conde, however, who 


did not wiſh to give offence to any per- 
ſon, propoſed a ſecond excurfion, to 
which the princeſſes were not invited, and 


this gave him an opportunity of having 
the 
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the Counteſs, and complimenting her 
with a particular view of all the beauties 
of that ſeat, where art and nature are fo 
happily united. He had even reſerved for 
this occaſion the full diſplay of his magni. 
ficence, and exhauſted all the refinements 


of gallantry, in order to render the enter- | 


tainments more pleaſing. 

Tat camp at Compiegne, which was 
formed this year, was a new field of en- 
tertainment to Madam Dubarre, and ſhe 
enjoyed it in the fulleſt ſplendor. About 
this time, a third brother of the family of 
the Dubarre's began to be known. He 


was called Chevalier Dubarre, and no 
more than a captain in the regiment of 


Beauce ; but who, in order to do honour 
to his name, diſtinguiſhed himſelf in this 
camp by a magnificence that was uncom- 


mon in a private officer: he kept open ta- 


ble, at the head of which he had the aſſu- 


rance to place his miſtreſs, in order to per- 


form the honours of it. 

Tuis journey was very agreeable to the 
king, and likewiſe to Madam Dubarre, on 
account of the new connections ſhe form- 


ed 
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ed with different ladies of the Court, who 


were led to court her acquaintance, either 


thro' her obliging manners, her affable 
ſweetneſs and condeſcenſion, or from mo. 


tives of intereſt. The Counteſs of L'Ho- 


pital, among others, particularly diſtin- 


guiſhed herſelf; that lady's gallantry 


could not but be favourable to an intima- 


cy between her and Madam Dubarre. She 
was known at Court to be the miſtreſs of 
the Prince of Soubiſe; and that nobleman, 


being the friend and favourite of the king, 
had exerted every effort, in order to give 


his majeſty this mark of his zeal and at- 


tachment, in which he ſucceeded. 


By means of ſeveral acquaintances of 


| this nature, Madam Dubarre had fill . 
lefs occafion for the ſociety of her god- 


mother; and it was at this period that. 
the truth of the ſubmiſſion which the lat- 


rer paid to the will of her patroneſs was 


confirmed, Madam de Bearn thus now 


no longer appeared at court. 


"Twas not till after the journey to 


Compiegne was over, that the Prince of 


Conde had the happineſs to enjoy the 
company 
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22 company of the king a ſecond time at ; 


Chantilli. His majeſty ſeemed much 
pleaſed, ftaid longer than before, and en- 
tered into every ſocial enjoyment with 


more freedom, as the Counteſs was pre- 


ſent, and only a few ſelect ladies. His 
majeſty exhibited his favourite to the 
whole neighbourhood, by making her 
follow the ſports in a calaſh; fo that 
every one was at liberty to take a near 
view of her perſon. The people were 


alſo admitted to ſee the feaſts and enter- 
tainments ; at which the king ſeemed to 


catch at every opportunity of ſhewing his 
attachment. Madam Dubarre, on her 
part, endeavoured to conciliate the eſteem 


of every perſon. The whole regiment of 


Beauce, to which the brother-in-law we 


have mentioned belonged, was honoured 
with numberleſs marks of her favour. The 


day on which the regiment went to en- 


camp at Royal Lieu, the gave a moſt ſplen- 


did entertainment to the whole corps of 


officers ; the Colonel Monſieur de la Tour du : 


Pin, was fo affected by her civilities, that 


in return he complimented her with thoſe 


honours 
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honours that are uſually paid to ladies of 
the firſt diſtinction: his conduct however 
was cenſured by the ſecretary of war, who 
_ obſerved in general terms, That he would 
not have the RY honours profuſely 
beſtowed. 

Tux behaviour of the miſtreſs was ſuch 5 
however, that, without ſome particular 
motives of reſentment, it was impoſſible 
not to eſteem her, and forget thoſe un- 
favourable impreſſions which the prejudice 
and malice of her enemies had raiſed 
againſt her. Nothing could ſurpaſs her 
diſcretion, affability, and ſweetneſs of tem- 
per. She poſſeſſed that virtue ſo rare to 
be met with, particularly in thoſe of her 


own ſex, never to ſpeak ill of any perſon. 


She was never heard to drop a word of 
complaint or reproach, which the natural 
feelings of reſentment might ſuggeſt 
againſt her enemies, and thoſe who had 
publiſhed not only the leaſt reputable 
anecdotes of her life, but had likewiſe in- 
duſtriouſly propagated the moſt infamous 
| tories, to blacken her character. 


Taz 
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Tk only foible which ſhe could not 
refiſt, was her extravagant paſſion for 
pomp and ceremony ; and her auguſt lover 


took pleaſure in gratifying her in that par- 
ticular, Her houſehold was already on 
the ſame footing with that of the late 
Marchioneſs of Pompadour : ſhe enjoyed 


equal privileges of ceremony and parade. 


In her journies to and from Compeigne, 
the ſame attendance was paid to her as to 


his majeſty at the poſt-houſes. 


AT her return from Chantilli, Madam 


Dubarre ſupped with the Counteſs of 


L'Hopital, who was eager to ſhew how 


_ defirous ſhe was to be the firſt to ſolicit 


the honour of entertaining her. Ano- 
ther court lady carried her adulation ſtill 


higher, and propoſed an alliance between 


her family and that of the Counteſs. This 


was the Marchioneſs of Montmorenci : 
her plan was to have the Duke of Boulle- 
ville marry Miſs Dubarre, who lived with 
the Counteſs, and was her Mentor and 
confidante. This ſtroke of policy on the 
part of Lady Montmorenci was the more 
refined, as ſhe flattered the favourite, with- 


our. 
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out involving herſelf in any inconvenience. 
The Duke was a moſt worthleſs cha- 


racter; deeply involved in debt; very 


capable of ſuch an act of folly; and fo 


loſt in reputation, that whatever he did, 


ſeemed now beneath the attention of his 
family: he was however a man of the 


firſt order of nobility in France, who 
could give rank and title to a wife, and 
might be ſhut up as ſoon as he had 
complied with what was expected from 


him. It is pretended, that he demanded 


as a preliminary to the match, that his 
ſon the Duke of Olonne, who merited 
death, but on account of his birth was im- 
priſoned for life, ſhould be ſet at liberty; 
this condition being refuſed. was probably 
the means of preventing the alliance. 
ALL orders now ſucceſſively bowed to 


the ſhrine of the new divinity, and ac- 


knowledged her power. There was an 
exhibition of paintings this year. It is 
uſual with the courtiers to ſce it, in order 


to excite emulation among the artiſts, A 
hint was given to Madam Dubarrè, that 


it was proper for her to make her ap- 
9 pearance 
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pearance there; and the day ſhe made her 


viſit, all the reſt of | the company were 
_ obliged to retire, agreeably to the orders 
given by Mr. St. Florentin, who directed 
the ſame ceremony to be obſerved as had 
been uſual with reſpect to Madam Pompa- 


dour. Thus, by a revolution no leſs ra- 
pid than extraordinary, this female who, 
but a year before, had been expoſed, in 
various ballads, under the name of the 


Bourbon Laſs, with the permiſſion of 


the Police, ſaw perſonages of the fir? 
quality obliged to retire from her pre- 
ſence, like people of the loweſt claſs.— 


We muſt do juſtice to Madam Dubarre, 


and declare, that this expulſion is not to 
be afcribed to her, as ſhe expreſſed Rer 
diſſatisfaction at the proceeding. The moſt 
celebrated painters and ſculptors, how 
ever, waited on this NIinerva of the wh 
and endeavoured to conciliate ner applauſe 

One of them, the Sicur Dro: uais, an ex- 
cellent portrait-painter, who had given 
nroofs of his merit in a picture of the 
tormer miſtre he was appointed to take her 
likencſs.—1 Ie as nor 0 nap DY ON this 
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occafion. In order to ſuceeed the better, 


he had repreſented her two different ways, 
in the dreſs of a lady, and that of a gen- 


tleman. Thoſe who were well acquainted 
with Madam Dubarrè, were of opinion 
that the artiſt, inſtead of flattering her, 


as is uſual with thoſe of his profeſſion, 


had not done even juſtice to her native 


charms. In both characters he had given 
her a fly, leering look, which is not, 


by any means, applicable to the lady; 


whoſe natural looks ſpeak the language of 
ſincerity and candour. The public were 
divided in opinion with reſpect to the two 


figures, which they cenſured for want of 


likeneſs to each other. That drawn in 
the character of a lady, was dreſſed in 
white, and adorned with a garland of 
flowers. In the figure of a man, Madam 
Dubarre appeared in a ſort of frock, with 
the collar of the ſhirt open. The latter 


was more generally pleaſing to the ladies, 
and, the former, to the men, This oc- 


_ cafioned the following lines to be addreſſed 


to the ſubject of thoſe pieces: 


Thy 
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Thy diff” rent portraits diff*rent thoughts inſpire, 
While both, in all ſpectators, raiſe deſire. 
Thy charms, in either ſex, ſtill joys impart, 
And wiſhes various wanton round each heart. 
What man that ſees thee, as a female dreſt, 
But feels the pride of manhood ſwell his breaſt ? 

| When manly robes thy matchleſs form diſguiſe, - 
Who would not wiſh to view with female eyes ? 


 WhiLE the arts thus ſheltered them- 
ſelves under the protection of Madam Du- 


barre, artful and deſigning men, with whom 
courts generally abound, endeavoured, for 
the better accompliſhment of their ſchemes, 


to ſupport themſelves under her auſpices, 
and, by that means, open their way to 
fortune. 

Auxoxò the number was W Ge- 
nce de Brocheau, Maſter of the Requeſts, 


which place he had obtaincd by former 
intrigues. He was a man noted for his bad 
. morals; but one of thoſe active, and buſtling 


minds, who, under every diſappointment, 


ſtill ſtruggled to rife ſuperior to them. 


He had raiſed his ambitious views to the 
place of Comptroller-General of the Fi- 


nances, and thought of nothing leſs than 
lupplanting Monfieur Maynon d'Invau. 
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He had the addreſs to conciliate the in- 
tereſt of Count John by his dazzling ſpe- 
culations. He ſet before his eyes the ad- 


vantage of having in him a perſon entirely 


devoted to his ſervice, who would make the 


treaſures of France flow at his command. 


The Count was the dupe of thoſe ſplendid 
offers: he employed all the influence he had 
with his fiſter-in-Jaw, and endeavoured to 
perſuade her to make uſe of what intereſt 
the had, in order to promote the ſcheme 


of this artful man. Unhappily the mine 


was diſcovered. Mlonfieur Brocheau was 


ſent to the Baſtile; and the brother-in-law 
had orders to take a journey for the bene- 


ft of his health, and to drink the waters 


which were thought neceſſary, He was 


accompanied in the excurſion by a ſon of 
Eſculapius, named Chevalier. This was 
another adventurer that was an inſtrument 
in his ſchemes. - 
AxoTHER courtier of intrigue had more 
addreſs, and made a better uſe of the fa- 


your of the . Counteſs. - This was the 


Duke d'Aiguillon, who being then out of 
favour at court, was ſenfible how neceſſary 
it 
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it was to his intereſt to procure her friend- 
ſhip. He firſt gained an intimacy with the 
| Dubaries, and made no ſcruple of the 
meaneſt condeſcenſion in order to river 
himſelf with that party. They conlicdored 
themſelves obliged to him for being one 
of the firſt to ſeek their friendihip. It was 
probably owny to the gratitude of the 
royal Miſtreſs that he then had permiſfion 
to purchaſe, from the Duke of Chaulnes, 
the place of Colonel of the light horſe, 


belonging to the King's guards. She 


even took a pleaſure in being the firſt to 
acquaint him with the news in perſon. 
This poſt, excluſive of its rank and im- 
portance, was ſtill more effential to the 


intereſts of that nobleman, as it procured 


him a particular intimacy with the ſove- 


reign, and gave him an opportunity of 


frequently diſplaying his talents under the 
immediate eyes of his Majeſty, It was by 
this means he inſenſibly laid the founda- 


tion of his future advancement to the place 


of Miniſter, and gave the moſt ſenſiblo 
mortiſication to the Choiſeuils, who ſav, 
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approaching in him, a rival no leis dan- 
gerous than implacable. 


THross evident marks of the increafing 
power of the favourite furniſhed matter to 
the pens of French rhimers, who, in ſome 
of their couplets, deſcribed the impotent 
efforts of the party of the Choiſeuils, and 
particularly thoſe of the Dutcheſs of Gram- 


mont. This lady now, having loſt all 


hopes of ſucceſs, ſeemed to affect a diſlike 
ro the Court, She took a journey to 
tlolland : this afforded mirth to the wits, 
who humorouſty obſerved, that the lady 
as gone to ſpeculate in commercial mat- 
ters. As for the Duke, her brother, he 


took 2 quite different method to conceal 


nis mortification. He ſpent, with much 
greater profuſion, was more frequently ab- 
tent from court, and made two ſucceſhye 
excurſions, one to Chanteloup, the other 


to Metz. At the former place, he lived 


in the greateſt ſplendor. He had every 
day forty gentlemen, at leaſt, at his table; 
two companies of players to entertain thoſe 
who came to pay court to him, and every 
thing elſe in proportion. The other jour- 

ney 
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ney was apparently taken with a view to 
viſit a camp of cavalry that he had formed 
there; and to exhibit, in ſome ſort, a 
prince of the blood in his train. This 


was the Duke of Chartres, who lived in 


the greateſt intimacy with the miniſter. 


Ix the mean time, the King, who daily 


became more intoxicated with the charms 
of his miſtreſs, omitted no opportunity of 
procuring her the reſpect of the courtiers, 
and the admiration of the people. The 


journey to Fontainbleau gave his majelty 


an occaſion of exhibiting her in that quar- 
ter, and of procuring her new triumphs. 
Monſieur Bouret, the farmer-general, who 


was noted for the addreſs with which he 


flattered the paſſions of the ſovereign, and 
complimented the miſtreſſes, contributed 


all in his power to gratify the wiſhes of the 
prince. He had erected, in the foreſt of 
Sennaar, a moſt magnificent lodge, which 
he called the King's Lodge, ever ſince he 


had the honour of receiving his majeſty 
there. 5 N 
Tuts edifice was certainly too ſumptu- 
ous for a private gentleman. His motive 
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for erecting this lodge was, according t 
the general opinion, in order to inducc 
rhe ſovereign to purchaſe it for Madam 
Pompadour. His expectations were, how- 
ever, diſappointed. Madam Dubarre hav- 
ing ſucceeded to the honours of the de- 
ceaſed, he aſſiduouſly paid court to her, in 
order to renew his former project. He 
did not fail, therefore, when the King 
went to hunt in the foreſt of Sennaar, to 
excite a curioſity in Madam Dubarre to 
ſce the lodge, and to prevail on the King 
to gratify his miſtreſs. A day was accord- 
ingly fixed for her viſit. But all theſe 
events being recorded in the journals of 
the time, we ſhall give them as they are 
there related. © 

* Ox Thurſday, the 28th of Septem- 
per, his Majeſty, before he hunted in 
the foreſt of Sennaar, viſited the King's 
* Lodge. He arrived there after twelve 
© at noon, and left it before one. He 
« was obſerved to be thoughtful and 
% uneaſy. The Counteſs Dubarre did not 
© make her appearance there till after 
© two. She was accompanied by many 
“ ladies 


c 
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ladies of the court ; among others, by 
the lady of Mareſchal de Maurepas, the 


Dutcheſs of Montmorenci, the Dutch- 


eſs of Valentinois, the Counteſs of L'Ho- 


pital, &c. attended by ſeveral noble- 
men. Monfieur Bouret conducted the 


favourite through all the apartments. 
She was charmed with the place. A 
ſplendid dinner was then ſerved up. Aft- 
ter the entertainment was over, Modam 


Dubarrè, and the reſt of the ladies, went 


in their carriages to the hunt, and were 


preſent at the death of a ſtag that was 
taken at Croix Fontaine. The King 


preſented the foot of the ſtag to his 
miſtreſs. A ſecond buck was rouſed, 
and afforded great entertainment. Such 
was the variety and pleafure of the 
chace, that one might almoſt ſay, that 


the creature had been purpoſely trained 
for the occaſion. The number of the 
courtiers was very confiderable, 
and a molt delightful day, had drawa 


Fr!» 
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prodigious crowds of people from the 
places adjacent. 
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« Every body expected ſome new 
„ ſtroke of politeneſs and gallantry from 
«© Monfieur Bouret, as his inventive ta- 
« lents, on ſuch occaſions, were well 
„ known. He did not diſappoint thoſe 
expectations. A Venus was ſhewn 
. that had been modelled after that of 
«© Couſtou,. in poſſeſſion of the King of 
« Pruſſia. The ingenious courtier had 
& {ubſtituted a head taken from that of 
Madam Dubarre, and pointed it out to 
+. his. Majeſty, who was much pleaſed to 
56 fee his taſte ſo highly honoured. 

+ Mapam Dubarre appeared at the 
hunt in the habit of a man, as ſhe was 
e repreſented at the exhibition; but in- 
finitely more careleſs and engaging.” 

Txrosz who are curious to know in what 
confideration the new miſtreſs was held xt 
court, and by the public; what people 
thought of her, the reflections made upon 
ner exalted rank, and what ſtrides ſhe was 
making towards ſovereign power, have 
only to conſult the fame journals. The 
abſequent paragraph, dated the 4th of 
ee, 
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October, 1769, is very ſatisfactory in that 
reſpect. The contents are as follow : 
_« THE courtiers continue attentive to 
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what is paſſing at court, and endeavour. 


to embrace the conſequences of actual 


events. They were ſurpriſed that the 
Duke of Choiſeuil did not obtain the 
place of captain - lieutenant of the light- 
horſe, belonging to the King's guards, 


for the Viſcount Choiſeuil, on whom 
he wiſhed to beſtow it. On the other 


hand, ſome people remark, that the in- 
tereſt of the miniſter is declining, though. 
he ſet off from Metz apparently in fa- 
vour with his maſter.. Before he de- 


parted, he had a private conference for 


three hours, with the Counteſs Du- 
barre. This interview has given riſe to 
a. variety of new ſpeculations, as it is 


the firſt of the kind he has had with the | 


favourite. 
„ PkoprE are generally at a lofs to ac- 


count for the confinement of Monſieur 


Genee de Brocheau, in whom the bro- 


ther- in- law of the Counteſs imagined he 
ſaw talents adapted to the management 
| Fe 6. of: 
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of the finances, and whom he attempted 
to raiſe to the place of comptroller-ge- 


neral, through the intereſt of his ſiſter- 


in-law. And the brother-in-law him- 
ſelf ſeems to ſhare in the diſgrace, as he 
has been ſent to take the waters, though 


the ſeaſon is over. Speculative perſons 


will have it, that he has been excluded 
from the viſit to Fontainbleau, becauſe 
it is the place where the great ſtrokes 
of policy are ſtruck, and the moſt im- 
portant revolutions effected. 


* HowWEVER, all arc unanimous in ex- 
tolling the goodneſs of the Counteſs Du- 
| barre, Her ſweetneſs of temper is equal 


to the charms of her countenance. The 
unfavourable impreſſions raiſed againſt 


her by the unjuſt clamours or a power- 
ful and inimical faction daily ſubfide 


more and more, They would have va- 
pithed long fince, but for the influence 
and malice of her enemies, v-ho induſ- 
triouſly propagated them. Thoſe who 
were belt acquainted with that amiable 
lady, always contradicted ſuch injurious 
reports; but they were too few, and too 


6& little 


MADAM DUBARRE 109 


cc little known to filence general ſcandal. 
& Now that her fituation makes her more 
“ conipicuous, and that her conduct is 
* continually expoſed to the vigilant and 
piercing eyes of jealouſy and enyy, when 
*© the moſt trifling action, the leaſt word, 


or a ſingle equivocal geſture that might 


© be ſuſceptible of cenſure or criticiſm, 
* would be remarked and exaggerated by 
6 the envenomed tongue of flander, her 


c Hhehaviour and conduct are free from all 


© reproach, — This is an apology that muſt 
© have great weight with thoſe who are ac- 
“ quainted with the nature of courts; and 
& is the moſt triumphant, and glorious 


e refutation of all the abſurd ſtories that 


have been fabricated to depreciate her 
% character.” 

Tur conſternation of the enemies of 
Madam Dabarrè, who, fince her introduc- 
tion at court, had reſpected her power, 


and, by their filence, contradicted, in 


ſme fort, the flanderous and malicious 
reports that prevailed till then, was a po— 
werful argument with her friends in 
her juſtiſication. But though ſhe never 
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deviated from her natural moderation by 


any act of atrocious reſentment, ſhe how- 


ever amuſed herſelf in making little epi- 
grams, and arch allufions, which, in af- 
fording mirth to the King, had the more 


powerful effect. It was reported about 
this period, that a new cook having been 


engaged by her ſteward, it was ſome time 
before he had occafion to appear before his 
miſtreſs; but the moment ſhe ſaw him, 
ſhe conceived the utmoſt diſlike to the 


poor fellow, on account of an unfortunate 


reſemblance ſhe fancied between him and 
the Duke of Choiſeuil. This was ſuch an 


unpardonable crime, that ſhe gave imme- 


diate orders to have the il}-favoured figure 


removed, and diſmifled from her ſervice. 


It was added, that the very ſame night, ſhe 
took occaſion to make a jeſt of the affair 


at ſupper with her royal lover; ſaying, at 


the ſame time, „I have diſmifled my 


* Choiſeuil; when will you diſmiſs your's?“ 


Tas epigram was, however, retorted 


upon Madame Duharre in another way, by 


a nobleman, capable of any extravagancy 


that fancy ſuggeſted, The perſon alluded 


to 


MADAM DUBARRE. 111 


to was the Count Lauraguais. It is not 
certain whether he had any particular cauſe 
of diſlike to the favourite; but, either 
from a deſire to recommend himſelf to 
the miniſter, by avenging the ſatirical 
jeſt of the Counteſs, or out of mere wan- 
ton pleaſantry, he gave her a cauſe of 
mortification that was not eafily to be for- 
given. 1 
Tux philoſophic Count, grown weary 
of thoſe attachments of the heart, which 
are generally attended with remarſe aud 
diſappointment, was, however, of a con- 
ſtitution too warm to abſtain from the 
company of the ſex. He went, there- 
fore, to Madam Gourdan's to take a girl, 
in the ſame careleſs manner as he would 
to purchaſe a piece of cloth of a draper, 
Madam Gourdan is a lady devoted to the 
pleaſures of the public. She is no ftrang.. 
er to the court, and makes herſelf very 
uſeful to the nobility. Count Lauraguais 
having procured, by her means, a young 
damſel poſſeſſed with every external ac- 
compliſhment of nature, and enriched with 
her gifts, hcaped riches and preſcurs upon 


her, 
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her. He furniſhed a large houſe for her 
in the moſt ſumptuous taſte, and having 
placed her in the midit of ſplendor and 
_ opulence, he gave her the mock title of 
Counteſs of Tomean, under which appella— 
tion he introduced her into the world. 
Tax alluſion was ſo ſtrikingly ſevere 
that it could not fail to draw the reſent- 
ment of the Court on the count. He very 
prudently made a voyage to England ſome 
time after. As to Madam Gourdan, ſhe 
did not appear to merit any ſhare in the 
reſentment of the Counteſs. She was quite 
innocent of the wanton ſarcaſm of the 
Count: notwithſtanding which ſhe was 
excluded from Fontainbleau. Strict or- 
ders were given that none of her profeſſion 
ſhould appear there. While the court is 
held at this place, ladies of pleafure uſually 
afferb!: there, in great numbers, for the 
entertainment of the nobility, and oft.cr 
gs, whom buſineſs or amuſement Eras 
to the town. At this time, the Provo 
and officers of the Police,. u. ere particu- 
larly ordered not to ſuffer tele fi arms of 
idle women to take up their refiviencs 
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there as formerly. They were accordingly 


driven out of the lodging-houſes and ta- 
verns; ſo that men of plealute felt the 


want of this amuſement, and were oblig- 


ed to make occaſional viſits to the capital, 
in order to ſupply their wants. 

Map AM Dubarrè, however, whether from! 
the mortification ſhe ſuffered y the ſevere 
caricature of Count Lauraguais, or throug't 


her natural modeſty, behaved with great 
moderation during the whole time. Sl 
avoided appearing in public; even at the 
play, ſhe kept out of t ae view of the cour- 


tiers. 


W have already obſerved, that Ma- 
dam Dubarre had, in a great meaſure, con- 
tributed to obtain the neceffary permiſſion 


for the Duke d'Aiguillon that he might 
ſuccced the Duke of Chaulnes in the poſt 
of captain-lieutenant of the light horſe. 
That nobleman was not long x 29 Ea he 
teſtified his gratitude, and gave proofs to 
the family of the DubarrrC's in general, 
of his great attachment to their Nieren 
He procured for their nephew, Viſzounr 
Adolphus, who was an officer in the King's 

re: giment, 
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regiment, the place of a ſupernumerary 


cornet in his own company, in the room of 


the Duke of Pecquigni, who was become 
Duke of Chaulnes by the death of his fa- 
ther, and refigned his commiſhon through 
jealouſy that he could not ſucceed him. 
Tux year 1770 was opened with an anec- 
dote that did great honour to the ſenti- 


ments of the new miſtreſs, The affair was 


much talked of on account of the new 
year, when complimentary viſits are ge- 


neral, and it is neceſſary to have ſome ſub- 


ject to ſupport converſation. The follow- 
ing affair became the general topic : 
Tax firſt day of January, Madam Du- 


barrs entered the King's apartment in great 
good humour, and to let him know that 
| the was come to folicit, as her new year's 
gift, the lodge of Nantes. This was a 


place worth 40,000 livres a year, which 


the late Dutcheſs of Lauraguais held. She 


added, that it was for her worthy friend, 


the wife of the Mareſchal of Mirepoix, ſhe 


wanted it, The King ſmiled, and made 
anſwer, That he was ſorry it was not in his 
power to grant her requeſt, as he had diſ- 


poſed 


| 


EO an 


then embraced her. 
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poſed of the place. The Counteſs was 


ſo much out of humour at the diſappoint- 


ment, that ſhe loſt her temper, and re- 


plied, © This is the fourth favour I have 


ſolicited, and you have refuſed to beſtow. 


I ſhall never trouble you again! “ Hey- 
day!” ſaid the King, “ it is rather early to 
be out of humour: you begin the year very 


badly.“ * And you begin it much worſe,” 
repliedthe favourite, with ſtillgreater marks 


of diſcontent. ** Your reproaches, how- 


ever, ſhall not make me alter my mind,” ſaid 
the royal Lover, (looking at her with ten- 
derneſs,) they only confirm me the more 
in my reſolution: it is commendable in 
you to ſhew ſo. much zeal for your friend; 


but, once for all, I cannot comply: that 
object is diſpoſed of; and, if you are de- 


firous of knowing to whom, I will tell 
you, 'tis yourſelf, Madam; I had reſerved 


that place as a new year's gift for you.“ He 


his favour. The courtiers, on the other 
hand, 


- —— ——ů K . —— m 


Madam Dubarrè was 
impatient until ſhe had publiſhed this 
mark of kindneſs of the monarch, and the 
polite and delicate manner of conferring 
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hand, extolled a warmth of paſſion that 
betrayed her into ſome want of reſpect, 
but evinced the open and generous diſpo- 
ſition of the Counteſs. 
Bur, as ſhe was warm and zealous for 
her friends, ſhe could not forgive a breach 
of friendſhip ; and ingratitude was to her 
the moſt odious of all vices. She had oc- 
cafion to ſhew thoſe ſentiments, in regard 
to the Duke of Villeroi. That nobleman, 
who was in great favour with her, happen- 
ed to let fall ſome expreſſions that were of- 
ficiouſly carried to Madam Dubarrè, and 
drew upon him her reſentment, 
WW: 17 obſerve, that the Duke was 
a g 1 1 ertine, very fond of the ſex, aud 
n delicate with reſpec to his choice. 
' .- was grown paſſionately fond of a gir! 
0: the name of Sophy, who was a chum- 
bermaid to the Countcis Dubarre 3 he had 
debauched the girl, who grew pregnant; 
and, in order to conceal "whe affair, and 
ſcreen her from the reproaches and anger 
of her miſtreſs, had made her quit her 
place, and took a lodging for her, where 
he kept her privatelv, At the time he was 
1 carry- 
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carrying on the intrigue, certain cuurtiers 
who were friends to the Choiſeuils, had ban- 
tered him on his aſſiduity about the favou- 
rite, and ridiculed him for his mean and 
ſervile attendance on her. He denied the 
charge; aſſuring them, that ſhe was not 
the object of his attention; that his viſits 
were to one of her maids; in a word, to 
Sophy. This converſation was carefully 
related to the Counteſs, who, provoked ax 
an excuſe ſo full of inſult to her, and vexed 
at having been ſo far a dupe, forbid his 
viſits This deſpicable flatterer had in 
' vain recourſe to the moſt abject ſupplica- 
tions, in order to regain her favour : ſhe 
remained inflexible, and behaved with a 
dignity and reſolution on the occafion that 
did her honour, Her conduct was the 
ſame with regard to the Choileuils ; who, 
finding it impoſhble to remove her from 
Court, made ſome attempts, no doubt, to 
gain an intimacy with her, though not in 
2 direct manner, left they ſhould expoſe 
themſelves by a repulſe. They employed 
a poct to addreſs the favourite in a copy of 
flattering verſes : the writer inſinuated the 

wiſhes 
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wiſhes of France for a reconciliation be- 
tween her and the miniſter, the head of his 
family. The extravagant praiſes heaped 
upon the latter in the poem, gave occaſion 
to preſume, that they originated with that 

party. | | . 
SUCH a reconciliation was, however, im- 
poſfible. The Choiſeuils, therefore, made 
uſe of another ſtratagem. They placed cer- 
tain artful courtiers about her, who endea- 
voured to terrify her with the arrival of 
the Dauphineſs ; infinuating that it would 
be prudent in her to be abſent, under a 
pretext of drinking the waters of Barrege, 
that ſhe might avoid being ſeen at enter- 
tainments, &c. where ſhe muſt appear to 
diſadvantage ; as the Princeſs, tutored by 
her enemy, might probably give her many 
ſenſible mortifications. She ſeemed to re- 
| liſh this advice; for it was rumoured, that 
ſhe was preparing to go. But the Duke of 
Richlieu acted like an experienced cour- 
tier, and diſſuaded her from the journey : 
he repreſented the dangers ſhe would be 
expoſed to- during her abſence; and at 
length determined her to face the ſhock : 
| and 
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and the Duke d' Aiguillon, who had occa- 
fion for her ſupport, confirmed her reſo- 
lution. „ 

Map Dubarrè had no cauſe to repent 
having followed their advice: matters went 
on admirably well; ſhe had the pleaſure of 
being introduced to the Dauphineſs by the 
King himſelf. On the arrival of that 
princeſs at the caſtle of Muette, ſhe had 
the honour to ſup at the ſame table with 
her; it was even aſſerted at that time, that 
his Majeſty having aſked the Dauphineſs, 
How ſhe liked the Counteſs ? ſhe made 
anſwer, That Madam Dubarre was a moſt 
charming, a moſt amiable woman: a re- 
ply full of candour, which the force of 
truth extorted. And, doubtleſs, ſhe was 
at that time, the moſt diſtinguiſhed lady 
of the court, both for her figure and na- 
tural graces: her perſonal charms might 
juſtly be called beauty ; and what was till 
more ſingular and ſurpriſing, ſhe was the 
moſt decent in her-converſation and beha- 
viour in public. This it was, no doubt, 
that procured her the immediate approba- 
tion and favour of the Dauphineſs. A 

circum- 
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circumſtance happened at the ſucceeding 
viſit to Compeigne, which proved that the 
young Princeſs was then far from having 
that averſion to Madam Dubarrè that ſhe 
has ſince openly avowed. The Dauphi- 
neſs had conceived a great affection for the 
young Dutcheſs of Chaulnes, heretofore 
| Dutcheſs of Pecquigni. The King being 
to give a ſupper at the Lodge, ſhe begged 
of his Majeſty to invite that lady. He 
had the complaiſance to do it; but, 
at the ſame time, invited his favourite. 
The Dauphineſs, upon ſeeing the latter 
coming in, whom ſhe did not expect, ex- 
claimed with her uſual vivacity,“ I requeſt- 
cd but one favour of your Majeſty ; but 
you are ſo good as to confer two!“ The 
favourite unfortunately, ſome time after, 
by an indiſcreet and culpable jealouty, had 
paſſed ſome cenſure on the figure of the 
Dutcheſs, which fome perſons were com- 
mending before her ; and very indecently 


ridiculed every part of her face, This 


excited the indignation and hatred of the 
Princeſs againſt her to ſuch a degree, that 
ihe ſhewed them afterwards on every oc- 

Caſton, | 


MADAM DUBARRE 12 


cafion ; nor could the preſence even of the 
Sovereign reſtrain her. It is generally 
believed, that the Duke of Choiſeuil 
helped greatly to promote and cheriſh this 
hatred. The antipathy of that miniſter 
and the favourite, appeared on the moſt 
trifling occaſions. The Premier, who waz 
the protector of Milfs Clairon, had ſerved 
the ambition of this actreſs, who, unable 
to bear the thoughts of loſing her fame in 
obſcurity, had conſidered the entertain- 
ments that were preparing at court for 
the nuptials of the Dauphin, as a favour- 
able opportunity of reviving the public 


attention in her favour. By her intrigues, 
and the aſſiſtance of the Miniſter, who 
had a hand in every thing, ſhe obtained 


leave to perform Athalia, and deprived 
her former rival, Miſs Dumenil, of the 
part. She was puniſhed for this ungene- 
rous proceeding by her ill ſucceſs. Ma- 


dam Dubarrè felt tor the humiliation of 
the ancient Mclpoinenc, and procured her 
permiſhon to play the part of Semira- 


mis, a character in which that actreſs mott 
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excelled, She made her a preſent of 4 
moſt magnificent dreſs on the occaſion. 
Tir Es trifling conteſts were only a pre- 
lude to the dreadful engagement that was 
to take place between the Duke of Chot- 
ſeuil and the Counteſs. The latter began 
inſenſibly to take part in the moſt impor - 
tant affairs. That relative to the Duke d' Al- 
guillon, was the ſirſt wherein ſhe ſhewed her 
influence, This intriguing nobleman was 
12 the moſt critical and dangerous ſituation, 
The King had been prevailed on to take 
cognizance of the affair himſelf, and to have 
it tried by the parliament of Paris, before the 
Princes and peers of the realm. The hopes 

the Duke had at firſt conceived of being 
acquitted, and, by that means, of filenc- 
ing for ever the clamours and reproaches 
that were raiſed againſt his deſpotic admi- 
niſtration, made him appear with pleaſure 
before this new tribunal ; but when he 
ſaw that the reſentment of all preſent was 
rouſed againſt him by his ſecret enemy the 
Duke of Choiſeuil; when he found that his 
whole conduct had been fo ſeverely ſeruti— 
nized, that the moſt ſubſtantial proofs of 
mal- 
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mal- adminiſtration were likely to be pro- 
duced againſt him, he looked upon him- 


felf as a loſt man, and had no hopes but 


in the protection of Madam Dubarre, « ho 
was then on the beſt terms with the Chan- 


cellor.—The Chancellor had occafion for 


her aſſiſtance to ſecure himſelf at court, and 
complete the great projects he had form- 
ed againſt the entire magiſtracy, in order 
to ruin the Duke, his benefactor, who was 
become his enemy by his connection; 
with the parltament ; he made no ſcruple, 
therefore, of complying with all that was 
required. After having perſuaded the So- 
vereign to open the moſt auguſt afenibly, 
with the greateſt ſolemnity, in the month 
of April for the trial of a peer, in order 
to clear him of the crimes of which he 
was acculcd; in the month of June follow- 
ing, he made this very Prince declare, 


That he looked upon the affair as decided, 


the Peer acquitted, and that he defired to 


hear no more of the matter. It is not our 
province to inquire into thoſe inconfiſten- 
cies : this ſufficiently ſhews, however, the 
amazing influence of the favourite at this 
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excelled. She made her a preſent of a 
not magnificent dreſs on the occaſion. 
Tus trifling conteſts were only a pre- 
jude to the dreadful engagement that was 
to take place between the Duke of Chot- 
{cuil and the Counteſs. The latter began 
inſenſibly to take part in the moſt impor- 
tant affairs. That relative to the Duke d' Al- 
guillon, was the firft wherein ſhe ſhewed her 
influence. This intriguing nobleman was 
12 the moſt critical and dangerous ſituation, 
The King had been prevailed on to take 
cognizance of the affair himſelf, and to have 
it tried by the parliament of Paris, before the 
princes and peers of the realm. The hopes 
the Duke had at firſt conceived of being 
acquitted, and, by that means, of filenc- 
ing for ever the clamours and reproaches 
that were raiſed againſt his deſpotic admi- 
nitration, made him appear with pleaſure 
before this new tribunal ; but when he 
ſai that the reſentment of all preſent was 
rouſed againſt him by his ſecret enemy the 
Duke of Choiſeuil; when he found that his 
whole conduct had been fo ſeverely ſcruti-— 
nized, that the moſt ſubſtantial proofs of 
mal- 
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mal adminiſtration were likely to be pro- 
duced againſt him, he looked upon him- 
felf as a loſt man, and had no hopes but 
in the protection of Madam Dubarre, «ho 
was then on the beſt terms with the Chan- 
cellor.—The Chancellor had occaſion for 


her aſſiſtance to ſecure himſelf at court, and 


complete the great projects he had form- 
ed againſt the entire magiſtracy, in order 


to ruin the Duke, his benefactor, who was 


become his enemy by his connection; 
with the Parliament; : made no ſcruple, 
rherefore, of complying with all that was 
required. After having perſuaded the So- 
vereign to open the moſt auguſt atenvly, 


with the greateſt ſolemnity, in the month 


of April for the trial of a pcœer, in order 
to clear him of the crimes of which he. 
was acculcd; in the month of June follow- 


ing, he made this very Prince declare, 


That he looked upon the affair as decided, 


the Peer acquitted, and that he defired to 


hear no more of the matter. It is not our 
province to inquire into thoſe inconſiſten— 
cies: this ſufficiently ſhews, however, the 
amazing influence of the favourite at this 


a. 
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time, to prevail upon the Sovereign, be- 
fore the princes, peers, and magiſtrates, in 


the face of the whole kingdom, and all 


Europe, to contradict himſelf in ſo ſhame- 
ful a manner. The event was made the 
ſubje& of ſatirical ſonnets. It turniſhed 
the Duke of Briflac with a bon mot, He 
obſerved, That the Counteſs Dubarre had 
ſaved the head of the Duke d'Aiguillon, 
but had put a halter round his neck; al- 


luding to the diſhonourable mode of his 
acquitment, = 
TRE latter, however, did not conſi- 


der things in the ſame light, and thought 
hunſelt happy to eſcape ſo well. He judg- 
ed it the more eſſential to have the proſe- 
cution concluded at any rate, as he fore- 
ſaw the approaching diſgrace of the Choi- 
ſeuils; and he was in hopes of reaping ad- 
vantage thereby. He received a great 
mark of favour at this important crifis. 
The King having condeſcended to honour 
Madam Dubarre with his company at 
ſupper with her at Lucienne, during the 


viſit to Marli, was not diſpleaſed that ſhe 


had 
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had invited the Duke d'Aiguillon, and 


admitted him to the table, 

Tux moſt intimate connection was, at 
this time, formed between this nobleman 
and the Chancellor. T'.cir confe nos 


were held at the apartmencs of denen 


Dubarrè, where, for reaſons peculiar to 
cach, they both conſpired the deſtruction 
of the Choiſeuils. For the more ſpecdy 
accompliſhment of their defiznz, they 
agreed to inſorm the King of the great in- 
timacy between the Miniſter and the Par- 
liament ; to attribute to his intrigues the 
late inſurrections of thoſe bodies, with re- 
ſpect to a law-ſuit, from which the Chan- 
cellor had flattered his Majeſty to diſen- 


gage him, and who, on the contrary, only 
raiſed new troubles. Thus what might 


rum one party, was turned againſt the 
other, 8 | 

Tut Dutcheſs of Grammont, who, 
through jealouſy, was abſent from Court, 


and travelling about, under the pretence of 


taking the waters, had paſled through 
ſeveral provinces of France where parlia- 


ments were held, and furniſhed them with 


63 more 
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more important and more atrocious mat- 
ters of complaint, They infinuated to the 
Sovereign, that ſhe had held ſeveral con- 
ferences with them; and urged them to 


make oppoſition, by aſſuring them of the 
protection of her brother. This accuſa- 


tion had ſuch an effect on the mind of his 
Majeſty, that from that time forward, he 


ſhewed a viſible coolneſs to the Miniſter. 


He did not vouchſafe to ſpeak to him with 
the leaſt degree of familiarity, though he 


fill continued to attend to buſmeſs with 


him, and admit him to his private ſup- 


pers. This diſregard did not eſcape the 
notice of the courtiers, and made many 


of them quit the party of the Choi- 
ſeuils. DE = 
Ir is ſomewhat wonderful how Madam 
Dubarrè, open, unreſerved, giddy, and 
choughtleſs as ſhe was, could efcaps the 
ſnares of ſo many artful people, who en- 
deavourcd to ſurpriſe her by eyery method 
that could flatter her paſhons or caprice, 
The Chancellor, during the excurfion to 
Compeigne, gave a dinner which afforded 
much mirth to the favourite, and would 
have 
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have made the Supreme Juſtice complete- 
ly ridiculous, if ſuch a thing was poſ- 
fible. ” 
Tur favourite had, at that time, alittle 
negro boy, called Zamore, of whom ſhe 
was very fond. She uſed to play with him 
as with a little dog. The boy was very 
arch, He accompanied his miſtreſs where- 
ever ſhe went. Mr. de Maupeou endea- 
voured to flatter the one, by diverting the 
other; for he did not negle& the moſt 
trifling methods of pleafing.—In the courſe 
of the entertainment, he had ſerved up a 
fine pie in appearance: this was, however, 
a deception; for 25 oon as a knife was 
put into it, a ſwarm of May-flies flew our 
round the room, numbers of which ſet- 
tled on the enormous wig of the Chan- 
cellor. The trick made Zamore laugh 
heartily ; perhaps he had never before ſeen 
any of thoſe inſets. He was eager to catch 
ſome of them, and ſought them in the curls 
of the wig where they were entangled. Ar: 
length, without any reſpect for the chief 
magiſtrate, in order to divert himſelf with 
the flies the more caſily, he pulled off the 
8988 | ige 
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wig entirely. Madam Dubarre burſt ou. 
into a loud fit of laughter, and the Chan- 
cellor bore the general deriſion with great 
good humour. We ſhall give our readers 
the remarks made by a courtier on the bc- 
caſion. He obſerves, that the beſt method 
of deſcribing a man is to relate the teſti- 
mony of his contemporaries, and thole of 
the ſame rank. 


Extract of a Letter from Compeigne, dated the 
20h of gf 1770. 


Y ou fancy at Paris that the Chan- 


-- coiior 15 muen embarraned by tne gene- 
ral oppoſition of the magiſtrates, and by 
« the diſturbances raiſed by the different 
*© parhaments on every ſide. He does 


„ not, however, appear in the leaſt af- | 


© fected by thoſe commotions. He di- 
c verts himſelf with the innocence and 
„ fimplicty of a child. It is generally 
<« reported that the King, a few days ago, 
** unexpectedly entered the apartments of 
« Madam Dubarre, and found that Lady, 
« who has very little reſerve, playing at 
„ blindman's- 
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La) 


blindman's-buff with ſome of the young 
&« courticrs; and, in the midſt of them, 


La 


6 


gave great diverſion to his Majeſty.” 


Tr was eaſy to conceive that the party 
of the Choiſcuils made this indecent ſcene 


the ſubiect of much ridicule; but Mr. 


Maupcou was not the leſs forward in his 
deſigns. His party daily increaſed. His 


pliant and engaging manners conciliated 


the friendſhip of all thoſe whom the haugh- 
ty behaviour of the rival miniſter kept at a 


diſtance. By this means he entirely gained 


over the Duke of Richlicu, who was {till 
cndeavouring to keep fair with both par- 
ties. 


Tu Mareſchal, before he ſet ou for 


the government of Guienne, waited on 


the Duke of Choiſeuil; and, in taking 
leave of the Minifter, expreſſed how hap. 


py he ſhould be it the Dutcheſs of Gram- 
mont, who he underttood was to return 
rhrough that country, would do him the 
honour to lodge at his houſe at Bourdeaux. 

He affured him, That he would endea- 
5 03 4 


was the Chancellor blindfolded, which 


Your 
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vour to give her a proper reception, and 
procure her every pleaſure and entertain- 
ment that were due to a lady of her rank. 
The Minifter did not conceal his diſſatisfac- 

tion: he gave him to underſtand, that he 
looked upon thoſe offers as a mockery ; 
that he was no ſtranger to the impertinent 
| ſtories that had been circulated relative tc 
his ſiſter and himfelf ; and he looked up- 
on him as one of the principal authors of 
the ſcandal. Whereupon the Mareſchal, 
having attempted to make a jeſt of this 
charge, the Duke grew warm, and after 
declaring that neither he, nor any of his 
family ſhould ever enter his doors, he 
rurned his back upon him. 

Taz Miniſter had, at this time, another 
mortification to humble his haughty tem- 
per. He was obliged to nominate to the 
place of lieutenant- colonel of the Corfican 
battalion one of the Dubarre's, the young- 
eſt of the three brothers, who was removed 
from the regiment of Beauce into that 
corps. This was a new ftab to his pride. 
He could not but plainly ſee how the 
power of his enemy daily increaſed. When 

the 
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the Court returned from Compeigne this 
year, the King conducted her publicly 
to Chantilly, and gave her the liberty to 
chuſe ſuch noblemen and ladies as ſhe 
' thought proper to be of the party. No 
perſon will doubt but the Duke of Choi- 
ſeuil was one of the firſt omitted. Twas 
in the boſom of this Lady that the Mo- 
narch paured out the cares and anxiety 
which he ſelt at this critical period. Af— 
ter the deſpotic manner in which he lately 
allembled the Parliament of Paris on the 
zd of September, the bad effects of which 
he could not but obſerve in the general. 
conſternation and terror that were ſpread 
round him in Paris, and in the melancholy 
filence that prevailed at his entry and exit, 
which was not interrupted by a ſingle ac- 
clammation or bleſſing, he went to ſup at 
J. ucienne, where the Counteſs happily rout- 
ed him from the uneaſineſs in which he 
was plunged. A talent fo precious and 
flattering, and of ſuch great utility, could 
not fail to give the favourite an intire af 
cendant over her lover. An evident pros.f 
alu this was given in the conduct of his 


6 6 _ Aajoly 
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Majeſty in Parliament, in reſpe& to the 
Duke d'Aiguillon, He carried away all 
the papers that related to his trial, which 
put it out of the power of that body to 
purſue the affair, and deſtroyed even the 
grounds of a proſecution. The Duke was 
ſenſible of the great importance of this con- 
duct of the Sovereign. He endeavoured to 
expreſs his gratitude by a preſent to his be- 
nefactreſs, which furniſhed matter of con- 
verſation, and excited the admiration of 
all Paris at the time. This was a moſt 
ſplendid vis-a-vis that he had ordered to 
be built for her. Nothing could ſur— 
paſs its elegancy and magnificence. The 
caches of the Dauphineſs that were ſent 
to Vienna, were far interior in point of 
taſte, and delicacy of workmanſhip. A 
deſcription of this carriage will ſhew to 
what a pitch of depravity the manners of 
the Court were carried, in exhibiting tv 
the view of all France the public fcandal 
of the amours of the Sovercipn, under an 
. allegory that was no way myſterious. Be- 
ſides the arms of the family of Dubarre, 
xkich formed the center of the four prin- 
cipal 
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cipal pannels, on a gold ground that co- 
vered the whole exterior of the carriage, 
with the famous war-cry—v047e2 ea avant, 
or puſh forward; on a part of each of 
the fide pannels was painted a bed of ro- 
es, on which two doves were billing in 
the moſt wanton: manner. On the other 
part, was drawn a heart pierced with an 
arrow ; and the whole adorned with qui- 
vers, torches, and all the attributes be- 
longing to the Paphian divinity. Thele 
ingenious emblems were crowned with a 
garland of flowers that had a moſt exqui- 
mite effect. The reſt was proportionably 
rich and elegant. The hammercloth, the 
places for the footmen, the wheels, the 
boxcs of the axle-trec, and the foot-ſtools, 
were of ſuch finiſhed elegance, that the 
eye dwelt on them with pleaſure; and 
they were imprefled with ſome reſemblance 
to the charms of the Goddeſs of ſo volup- 
tuous a carriage. Every body exclaimed, 
that the arts had never before been carried 
to ſo high a degree of perfection. As the 
Duke d'Aiguillon, to add to the politeneſs 
of the preſent, had concealed the price of 


* 
It, 
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Majefty in Parliament, in reſpe& to the 
Duke d'Aiguillon. He carried away all 
the papers that related to his trial, which 
put it out of the power of that body to 
purſue the affair, and deſtroyed even the 
grounds of a proſecution. The Duke was 
ſenfible of the great importance of this con- 
duct of the Sovereign. He endeavoured to 
expreſs his gratitude by a preſent to his be- 
nefactreſs, which furniſhed matter of con- 
verſation, and excited the admiration of 
all Paris at the time. This was a moſt 
ſplendid vis-a-vis that he had ordered to 
be built for her. Nothing could fur- 
paſs its elegancy and magnificence. The 
:oaches of the Dauphineſs that were ſent 
to Vienna, were far interior in point of 
taſte, and delicacy of workmanſhip. =: 
deſcription of this carriage will thew to 
what a pitch of depravity the manners of 
the Court were carried, in exhibiting to 
the view of all France the public fcandal 
of the amours of the Sovercign, under an 
allegory that was no way myſterious. Be- 
ſides the arms of the family of Dubarre, 
which formed the center of the four prin- 
| ei 
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cipal pannels, on a gold ground that co- 
vered the whole exterior of the carriage, 
with the famous war- cry bone en avant, 
or puſh forward; on a part of each of 
the fide pannels was painted a bed of ro- 
ſes, on which two doves were billing in 
the moſt wanton manner. On the other 
part, was drawn a heart pierced with an 
arrow ; and the whole adorned with qui- 
vers, torches, and all the attributes be- 
longing to the Paphian divinity. Theſe 
ingenious emblems were crowned with a 
garland of flowers that had a moſt exqui- 
ſite effect. The reſt was proportionably 
rich and elegant. The hammercloth, the 
places for the footmen, the wheels, the 
boxes of the axle-trec, and the foot-ſtools, 
were of ſuch finiſhed elegance, that the 
eye dwelt on them with pleaſure; and 
they were impreſſed with ſome reſemblance 
to the charms of the Goddeſs of ſo volup- 
tuous a carriage, Every body exclaimed, 
that the arts had never before been carried 
to ſo high a degree of perfection. As the 
Duke d' Aiguillon, to add to the politeneſs 
of the preſent, had concealed the price of 


* 
173 
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it, it was never exactly known. By par- 
ticular inquiries, however, among the 
workmen, ſome people pretended to cal- 
culate the coſt at 25,000 livres. Be that 
as it may, the donor had the mortification 
to ſee that Madam Dubarre did not make 
uſe of it. Her motives were variouſly talked 
of. Some people ſaid, that ſhe did not 
like it; others again, with more probabi- 
lity, that the King thought it too ſuperb, 
and had deſired her not to ride in it. It 
was even ſaid, that this had occaſioned a 
quarrel between the lovers. Certain it is, 
the public were ſcandalized at this inde- 
cent pomp. 

Tux oppoſite party, it may be ſuppoſed, 
were not the laſt to rail at ſuch extrava- 
gant luxury; but the Duke of Choiſeuil 
was quite reſerved. He did not join with 
the railers; he thought it ſufficient to en- 
courage them privately, The out- cry was 
the more juſtifiable, as the ſituation of 
France was truly miſerable, Bread was 
very dear; numbers were periſhing with 
hunger; and it was obſerved with regret, 
that che coſt of ſuch an cquipage would 
©". Rave 
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have fed a whole province for ſeveral 
months. A ſatirical ſcribbler circulated a 
little piece, called the Pater, or Lord's 
Prayer. Thus diſcontent diſplayed itſelf 


in every form. This Pater was addrefled 


to the King, and contained as follows : 
„ Ovn father, who art at Verſailles, ho- 


* noured be thy name; thy kingdom is 


* 


© 


s earth as it is in Heaven; give us back 
: 


La) 


Cc 


A 


have ſupported thy intereſts, as thou 
c 


A 


% them. Be not led again into tempta- 
% tion by Dubarre : and deliver us from 
% that demon, the Chancellor. Amen.” 


La) 


Is ſhort, notwithftanding the multifa- 


rious proofs of the decline of their party, 
and of the ſurpriſing aſcendant which the 
other daily gained, the Chuiſcuils ſtill flat- 
tered themſelves with hopes. They were 
the better founded, perhaps, as thei: !: 
ſign was to ſupplant the favourite by -!.. 
introduction of 2 aew beauty, wh. 

every qualificat.ua to captivate the! 


undone ; thy will is as little done on 


our daily bread, that thou haſt taken 
« away. Forgive thy Parliaments, who 


forgiveft thy Minifters who have ſold 
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Tax Marquis of Choiſeuil, fon | to the- 
late captain in the navy, who was fo cele- 
brated for his Viſion of the Cardinal of Bernis, 
had lately married a young lady of the 
name of Raby. She was a Creole of the 
moſt engaging figure ; beſides, her natu- 
ral charms and talents were united with 
every elegant improvement, ſo that ſhe 
might be juſtly confidered as one of the 

moſt accompliſhed ladies of the Court : 
ſhe was, moreover, very young, and freſh 
and blooming as Hebe. It might be ex- 
pected that ſhe would powerfully affect 
the ſenſibility of the Sovereign at the mo- 
ment of introduction. This was a cere- 
mony that was neceſſary, before ſhe could 
be enrolled among the number of court 
ladies. The courtiers waited with impa- 
tience for the day on which this luminary 
was to make her appearance. Every eye 
was fixed upon the Prince, when the ar- 
rival of this mirror of beauty was declar- 
ed. It was obſerved, however, that his 
Majeſty ſhewed but little attention to her ; 
and all the notice he took, ſeemed only to 
avoid the appearance of contempt. This 
| lit 
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laft reſource having failed of ſucceſs, the 
power of the Counteſs was judged invin- 
cible; and every thing, thenceforward, 


gave way before her. The ladies, who 


till then, had carefully endeavoured not to 
involve themſelves in any diſagrecable at- 


fair, by either ſhewing any open diſreſpect, 


or making advances, and thus kept with- 


in the bounds of prudence, were now too 


much alarmed at the diſgrace of the Coun- 


teſs of Grammont, not to bow before the 
ſhrine of the reigning idol. This very 


Counteſs of Grammont, who had the in- 
ſolence to fix the bell at Choiſi, inſui- 


ting Madam Dubarrè in the moſt open 
manner, who had provoked the reſent- 
ment and diſpleaſure of the Sovereign, 


and now languiſhed in exile upon her 
eſtate, was unable any longer to bear being 
abſent from Court, or the gloom of ſoli- 


tude. She was mean enough to beg leave 
to return, and to engage the Dukes of 


Gonlaut and Noai!les to ſolicit that favour 


for her from the favourite. It was grant- 


ed on condition that ſhe ſhould not appear 
at Court. Oh 
Ar 
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Ar Fontainbleau, in particular, Ma- 
dam Dubarre triumphed in all her glory, 


and humbled the Duke of Choiſeuil. The 


King's regiment was encamped near that 
eity, in order to be reviewed by his Maje- 
ſty. This ceremony could not be per- 
formed without the Miniſter of the war 
department. Madam Dubarre was at the 
review, attended by the Dutcheſs of Va- 
lentenois, and the Marchioneſs of Mont- 
morenci. The Count de Chatelet, the 
lieutenant-colonel, made an entertainment 
in his tent in the evening, to which thoſe 
ladies had been invited. Madam Dubarre 
was ſeated next the King, and occupied 
the place of the Dauphineſs, who had 
been expected, but did not go. This was 
the firſt apparent oppoſition ſhe had ſhewn 
to the favourite, The Duke of Choiſeuil, 
boiling with rage and envy, under the 
pretence of indiſpoſition, avoided appear- 
ing at the review, or entertainment, 
Tas King, even in the moſt trifling 
matters, ſhewed how much he interefted 
himſelf in every thing that concerned his 
beloved miſtreſs. In this excurſion, he 
amuſed 
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amuſed himſelf with the marriage of the 
firſt waiting-maid of that lady, We have 
already mentioned that this woman had 
been the miſtreſs of the brother-in-law, and 
deſerted for Miſs l'Ange de Vaubergnier. 
She was reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs, 
when Madam Dubarre was ſolicited to em- 
ploy her in the above capacity. She had 


ſo far won the favour and confidence of 


her miſtreſs, that the latter conſented to 
her being married to a man of the name of 
Langibeau, for whom ſhe procured a place 
of 10,000 livres a year. His Majeſty 
gave, as a nuptial preſent, 25,000 livres, 
with an elegant ſuit of diamonds. Ma- 
dam Langibeau continued in the ſervice of 
Madam Dubarre, and till is employed in 


the moſt ſecret offices. Though ſhe is one 


of the worſt of her ſex, ſhe has gained 
ſuch an aſcendant over the miſtreſs, that 
the latter cannot get rid of her. This is a 


freſh proot of the OT of the fa- 


vourite. 


ALL thoſe little particular favours were 


but the prelude to the important influence 


that Madam Dubarrè was about to diſ- 
play 
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play in the revolution that was ſhortly to 
take place; and which the Duke d'Ai- 
guillon, and the Chancellor were advanc- 
ing in concert, in order to promote their 
ſeparate ſchemes of ambition. They both 
made uſe of the Counteſs as the fitteſt per- 
ſon to determine the Prince. They inſi- 
nuated, that it was abſolutely neceſſary 
that ſhe ſhould ſecond their defigns, as it 
was her intereſt ; that ſhe would never be 
ſafe from danger, while the Duke of Chot- 
ſeuil preſerved his place; and that it would 
be impoſſible to remove him, unleſs by 
_ raiſing ſuſpicions againſt him in the breaſt. 
of the King, on account of his connec- 
tions with the Parliament ; that, in order 
to ſhew him in a worſe light, it would be 
neceſſary, likewiſe, to blacken that body, 
and repreſent the members to the monarch 
as an ambitious ſet of men, that were ever 
ready to make incroachments, to attack 
his authority, and to uſurp the privileges of 
the throne ; that the firſt advantage that 
would flow from the ruin of the parlia- 
ment would bethedeſtruction of the Duke, 
her enemy ; and, the next, though more re- 
ng: mote, 
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mote, would be no leſs eſſential, as it would 


facilitate the levying of taxes, and conſe- 


quently the generous favours of her auguſt 
lover to her. So many advantages, preſent- 
ed under a point of vie fo ſtrikingly allu- 
ring, made ſtrong impreſſions on the favou- 


rite againſt the magiſtracy. She ſoon filled 


the heart of the Sovereign with the ſame 
hatred againſt the Parliament that ſhe her- 
ſelf felt; to this he was already but too 
well inclined. This weak prince, who had 
no ſettled reſolution, determined at length 
not to deviate from the new law, that had 
been eſtabliſhed by the famous edict of 
December 1770, and regiſtered in council 
on the 3d of the ſame month. 

Bor the Chancellor and the Duke 
d'Aiguillon were too ſenfible of the irreſo- 
lution and timidity of the Sovereign, to 


truſt to his apparent firmneſs. They only 


took advantage of it, in order to make him 


ſtrike the important blows which they 


had meditated, and hurry him on to fuch 


lengths, that there could be no poſhbility 


of receding. Madam Dubarre affiſted them 
admirably well in thoſe matters. As the 


King 
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King ſupped with her almoſt every night, 
they previouſly inſtructed her in what ſhe 
was to ſay; they gave her orders ready 
drawn up for figning ; and when her lover, 
with his head heated with delicious wines, 
and his heart inflamed with love, which he 
poured out on her boſom, ſolicited the laſt 
favours, and there was nothing more to be 
granted, ſhe extorted the fatal ſignature, 
and nothing was tranſacted in the Council; 
” leaſt the other miniſters complained loud- 

, that they were entire ſtrangers to thoſe 
3 acts that were put in force againſt 
the Parliament of Paris. 

Turs, in fine, was diſpatched on the ih 
of December, the lettre de cachet which diſ- 
mifſſed the Duke of Choiſeuil. The ſame 
had been frequently ſigned before, in the 
hours of plcature and intoxication, of which 
the King repeated the next morning. This 
however took place, and was notified to 
the Miniſter at 11 o'clock in the morning, 
by the Duke of Vrilliere, who had but 
twenty-four hours allowed him to tet off 
tor Chanteloup. The order was as follows: 


6 Coufin, 
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% Couſin, 


«© TRE little ſatisfaction your ſervices 


have given me, obliges me to baniſh 
you to Chanteloup; for which place you 


* muſt depart in twenty-four hours. I 
ce would have ordered you to a place much 


* more remote, but out of particular re- 
* oard to the Dutcheſs of Cholſeuil, for 
cc whole health and welfare I am intereſt- 


«© ed. Let not your conduct force me to 


b alter my reſolution. May God preſerve 
6 you.” 


Taz preſence of the Duke of h Vril. 


Here, who carried the royal mandate to the 
Duke of Choiſeuil, was another mortify- 


ing circumſtance to him; as that Miniſter, 


being uncle to the Duke d' Aiguillon, could 


not but be inwardly pleaſed with his com- 


miſſion. Nor was the diſgraced Miniſter 


the dupe of this affected condolence; but 
My good Lord Duke,“ he replied, I 


very well know all the pleaſure you feel in 
being the bearer of this news“. 
Tax Duke of Pratlin, who was at Paris 


very much afflicted with the gout, which 


had leized his head, received a lettre de 


cachet 


q 
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cachet the ſame day, that was much more 
conciſe, and full of contempt. It contain- 
thoſe words, viz. 

* Have no farther occaſion for your 


©& ſervices. I baniſh you to Praſlin; you 


* muſt ſet out in twenty-four hours.“ 
Taxs: Miniſters having quitted the 


Court, the affair relative to the Parhament 


was not long: that whole body was baniſh- 
ed the 22d of January. 
IT is natural to ſuppoſe that thoſe events 


did not take place without exciting many 


murmurs and complaints; numberleſs epi- 


grams, ſonnets, and paſquinades were writ- 
ten on the ſubject. In one of thoſe little 


pieces the inſignificant conduct of the king 
was pathetically deſcribed; and he was de- 


prived of the precious ſurname of the Mell. 


beloved, which he ſhould have carefully en- 
deavoured to preſerve, if he had ever me- 


_ rited that glorious appellation. There were 
Other wretched rhimes which no otherwilc 


merited notice, but for the contemptible 


light in which they repreſented the ſu- 


preme Head of the law. 
ANOTHER piece was more humorous ; 
It 
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i: was a caricature relating to the edict of 
the Parliament of the 1oth of December; 
in which that body faid to tne King, That 
their members were ready to {ſacrifice their 
fortunes, liberties, lives, &c. for him. 


Tur King was repreſented with the 


Chancellor, the Comptroller-general and 
Madam Dubarrè in a group. The firft Shes 
fident of the ee appeared lying at 
the feet of the Sovereign, and a little A 
ket was filled with the heads, purſes, and 
prdcada of the members: the Chancellor 
teized upon the heads, the Comptroller- 
general on the puries, and the Miſtreſs on 
the provid. 

Ir is not known whether the was ever 
informed of this affair; but in all proba- 
bility ſhe would have laughed at the jeſt. 
This is the more likely, as ſne was then 
rec from her enemy. 

Tur Miniſter, however, bore his dif- 
grace with a becoming temper and fortt- 
tude ; it 0 a lort of triumph to him: 


tor, though he had orders to receive no 


perſon daring! his Hay in Paris, an immenis 
crowd of people vi all ranks called on hitn, 


{| 1 


y 
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and left their names; and the Duke of 
Chartres, who was a particular friend to the 
exiled Miniſter, broke through every ob- 
ſtacle, claſped him in his arms, and ſhed 
abundance of tears on the occaſion. 

Tun day following, when he was to de- 
part, thoſe who had not been permitted to 
ſee him, went out of town to meet him; 
and the road was lined for a confiderable 
length with a double range of carriages. 

Ir feems that the moſt powerful motive 
that was urged to determine his Majeſty to 
diſmiſs a man whom he did not like, but 
to whom he had been long accuſtomed, 
and whom he dreaded and conſidered as 
neceſſary, in the critical fituation he was in 
with reſpect to Spain and England, was, 
the charge laid againſt the miniſter of his 
tacit endeavours to kindle a war, notwith- 
ſtanding all his ſeeming ardor to coincide 
with the views of his maſter, who was now 
more defirous of peace than ever. 

AFTER having thus miſrepreſented him 
to the Sovereign, they endeavoured to ſtifle 
the public regret ; for the people, equally 
blind in their attachment and hatred, ſeem- 
| = ed 
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ed to lament the baniſhment of the Mini- 
ſter. A few days after his diſgrace, the 
edict of Council, of the 23d of December, 
relative to the corn trade, was made public, 
It was nothing more than a renewal of the 
arrangements made by the different acts of 
Parliament in regard to that article; acts 


which had been frequently annulled, tho? 


the wiſdom and neceſſity of them were evin- 
ced by thoſe orders. The promulgation of 


the edict was now however abſolutely uſe- 


leſs, on account of the impoſſibility of ex- 
porting corn; as the price of that commo- 
dity was higher than the rate at which ex- 
portation was permitted; and eſpecially as 
it was too dear and too ſcarce in France, to 
think of ſending it to a forcign market. 
This made ſome ſhort-fighted politicians 
infer, that the real deſign of the proclama- 


tion was to throw the odium of all the mo- 


nopoly, foreſtalling and ſcarcity on the 
Duke of Choiſcuil. 

Tur Counteſs Dubarre could not but 
feel the higheſt ſatisſaction at being com- 
pletely freed from the only man ſhe had to 


tear; but the removal of her enemy was 
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not thought ſufficient ; it was neceſſary to 
raiſe her creatures to the miniſterial de- 
partments. | 

Tux Duke d' Aiguillon perſuaded. her 
that ſhe could have no ſervant in office more 
devoted to her intereſt than he was. His 
arguments had the deſired effect; and he 
was accordingly nominated to the naval ap- 
pointment: he had even taken poſſeſſion 
of the place; but wiſer heads adviſed him 
to forbear. He conſidered the matter; and 
found this was not a time for him to ac- 
cept of the office; that being made the ſub- 
ject of new memorials, in the preſent fer- 
mentation of the States of Brittany againſt 
him, and the general concern for the Choi- 
ſeuils, it was neceſſary to remain behind 
the curtain, and wait until the inexperience 
and errors of a new miniſter ſhould make 
the people deſire a change. The Abbe 
Terrai, an artful ſchemer, but a man of 
obſcurity, without birth, friends or con- 
| fiſtency, and who had no reſources but 
what he derived from himſelf, procured 
the place for the preſent, as one that would 
refign it whencver it was required, 
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His intention, however, was to keep 


the place; and, as he was vain enough 
to think himſelf qualified to manage 


the finances, though he never was well | 


acquainted with that department, he 
imagined that he was equally capable or 
diſcharging the duties of the new oflic': 
which he was about to direct. He was 
hopes of finding ſome favourable opp- 
tunity of holding the latter, and gett':.g 


rid of the former, which was attended with 


great dangers that daily increaſed. The 


Duke d'Aiguillon had his views likes ite; 
and looked upon the Abbe as an excellent 
ſubſtitute for the preſent, whoſe ignorence 


of naval affairs, and want of ſupport, 
would facilitate his removal whenever he 
thought proper. 

Tux war-office was given to the Count 
of Muy, a man well verſed in military af— 
fairs, but full of auſterity and devotion. 
His refuſal to bend the knee to the idol of 
the Court, was the cauſe of his diſmiffion. 

The Prince of Conds was ſcheming like- 
wile; and Madam Dubarre could not help 
concurring in the appointment of the Mar- 
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quis Monteynard, whom his highneſs con- 
ſidered as the fitteſt perſon to promote 
the accompliſhment of his deſigns. What 
thoſe defigns were, we ſhall not here at- 
tempt to inveſtigate. The foreign de- 
partment remained without a head ; and 
this was another reſource which the Duke 
d'Aiguillon was endeavouring to preſerve 
for himſelf. ” 5 
AL1 thoſe who were connected, in any | 
degree, with the Choiſeuils, ſhared in their 
diſgrace. The Baron of Breteuil had been 
appointed ambaſſador to the court of Vi- 
enna. He had already ſent off his bag- 
gage, and was preparing to ſet out on the 
embaſſy, when he was deſired by the Duke 
of La Vrilliere to wait upon the Counteſs 
Dubarrè, who informed him that his de- 
ſtination was altered. So that this Mi- 
niſter, who was the moſt able nego- 
tiator after Mr. Vergennes, was ſent to 
bury his talents at the Court of Naples. 
As he was a creature of the late premier, 
and had been appointed by him, it was 
apprehended he might uſe his endeavours 
to perſuade the Empreſs Queen to write in 
5 favour 
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favour of the diſgraced miniſter. It was 


therefore conſidered as a matter of the 
greateſt importance to the reigning par? 
to have a perſon at that Court intircly d 
voted to their intereſts, however incapa' 
he might be; and this confideration i1 
duced them to ſend Prince Lewis on th- 
embaſſy. The calamities of Poland wer 
doubtleſs owing to this egregious blunder ir, 
politics. Thus the welfare of the nation, anc 
the intereſts of her atlies, were ſacrificed to 
the private views of an obſcure partv, who 


leſſened the national conſequence with fo- 
reign ſtates, and filled the interior provinces 


of the kingdom with confufion and diſorder, 
Tux more effectually to promote their 
defigns, and, in order to complete the ruin 
of the magiſtracy, the Chancellor, who 
then directed all the motions of the fa- 
vourite, perſuaded her to make a purchaſe, 


which laid her open to cenſure aud ridi- 


cule ; and the ſecret views of the purchaſe 
merited the moſt ſevere animadverſions. 


Tux Count of Thiers, a nobleman cele- 


brated for his love of the fine arts, had a 


moſt noble collection of paintings, in ich 
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was a portrait of Charles I. king of Eng- 
land, in a ſtanding poſture, painted by 
Vandy ke. This was the only one that was 
excepted in the ſale of the pictures to 
the Empreſs of Ruſſia. It was reterved tor 
the favourite, who paid 24,000 livres for 
it. People were ſurpriſed at her choice. 

She was reproached for having preferred 
that piece to ſo many others that were more 
worthy of her attention. She made an- 
ſer, That it was a family picture ſhe was 
willing to preſerve. The Dubarres claim- 
ed Kindred to the houſe of Stuart, from 
tacir foreign deſcent ; but it was a mere 
idle claim. It was generally thought by 
thoſe courtiers, who were beſt acquainted 
with the intrigues of the Court, that by 
the advice of Mr. de Maupeou, ſhe had 
the picture hung up in her apartment that 
was next to the King's; and, that when— 
ever his Majeſty iccined inclined to liften 
to the ſuggeſtions of his natural goodncſs 
of heart, and reſentment ſubſiding, he was 
diſpoſed to moderation and clemency; ſhe 
pointed to the example of the untortunate 
Charles; and hinted, that, perhaps, his 


par- 
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parliaments might have perpetrated the 
like atrocious crime, if the Chancellor had 
not laid open their raſh and nefarious de- 
hgns, and checked their progreſs before 


they were carried to that exceſs of enormi- 


ty to which they otherwiſe might. Not- 


withſtanding the abſurdity of this abomt- 


navle imputation, it raiſed a ſtorm in the 
L-eatt of the Sovereign for the moment; 
and, from the foot of this portrait, were 
thrown the royal thunders at the heads 
f the magiſtracy, and, in a manner, an- 
nihilated them in the moſt remote parts of 
the kingdom. 

Inos ſcvere rocredings. | gave univer- 
ſal concern. Madam B and the 


reſt of the faction, who were conſidered 


as tlie authors of the calamities, were ſe— 
verely handled in ſeveral little ſatirical 
742043 that were publiſhed on the occa- 


MADAM Dubarrè had ſome cauſe of 
comfort ui: der theſe mo ortifying cenſures. 


The Secretary of War, "Eager to give her 
roots of his attachment, "ap the oO 
ler 1barre, the third brother of the fa- 
11 


5 i 


— — nm ———•—! — — 
* 6 

" 4 4 - p , 
2 — 


A377 
N 


154 MEMOIRS OF 


mily, who was lieutenant-colonel of the 
Corfican battalion, made a lieutenant-co- 


lonel in the Queen's regiment of dragoons, 
In order to effect this, his predeceſſor, 
Monficur de Tourni, was made a Field- 
marſha], though out of turn. 

His Majeſty did not pay the fame re- 


gad to the ſtrong recommendation of his 


miſtreſs in favour of Monfieur de Roque- 
laure, biſhop of Senlis, for whom ſhe wiſh- 
cd to obtain the revenue of vacant church 


preferments, in the room of the Biſhop of 
Orleans, who had lately been diſgraced 
as a creature of the Choiſeuils. The pre- 
late of Senlis was a moſt accompliſhed 


perſon, an expert courtier, and a great favou- 
rite with the Counteſs; but his Majeſty 


was divided and perplexed between four 


parties. The Secretary Bertin, on the moſt 
intimate footing with the Sovereign, pro- 


| poſed his brother, the Biſhop of Vannes; 


the Duke of La Vrilliere, his coufin Phili- 
peaux, archbiſhop of Bourges; and the 
Chancellor, the Archbiſhop of Arles, or 


the Biſhop of Lugon. The King, to avoid 


giving pain to either party, made choice 


pf 
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of the Great Almoner, whoſe very advanc- 


ed age gave all the competitors hopes of a. 
ſpeedy vacancy. Theſe little incidents 


contributed greatly to ſhew the true cha- 
racter of the Sovereign, who diſplayed a 


weakneſs even while he ſeemed to act from 


his own determination. 
Bur if the Counteſs was diſappointed 
in her endeavours to ſerve her friend, ſhe 


nad more intereſt in procuring the place of 


Secretary, in the naval department, for 


Monſieur Burgcois de Boynes, who was 


then the Chancellor's principal agent ; 

man abſolutely neceſſary in the e 
tant buſineſs of erecting a new tribunal, 
which he was endeavouring to ſubſtitute in 
the room of the Parliament; and which 
was actually eſtabliſhed in the ever memo- 


rable council of the 13th of April. We 


cannot form a bctter idea of the influence 


of the Counteſs, on this occaſion, than 


from her ſpeech to the Duke of Niver- 


nois, ore of the proteſting peers. Meet- 


ing that nobleman accideatall;”, ſhe ſtop- 


ped hin., and, after reproaching him with 


his conduct in thoſe affairs, ſhe had hopes, 
= ENS ſho 
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ſhe added, that he would not perſevere in 
oppoſition, after hearing the King declare 
That he would never recede from his refo- 
Intion. © Yes, Madam, but his Maje- 
ſty was looking at vou, «hen he made 
that declaration,” replied the Duke of Ni- 
vernois. Thus cxtricatings hunſelf, by his 
wit and politeneſs, from a delicate and 

_ perplexing firuation, 
Tu revival of an old couplet, which 
was applied to Madam Dubarre, ſhewed 
how far ſhe was confidered as the author 
of the calamities of France, —It ran thus: : 


« Oh, France! the Fates "USD then, I find, 
“ Snbjected thee to womankind. 
A maid prelerv'd thee heretofore ; 


% Now art thou ruin'd by a w "Buy 


Ix is not certain w hether this ſev ere epi- 
gram ever reached her knowledge ; but 
| ſhe regarded very little what might be ſaid 
of her. She endeavoured to diſplay her 
eager deſire to contribute, as far as in her 
power, to the creation of the new Parlia- 
ment; and, in order to teſtify her appro- 
bation to Monſieur Joly de Fleury, the at- 
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tornev-pereral of the new tribunal, who 
was the only perſon that was mcan enough 


to ſurvive the diſſolution of the winnle bo— 


dy to which he belonged; ſoe mode a 


preſent of diamonds to his a, to the 


amount of 109,005 livres. Hioworer, it is 
conjectured that this had been dore b. the 
advice of others. . 

Hun brother-in-law, Count John, Wes 
the ſoul of all ner proceedings, though he 
went to Court. He reſided in Pa- 


"35, where] he had a number of young de- 


rarely 


pendants, ho were continually in motion, 
and carried his various inſtructions, not 
but to his filter 
who, by her capacity and art, 


to the ſiſter-in-law herſelf, 
Dubarrè; 
had acquired a great aſcendant over the 
min of the Counteis, whom ſhe never 
quitted. There was ſuch a regular cor- 
reipondence kept up between this trio, 


that every thing that was either to be ſaid 


or done by the royal Mitres was pointed 


out by the cas ond, ro, or riore days 
before, according to tune, place, or Cir- 


cumſtance. 
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BE SLIDES, thoſe emiſſaries, who were 


young perſons of education and experi- 


ence, made continual excurfions to the re- 


moter parts of the Kingdom, and travelled 
into foreign countries; nor was the object 
of their journies knownto the public. From 
her conſtant love of politics, her deſire to 
ſtudy the intereſt of princes, and to be 
thoroughly acquainted with foreign affairs, 
it has been imagined that Madam Dubarre 


directed tke vacant office, though not no- 


minally, and enabled his Majeſty to ma- 


nage thoſe affairs by himſelf, as he had 
done fince the diſgrace of the Duke of 


Choiſetil, in a very able manner. Others, 
with more probability, ſuppoſed that it 
was only as a ſubſtitute, and that ſhe was 


thus working for the Duke d' Aiguillon, as 
ſhe could not flatter herſelf with ſuceced- 
ing to the place. The event ſoon juſtified 
this opinion. In the month of June, this 
Duke, who had bcen impeached of capi- 


tal crimes but a year before, and who ſtill 
lay under the ſtigma of a parliamentary de- 


cree againſt him, was made a member of 
| l 
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the privy-council, and miniſter of the va- 
cant department, 

Tux credit and influence of the Coun- 
teſs were riſen to ſuch a height, that the 
Princes who had manifeſted their oppoſi- 
tion to the new meaſures, by entering their 
_ proteſts againſt them in all the public pa- 
pers, did not diſdain to enter into a nego- 
ciation with her. As they were removed 
from the Court, where they had orders 
not to appear, they engaged the Princeſs 
of Conti to be their mediatrix with the 
favourite. Her Highneſs attacked her on 
her own intereſt, She repreſented the 
dreadful danger to which ſhe muſt be ex- 
poſed, ſhould ſhe happen to loſe the King; 
that the princes, the pcers, the whole 
united body of magiſtrates, and the greater 
part of the citizens would look upon her 
with deteſtation; that ſhe would be left 
without protection or ſhelter, and experi- 
_ ence, perhaps, the moſt fatal reverſe ; that, 
on the contrary, by ſeriouſly endeavouring 
to repair the miſchiet into which ſhe had 
been betrayed by appearancez and miſre- 
preſentation, ſhe would conciliate the 
eſteem 
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efteem and friendſhip of all thoſe who 
would, otherwiſe, become her bittereſt ene- 
mies, with the conſcions glory of having 
reſtored order and tranquillity to the king- 


dom. 
Tuts eloquent diſcourſe, from the lips 


of a princeſs, was well calculated to carry 


conviction to the heart of Madam Dubarre, 


and to inſpire her with ſalutary apprehen- 


fions ; but the perſons intereſted in retard- 
ing or obſtructing the re- eſtabliſhment of 
affairs, ſoon diſſipated her fears, and 


ſtrengthened her reſolution. They con- 


vinced her of the danger of placing any 
confidence in the advice of an enemy. 
Tux favourite, moreover, had neither 
reſolution nor capacity ſufficient to manage 
ſo delicate an affair of herſelf, and ſhe was 


ſenſible how much ſhe was diſliked by the. 
Dauphineſs, who had bcen informed ot 


the ſatirical remarks ſhe had made on her 
1 A pa 5 | | 
perſon ; that as thoſe are inſuits which wo— 
men never forgive, ſhe could have no 
reaſonable proſpect of a fincere reconcilia- 
tion on that fide. The King, therefore, 
was the only refuge; and it was neceilary 


tor 


N 
| 
t 


r 


MADAM DUBARRE 161 


for her to uſe her utmoſt efforts to prevent 


a union between him and his family, The 
balls given by the Dauphineſs, during the 


winter, had already afforded her an op— 
portunity of contributing to this. His 
Majeſty, who would have been much pleat” 
ed to have ſeen his miſtreſ there, exprefied 
ſurpriſe to his daughter-in-law at her neg- 


lect in that particular. She made anſwer, 
That, well knowing the Princeſſes would 


not appear there, in caſe Madam Dubarre 


was to be of the party, ſhe had preferred 


the company of her aunts ;” ſo that the 
King avoided going to thoſe atlemblics 


afterwards, and the courtiers perceived a 
very great coolneſs in his Majeſty with re- 


ſpect to that Princeſs, 


TE Dauphin, naturally reſerved and 
auſtere, was ſo much affected for his au- 


guſt conſort, that he oitted no oyportu— 


nity of mortif.ing the favourite. He 
ſhewed this in a journey to Bellevue, where 
ſhe was with the King. He went ſuddenly 
to dinner there, at a time that he was not 


expected. This obliged the lady to quit 
her {eat at the table. She pretender! ill- 


» 
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neſs ; and kept her apartments the whole 
day in a very peeviſh humour, 

To counterbalance this party, the favou- 
rite was adviſed to endeavour to gain the 

friendſhip of the Count and Counteſs of 
Provence. The Count, who was more 
pliant, ſeemed leſs difficult to manage; 
and the young Princeſs was thought to 
have a diſpoſition to buſtle and contention, 
which ſuch a connection would afford her 
_ ample room to indulge. But things were 
not carried fo far a as might have been ex- 
pected, 

In the mean time, paſquinades ſtill flew 
about. One was at this time handed about, 
in which there was a moſt mortifying ſtroke. 
given to the favourite in a fingle expreſſion. 
The ſubject was the affairs of the day, in 
remarks on the word Royalty. 

Tre writer obſerved, That Royalty meant 

praiſe in former times; that every thing 

that was well done, was ſaid to be done like 
a king, twas angelical, divine, royal ; but now 
the word fecmed to have a quite different 
meaning. To judge royally, meant a total 

want of judgment, and to be governed by 
: a ſcoun- 
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a ſcoundrel of a Chancellor; to pay royally, 
was to become a bankrupt ; to live rojally, 
to be devoted to a ve. 


_ Taits laſt word reminded her of the ex- 


travagant hopes with which the Chancellor 
and the Duke d' Aiguillon had amuſed her 


for the completion of their deſigns. They 


had ventured to flatter her with the pro- 
ſpect of being married to the King. They 
had inflamed her imagination with the ex- 
ample of that conſcientious marriage be- 


tween Lewis XIV. and Madam Maintenon, 
now acknowledged by every hiſtorian, 
They had ed. that circumſtances _ 


were, in every reſpect, infinitely more fa- 
vourable to her. Firſt, ſhe could not doubt 


but ſhe had a greater aſcendant over his 
Majeſty, whoſe paſſion increaſed daily. 


Secondly, the preſent Prince was much 


weaker than his predeceflor, and more 


eafily governed. In the third place, it 
would be no more than following the pre- 
cedent of a great monarch ; but that it 


would be neceſſary to remove thoſe obſta- 


cles that were in the way. That the de- 
ſtruction of the Parliament, whoſe oppoſi- 
tion 
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tion and firmneſs might otherwite obſtruct 
the defign, would enable them to promote 
it; the one, by becoming the maſter of 
the magiſtracy ; the other, by being in a 
condition to negotiate with powerful and 
direct influence, by having the government 
of foreign affairs, It was imagined that 
this conſideration contributed not a little 
to the exaltation of the latter, 
Ir was looked upon as certain, that a 
negoctation had actually been opened at 
Rome for diſſolving the marriage of that 
lady with the Count William. It was repre- 
ſented, that being but little acquainted with 
the canonical forms, ſhe had not been ſenſi- 
ble, until after the nuptial ceremony wasover, 
that it was prohibited to marry the brother 
of a man with whom ſhe had cohabited ; 
that ſhe thought it proper to acknowledge 
that ſhe had entertained ſome paſſion for 
the brother of her huſband ; but that be- 
ing timely aware of the ſpecies of inceſt ſh: 
was about to commit, her conſcience would 
not ſuffer her to live with her hutband ; 
that, therefore, the crime had not been as 
yet committed, and his Holineſs had it in 


is 
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his power to free her from an alliance fo 
full of ſcandal. 

Ir is eaſy to conceive that an affiic of 
this kind could not be ſpeedily terminated, 
This was what the perſons, who made ihe 
application, wiſhed for. They had thcir 
reaſons for lulling the favourite with thoſe 
chimerical expectations as long as pot- 


ſible. 


IN the mean while, until her ambition 


could be ſatisfied in this particular, it was 
hinted to Madam Dubarre, that ſhe ſhould 


counterbalance the ſatires that were levelled 
at her by praiſes from another quarter; 


that ſhe would do well to court the atten- 
tion of the Mules and Arts, who alone 
could beſtow fame and reputation. 
Moxsitur Doyen, one of the moſt ap- 
proved hiſtorical painters of the time, ſoon 


experienced the benignant inſluence of this 


Minerva. She ſcent for him; expreſſed 
her deſire to have a picce of his pertorm- 
ance; obſerving, at the ſame time, That 
ſhe did not with to have a religious ſub- 
ject. The artiſt replied,“ That he ſhould 
obey her commands; that he did not con- 


fine 
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fine himſelf entirely to painting ſaints,“ 

She left the choice to himſelf. He then 
propoſed for the ſubje& a pretended hiſto- 
rical anecdote of that lady of Theflaly, 
whom the vulgar and ignorant had accuſed 
of witchcraft; and who, having been 
brought before the Emperor to anſwer for 
the imputed crime, put an end to the affair 
by her appearance; for nothing could 
ſurpaſs her beauty and accompliſhments, 
The favourite felt all the art and delica- 
cy of this pictureſque allufion. She adopt- 
ed, with pleaſure, fo flattering a ſubjc& ; 
and Monſieur Doyen, who was, however, 
a low, unpoliſhed, and ill-bred man, in- 
gratiated himſelf ſo far, that ſhe introduced 

him to the King. His Majeſty received 
him with great kindneſs. This encouraged 
the natural aſſurance of the painter.“ I feel 
pleaſe your Majeſty,” he ſaid, how much 
the happineſs of approaching your royal 
perſon elevates my ideas and imagination; it 
would be of the moſt ſignal advantage to 
mee if I could frequently enjoy the like in- 
ſpiration.“ The Sovereign conceived his 

meaning; gave him a general admiſſion 
into 
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into the private apartments, which were af. 
terwards open to him at all times; and he 
has often had the happineſs ſince to ſee Ma- 
dam Dubarrè in bed. 
SHE endeavoured likewiſe to gain the 


eſteem of thoſe people who belonged to 
the royal palaces, and to make them ſen- 


ſible of her humanity. In a viſit to Choiſi, 


the King happened to complain of the ill! 
ſtate of his flowers and hot houſes; the 


_ gardeners infinuated that it was impoffible 


for them to find people to do the bufineſs ; 
becauſe it was out of their power to pay 


them, having received no money for a long 
time; ſhe drew out her purſe, and gave 
them ſufficient to ſatisfy them; thus act- 
ing the ſovereign in the very preſence of 
her auguſt lover. 
Bor the attachment and reſpeRt of indi- 
viduals did not compenſate for the mortifi- 
cation ſhe felt in reading the paper called 
the Gazettier Cuiraſſs, which then began to 


appear. This unconnected rhapſody of 


error, falſehood, abuſe and impertinence, 
was at firſt aſcribed to Count Lauraguais. 
One my; indeed, be tempted to be- 
lieve 


108 MEMOIRS OF 


believe that he had ſome hand in it; but 
it now appcars to be the intire work of one 
Morand, wee a mon of indifferent cha- 
racte in Paris, und who ſeems not to me- 
rit a be. ane in London; as it is gene- 
rally ale „ that he had a thouſand gui- 
neas for 155 copy of the libel : it ſhews 
the folly of Evgliſh publiſhers ; a book- 
ſeller in Paris would hardly be guilty of 
ſuch a weakneſs. Be that as it will, Ma- 
dam Dubarre was moſt ſeverely abuſed in 
this performance: we ſhall ſelect ſome of 
the moſt remarkable paſſages: 

PAE 16. After ſpeaking of the King 
in the moſt criminal terms, it was pre- 
tended © that he had accidentally found a 
paper which contained menaces of ſending 
her to the hoſpital.” 

Pack 19. It is much feared that the 
« re-eſtabliſhment of the Jeſuits will ſoon 
„ take place, as Madam Dubarre favours 
the party of Nonconformiſts: ſome cen- 
« ſorious perſons Os her of entertaining 
66 their opinions.” 


Ir is faid, that this abſurd imputation 
had 
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hu no other effect on Madam Dubarre but 
to provoke her laughter. 


Pact 23. In ſpeaking of a promotion 
among the orders of the State, the author 


adds, The ſcurvy Friar Ange, father of 


cc 


cc 


£6 
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* Dubarr* is to be the chief aga. 


N Dubarre, is to be preſident ot 
one.” 

Pact 25. * Four men are ordered to 
be draughted our of each company of all 
the troops in France, in order to form 
a body of .JanitTaries, of which Count 
This 


body is intended to carry the orders of 


his Majeſty to all the provinces of the 
kingdom, to efcort the mutes when they 


are ſent upon any private expeditions, 
and to ex 
they are intruſted themſelves, with their 


bayonens, in caſe it ſhould be neceſ- 


tary. 
PAGE 30. The girls of Paris have 
pretented ſo many memortals and com- 
plaints to Madam Dubarre againſt the 
Licutenant of Police, that he 1s forbid 
ro enter any brothel. 2 


AN p by way of note: 


I „ 


plain the orders with which 


2272 
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© TukRE are ſeveral ladies of the town 
who have lived upon the moſt intimate 
footing with Madam Dubarre : this has 
procured them all the indulgence which 
ſhe formerly wiſhed for.“ 

Is another : 


© Tyx Lieutenant of Police of Pa- 


cc 


ce 


ris is inſpector of all the veſtals, ma- 


' trons and procuretles belonging to the 


infected houſes in his diſtrict, which 
extended four years ago to the Count 


and Counteſs of Dubarre.” 
Pact 34. Madam Dubarre has lately 


inſtituted a new order, that is to be 
called the Order of Lucretia. The con- 
ditions on which women are to be ad- 
mitted, are very ſevere. They muſt have 
lived with ten different men at leaſt; 


and prove that they have been three 


times under a courſe of ſalivation. Men 


will be diſpenſed from giving proofs by 


the Counteſs, who reſerves the dignity 
of Grand Miſtreſs to herſelf. The enſigns 
of the order are to be, a cucrmber embroider- 
ed on the oreaſt, with two large excreſcences 
properly delizeated, Though Madam Du- 
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barrè declares, that ſhe will appoint no 
knights but thoſe who have the honour 

to be in her good graces ; it is, how- 
ever, thought, that the order will be 
more numerous than that of St. Louis.” 


PacE 43. Father Ange has been 


lately appointed by his Majeſty coadju- 
tor to the Archbiſhop of Paris. His 
daughter has added to this, the nomi- 
nation of vacant livings.” 
Ix a note is added: 


„Wx are aſſured, that the Counteſs 


Dubarrè is the daughter of this friar 
and a country cook-maid, who was de- 
livered of her at the little priory of la 
Brie, where this monaſtic production 
was brought up until ſhe attained her 
tenth year. At that age, an itineranr 
procureſs robbed the holy man of this 
fruit of his induſtry, in order to carry 
her into the centre of lewdneſs, in which 
all France had ſcen her fo long im- 
merſed. Her firſt appearance was in 
the moſt humble ſphere, and her life 
luffered ſtrange revolutions for ups ards 


ot fifteen years. She firſt was a flreet- 


2 h «© walker; 
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walker; thence ſhe moved to the Palais 


Royale, a place that had been the ſemi- 


nary of many marchioneſſes.— After this, 


the had a furniſhed apartment, and a 


good-natured keeper, who began to im- 
prove her by his advice and inſtructions. 
she then united with Count Dubarre 
in gambling ſchemes, in preſenting me- 
morials to the Police, and in drawing 
company to his houſe, -The next pro- 


cecding of her's was to get 5oool, in 
debt, to take up a coach on credit, 
which gave her ſome air of conſequence 
in the world. She atterwards made an ac- 


quaintance with Madam D—, 
who introduced her to Le Bel, the 


valet de chambre, and conidante of a 


great prince, with whom ſhe made an 
excurſion to Verſailles by night, In fine, 
ſhe returned from thence a countels, 
has been introduced at Court, lodged 


in the palace, whence ſhe has driven a 


princeſs, two miniſters, and all the peo- 
66, 


ple of merit ſhe could diſcover.” 
PACE 47. It is related, that the Mar- 


chioneſs of Lank ——, and other ladies 


e have. 
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3 
* have had the honour of being introduc- 
ed at Court on Afcenſion-day by Madam 
«© Gourdan, for whom Madam Dubarre 
has procured the honour of the Ta- 
6c: bouret *," 5 
PAGE $53. * The attachment of the 
King for Madam Dubarre, proceeds 
from the aſtoniſhing efforts to which ſhe 
* excites him by means of a liquid amber 
© with which ſhe inwardly perfumes her- 
** ſelf every day. It is added, that ſhe 
makes uſe of another ſecret that is not 
as yet practiſed among people of cha- 
66. -racter-” 

PAGE 61. T he King being now buſy 
* mm making an almanac, Madam Du- 
*© barre has choſen for his ſubſtitutes Count 
1 —, and the young Marquis of Chab- 
5 rill, —whoſe abilities ſhe had experienced 
* before her promotion, as the Marquis 
© himſelf has acknowledged.” 

AND in a note: | 5 
e Mak of Chabrillant in his 

*f exile at Montetimart, having heard ot 

« the elevated rank of the Countets, Du— 


This mean: the place of Maid of Ilongur 


# 7 , 
13 ©. barres 
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| * barre, cried out, in the preſence of a 
= *© great number of officers belonging to 
j * his regiment, Mat a fortunate cg have 
5 6 Thad! Being aſked the reaſon, he made 
1 „ anſwer, He rave it to me; and no doubt 
* ſhe will now make me acids.” | 
PAGE 95. © The French academy has 
© propoſed a premium extraordinary to 
* whoever ſhall clearly prove that the 
5 Chancellor is an honeit man, and Ma- 
dam Dubarre a woman of virtue.“ 
Pact 85. The writer of the annals of 
the porter of the Carthuſians, is employed 
to give in the ſame ſtyle the Hiſtory of 
* the Counteſs Dubarre ; the title of the 
*© work is to be, Memoirs calculated for the 
& ſcandal of the people.” 
Tux life of Madam Dubarrè, like that 
of every other perſon in place, was becone 
an alternate ſcene of pain and pleaſure, She 
ecrnjoyed a great ſhare of the latter at Mu- 
eite, where the had the honour of ſupping 
with the King, and all the royal family, 
at their retura from Compeigne. She, 

moreover, had the ſatisfaction to ſee that the 
public were wirneſſes of this triumph; and 
ro 
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ro ſhare in the good-humour of all the au- 


guſt perſonages who partook of the enter- 
tainment. 


Bu r her pleaſure was fill greater a fery 


days after, when ſhe reccived his Majcity in 


her neu lodge at US where the en- 
tertained him with a oncert, fire-work :5,&c, 
The Sovercipn was chocmed with the build- 
ing, which was conſtructed with ſo much 
art and elegance, that it might be com- 
pared to a work of enchantment. Monſieur 
le Doux, the architect, diſplayed in this 


little terreſtrial paradiſe, all the reſources 
of genius and art, and every beauty of Which 


they were capable. One would think that he 
had realized thoſe inchanted palaces de- 
{cribed in poetry and romance. 


Wear excited particular admiration 


was, his fingular diligence in having erect- 


ed this maſterpiece in a fingle ſeaſon. As 


reward tor his zeal, Madam Dubarre 


procured him the place of Commilſiary and 


Inſpector of the Salt-works of F ranche- 
| Comte, worth about 4001. per annum. 


Ix fine, the favourite enjoyed a trivm ph 
mill more extenfive and permanent, 
14 


Cc 
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ing her charms diſplayed in the exhibition 
of 1771; where painting and ſculpture 
ſeemed emulous to contend for the honour 
of exhibiting her to the eye of che whole 
nation. 
Tun k is a particular account of her 
portrait in Letters on the Exhibition; (but not 
ſutficiently intereſting to our readers;) after 
which the writer of thoſe letters proceeds: 
„ SiNCE J have written the above, the 
Counteſs Dubarre has been to ſce the 
exhibition, and whether from her own 
diſſatisfaction, or that of the public, 
with reſpe& to the painter, or out of 
regard to the clamours of the devout, 
who would have no part of the female 
« body uncovered, ſhe has ordered her 
picture to be removed ; ; and it is to ap- 
«© pear no more.“ 8 
IN «my of the buſt, the writer | 
fays : 
„% THz heart of Doctor 8 the 
head of the ſect of œconomiſts, which 
ſuch a figure had contraſted, expands at 
the fight of the buſt of Madam Dubarre, 
executed by Pajon. The ſculptor has fax 
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& ſurpaſſed the painter. Every perſon dit- 


covers, in this head, all the elegance 
and voluptuous delicacy that eſcaped the 
“ pencil of Drouais. But, if the latte? 
« erred in drawing the figure of Madam 


% Dubarre too large, the other was wrong 


in contracting it beyond the natural 
« proportion. The head is too little, and 
*« teems calculated for a girl in the bloom 
&« of youth. 


WiHETOFa gratitude for the honours 
done ner by the arts, has induced her to 


ſxciy them fignal marks of protection, or 
taſte, is not Known, certain it 18, that 
ſte has begun to take part in every thing 
that relates to them. She has declared that 


ſhe would intcreſt herſelf in rebuilding the 


French playhouſe, Khich was then much 
tulked off. She made herſelf ininutely ac- 
that the gentkemen belonging to the of- 
fle, acted only under her. She ſet diffe- 
rent artiſts of eminence at work in adorn- 
1g her lodge; and being diſſatisfied, as 
we have obſerved, with her laſt portrait by 


; = | +, EE at 2 g 
33 Drouals; 


_guaintcd with all the various deſigns; ſo 
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Drouais, ſhe has ordered Monſieur Greuze 
to employ his pencil on the ſame ſubject. 
Tuosx particular avocations did not di- 
vert Madam Dubarrè from the principal 
object of her policy; or, at leaſt, from 
that which had been ſuggeſted to her. She 
was continually ſoothed with the hopes of 
being raiſed to the throne; but it was pre- 
viouſly neceſſary to diſſolve her marriage. 
In order to cheriſh in her mind to flattering 
a chimera, the Duke d'Aiguillon, and the 
Chancellor, it was faid, employed Mon- 
fieur Linguet to diſcuſs the ſubject in a 
very extraordinary memorial, which was 
followed by a caſc ſtill more ſingular; at 
leaſt, it is to ſuch a motive alone their 
writing has been attributed, which may be 
judged from the following account: 

«© StMox Sommer, a carpenter at Lan- 
% dau, was married in the month of May, 
1761, to Elizabeth Ultine, a girl, a na- 
* tive of the village of Oberſbach. This 
« unfortunate man, though no more than 
c 22 years old, anda good figure, could not, 
e till after fix months ſolicitation, obtain 
< therights of a huſband from his blooming 
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young bride. She had ſcarce, however, 
cCcondeſcended to become his wife, in the 
6 full ſenſe of the word, when ſhe ſhewed 
* aninclination to grant the like favours to 
* every man. After a life of ſcandal, 
during three years, ſhe became intimate 
with a Swifs ſerjeant belonging to the 
** regiment of Lockman, with whom ſhe 
„ cloped. They fled to Pruſſia. There 
are proofs that they have been married 
Sommer has but 
one child by his wife. Ee is no more 
than thirty-one ver, o; he is of a ro- 
+ buſt and health; conttitution. What is 
he to do? Is he doomed to curſe the 
» gifts of nature for the reſidue of his life ? 
+ or, muſt he ſeck, in debauchery, that re- 


there in due form. 


lief which policy connives at, and reli— 
„gion condemms? In a Word, placed 
c as he is, between fin and deſpondench, 
how 1s he to avoid the upbappy alteina- 
K tive? 


U 


IRE enquirer, afterwards, cites Cir- 


dumſtances in which a diyorce is allowa- 
WW 51 Ie lapports his argument with dif- 


zaſſages out of ſcripture, that are fa- 
EF 6 =. veorabe 
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vourable to his queſtion : he refutes, exa- 
mines, and explains thoſe that are un- 
tavourable. He has recourſe to the Fathers 
of the Church, from whom he likewiſe de- 
duces arguments: he inſiſts, that the coun- 
cils themſelves throw great light on the 
queſtion; and he even finds ſome decifions 
that are abſolutely concluſive in his favours 
Hie goes on to prove that divorces are nei- 


ther contrary to tne Jewrſh nor Chriſtian law; 
rhat they oppoie neither the Old nor New 


Teſtament ; that the primitive church ne- 
ver ſcrupled to permit the diſſolution of 
improper marriages; that, until the tenth 


century, the ſame opinion prevailed among 


all the catholic legiſlators. He concludes 
his reaſons for allowing divorces with this 
obſervation, That the beſt way of ſuppreſ- 
ung them is to tolerate them. 

SUCH is the extract from the memorial of 
this pretended carpenter, which is itſelf 
but an analyſis of The Complaints of au boneft 
Mai; a work that had been publiſhed about 
two years and a half before, and written 
by the chief magiſtrate of a country town, 
e, being under the neceſſity of ſe parat- 

ing 
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ing from his wife on account of her diſſo- 


lute life, made particular enquiries into the 
matter, and communicated the refult of 
his reſearches to the public, 

MoxstEvs Linguet, in his enquiries, firſt 
examines whether divorces may be legal 


allowed; and he looks upon the opir.ion, 


with reſpe& to marriages being indiffo- 
luble, as a mere matter of diſc'pline only, 
that may be altered, or made conditional at 
the option of the church, which, he in— 


ſiſts, might at preſent revive the laus re- 
ſpecting marriage, that were in force in 


the firſt days of Chriſtianity ; and that the 
ſecular powers, who ſhould publiſh laws 
agreeably to thoſe principies, might do it 
with a ſecure conſcience. 

He afterwards defires to know to whom 
Simon Sommer is to apply tor permiſſion 
to marry again, while his wife is living. 
Tis to the Pope to whom he is to make 
known his firuation and wants in a petition; 


tis to his Holineſs that thoſe, in fimilar 


circumſtances, have applied for relief. 


They were, it is true, chieſty princes; but 


the quality of the man, and the ſipgularity 
of 
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of the ſituation of this carpenter of Lan- 
dau will, as the petitioner hopes, intereſt 
the goodneſs of his Holineſs : and, ſhould 
he obtain a bull, he 1s then to apply to his 
ſovereign to have it confirmed; and this 
particular deviation from eſtabliſhed cuſtom, 
may afterwards become a general rule, when 
mature deliberation ſhall have ſhewn the 
advantages with which ſuch a law is preg- 

nant. | 
Taz ſuſpicions of the public with re- 
ſpect to the authenticity of this memorial 
in favour of the carpenter of Landau, who- 
thus ſolicited a divorce, and liberty to 
marry again, were reaſonably founded. 
Firſt, becauſe it was plain that no ſteps had 
been taken, no application made to any 
court concerning ſuch an affair. Secondly, 

it was not very probable that a mechanic 
_ ſhould ſtart a queſtion of ſuch importance. 
Thirdly, as it was well known that three 
great perſons of the Court were about to 
ſolicit ſuch an indulgence. In the fourth 
place, in fine, the lawyer being a man de- 
voted to their intereſt, there was great rea- 
fon to ſuppoſe that it was one of thoſe 
ima- 
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imaginary caſes that are to be met with in 
law books, ſtated under fictitious names. 
_ Ir was imagined that the cafe, after be- 
ing laid before the Pontiff, and determined 
in the affirmative, a political lav would 
thence reſult, of which ſome people ſhoultl 
quickly take advanrage ; the Counteſs Du- 
barre might then be divorced from Count 
Dubarre, a d:vorce that had been talk 
of for a long cime; the Marchioneſs of 
Langeac, who had never conſummated her 
marriage with the Marquis; and the Count 
de la Marche, who was in the fame ſituation 
with regard to his Counteſs. But this at- 
fair was not likely to take place immedi- 
ately ; and, perhaps, the miniſters never 
thought ſcriouſly about it. They were 
only gaining time, in order to ſecure their 
authority on a permanent foundation. 
Tux Chancellor, however, received a ve- 
ry flattering recompence for his pretended 
zeal and efforts to accompliſh the defign of 
the favourite. She procured a regiment 
for his ſon, Prefident of the Parliament 
that had been diflolved, and whom Mon- 
ſicur Maupeou took care not to adnit into 


the 


1% © MEMOIRS Or 


the new magiſtracy. Monſieur de Montey- 
nard in vain repreſented in a moſt ſpirited 
manner, that the ſudden promotion of this 
gownſman to the rank of a colonel, was 
againſt every rule, and contrary to all the 
fundamental laws of military diſcipline. 
Theſe remonſtrances, however, head no 
other effect but to make him encmies at 
Court, and pave the way to his diſgrace. 
TRE Abbe Terrai, whoſe removal was 
at that time talked of, by ſeeming to give 
into the ſame chimerical notion, took a 
more effectual way to eſtabliſh himſelf on 
a more ſecure footing. Beſides patiently 
bearing every inſult und mortification, and 
a ready compliance with all the oppreffive 
taxes that were impoſed, it has been aſſert- 
ed, that he gave 50,000 livres annually 
out of the profits of his place to the favou- 
rite, who, therefore, continued to honour 
him with her protection, and prevent his 
diſgrace, He was ſo ſubmiſfive and de- 
voted to the will of that Lady, that the 
orders ſhe gave were as implicitly obeyed 
by the comptroller-general as the orders of 
the King himſelf. 
Tric8s 
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Tux have been many of thoſe orders 


dated from Choifi and Trianon, in which 


the Counteſs directed the Sieur Beaujon, 


banker to the Court, to pay certain ſums of 


money, for which the lord- treaſurer would 


account with him; and, as Madam Du- 
barre was then chiefly. directed in every 


thing by her brother-in-law, the royal trea- 


ſury was as open to him as his purſe. This 


enabled him to make the great figure he 


did at Spa, and furniſhed him with im- 
menſe ſums he loſt at the gaming: table. 


Notwithſtanding all this, he did not meet 


with all the ſatisfaction there that he ex- 


pected. People liked his money well 
enough; but he had no acquaintance but 


at the card-tables. He had, in vain, taken 


his miſtreſs, Madam Maurat, and ſeveral 


other handſome women with him; in vain 


had he furniſhed his houſe in the mot 
ſplendid manner, 2nd given preſſing invi- 
tations to many. No Frenchman viſited 
him, except Monfieur le Cierc, fon to the 


firſt clerk of the treaſury. He was obliged 


to confine himſelf to the ſociety of his mit- 
treſſes; but this did not humble him into a 


ſenſe 
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ſenſe of modeſty. This was obvious from 
the following bon mot, full of wit, but 
extremely infolent, One day, while he 
held the bank, and was on his guard to 
avoid any unfair advantage being taken of 
him, as is cuſtomary in public aſſemblies 
where ſharpers frequently get admittance, 
he ſeemed to betray ſome diffidence of the 
Electreſs Dowager of Saxony, who was 
one of the players. The Princeſs having 
expreſſed her ſurpriſe at this behaviour; 
© I beg a thouſand pardons,” exclaimed 
the Count; © my ſuſpicions reſpecting 
you, Madam, are unjuſt: ſovereigns, like 
you, never cheat but where crowns are at 
ſtake.” However, he paid dearly for his 
wit ſoon after. He had loſt a conſiderable 
ſum, and obſtinately perſevering to ſtake 
upon a queen that ftill proved unfortu- 
nate. Here's a whore, damn her,” he 
cried ; “ ſhe has coſt me an immenſe ſum.” 
We know one,” replied fome perſon, 

& that has coſt us much greater ſums.” 
Ir appeared very extraordinary, that 
notwithſtanding the money which Madam 
Dubarre ſpent, and the facility with waich 
{hc 
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ſhe obtained it from the Comptroller-ge- 
neral, til} ſhe realiſed nothing, and made 
no purchaſe : for the lodge at Lucienne 
yielded nothing ; it was no more than a 
little place of retirement for a lady of her 
rank, People talked of the King's pur- 
chaſing the place called Royal Lodge from 
Monſieur Bouret, in order to make a pre- 
ſent of it to his miſtreſs. This report, 
which had been current in the time of Ma- 
dam Pompadour, was revived :- it gained 
ſtill more credit from Madam Dubarre 
going to view the place, with the ſubſe- 
quent viſit of his Majeſty, and the anſwer 
of the Dauphin, which was attributed to 
the fears that prince had, leſt ſuch ſcheme 
ſhould be executed. His auguſt father, 
in taking a view of that magnificent place 
with his ſon, aſked him his opinion of it; 
and whether he did not think it a fine ſtrug- 
ture? “ Too fine, indeed;“ replied the 
Prince, in a voice that was ſcarce audible. 
Wx cannot better conclude thoſe ancc- 
dotes at the commencement of theyear1772, 
the time they were written, than b» » re- 
cital of what happened at the © ain- 
ment 
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ment given by the Counteſs of Valentinois 
to the Counteſs of Provence. This prin- 
ceſs was at leaſt imagined to have been the 
object. Madam Valentinois, her maid of 
honour, thought it her duty to expreſs the 
joy ſhe felt on the happy recovery of her 
_ auguſt miſtreſs from the ſmall- pox, which 
had ſeized her at Fontainbleau. She had 
prepared plays and other amuſements at 
Paſly, where ſhe has a ſplendid villa : at 
her return ſhe ſolicited the honour of re- 
ceiving the Counteſs of Provence at that 
place. We do not think it neceſſary to 
enter into a particular deſcription here of 
the various parts of thoſe entertainments, 
or to give an account of thoſe rhimes that 
were compoſed in honour of the Chancel- 
lor, which gave ſo much ſcandal to the 


public, and made the author the Abbe 


Verſenon an object of ridicule to the cour- 
tiers, and of deteſtation among the patriots, 
who expreſſed the warmeſt reſentment a- 

gainſt the poet. 
WE mutt obſerve, that the Countels of 
V alentinois had been from the firſt riſing of 
the power of Madam Dubarrs, one of thoſe 
who 
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who paid her the greateſt reſpect; ſhe had 
the indiſcretion to invite her to thoſe enter- 
tainments, to receive her with much po- 
liteneſs, and to ſhew her ſuch particular 
attention, that her behaviour could not but 
appear very rude and indecent to the Coun- 
teſs of Provence. The Princeſs therefore 
did not think proper to expreſs any ac- 
knowledgement to her maid of honour. The 
latter mortified at the ſilence of her miſ- 
treſs, when ſne went to pay her compli- 
ments, aſked the Princeſs how ſhe liked 
the entertainment ſhe had the honour of 
making for her. The Princeſs replied, 
with an air of aſtoniſhment, ** Entertain- 
ments for me, Madam! I know you have 
made an entertainment in which I ſhared; 
but I have not thanked you, becauſe I ima- 
gined you deſigned rather to entertain Ma- 
dam Dubarrè or the Chancellor. 

Tris blunder diſſipated every expecta- 
tion Madam Dubarre had of creating a 
divifion among the royal family, and form- 
ing a party for herſelf among them. The 
whole family united againſt her, and gave 
her every reaſon to dread the moſt fatal 
conſequences in caſe of the King's death. 

End of the Firſt Volume. 
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